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With  a  deep  sense  of  appreciation  of  the  careful  and  thorough  work 
which  the  re-editing  of  this  family  history  has  entailed,  we  acknowledge 
our  indebtedness  to 

Anne  Biddle  Stirling,  (1954)  Chairman 

and 

Edmund  Stirling 

who  have  spared  neither  time  nor  effort  in  making  an  accurate  and  read¬ 
able  second  edition  of  the  Owen  Biddle  book.  Their  labor  of  love  will 
be  invaluable  to  present  and  future  descendants. 

Helen  R.  Biddle  (12673) 

Lydia  Biddle  (19315) 

Lydia  Pennock  Biddle  Leeds  (19531) 

James  Garrett  Biddle  (12652) 

Robert  Biddle  (19313) 

Edward  Biddle  Halsey  (12416) 

Joseph  Rhoads  (12521) 

Members  of  Editorial  Committee. 
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PREFACE  TO  THE  ORIGINAL  EDITION 


The  following  sketch  of  Owen  Biddle  is  reprinted  from  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography  for  October,  1892. 

For  a  magazine  article,  great  condensation  and  brevity  were  requi¬ 
site,  but  nothing  of  importance  in  his  life,  of  which  we  are  aware,  has 
been  omitted. 

A  short  account  of  the  Parke  family  and  a  list  of  his  descendants 
to  date  (1892)  have  been  added;  and  the  oration  delivered  by  him 
before  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  March  2,  1781,  will  be 
found  in  the  appendix.* 

In  the  genealogical  part  of  my  work,  for  valuable  assistance  ren¬ 
dered,  I  am  indebted  to  Clement  Biddle,  of  Chadd’s  Ford,  Delaware 
County,  Pa.,  and  to  Charles  M.,  Clement  M.,  and  William  W.  Biddle, 
of  Philadelphia. 

H.  D.  B.  (1242) 

Philadelphia,  November,  1892. 


*Omitted  in  the  1926  issue. 
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PREFACE  TO  THE  1926  EDITION 


Having  come  into  possession  of  numerous  family  papers — collected 
by  my  great-uncle,  John  Biddle — which,  with  other  references,  were 
consulted  by  my  father’s  first  cousin,  Henry  Drinker  Biddle,  when 
he  published  a  sketch  of  Owen  Biddle  in  1892,  I  was  requested  by  the 
present  editor  to  review  this  biography  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting 
additions  thereto  if  it  might  seem  desirable  to  do  so. 

While  there  is  much  material  that  has  not  been  used,  upon  closer 
study  I  am  impressed  with  the  thorough  manner  in  which  “Cousin 
Harry”  recorded  the  important  events  in  our  ancestor’s  life.  Nothing  of 
real  moment  has  been  overlooked,  insofar  as  I  am  competent  to  express 
an  opinion,  while  full  credit  for  sincerity  of  purpose  is  given  to 
Owen  Biddle,  in  connection  with  a  remarkable  change  of  heart,  when 
after  the  Revolutionary  War  had  ended,  he  believed  it  necessary  to 
condemn  publicly  the  part  he  had  taken  in  those  stirring  times. 

It  is  my  recommendation,  therefore,  that  no  attempt  shall  be  made 
to  change  or  edit  the  H.  D.  B.  article  written  more  than  thirty  years 
ago,  but  rather  that  it  be  re-published  now  as  a  tribute  of  appre¬ 
ciation  and  respect  to  the  author  as  well  as  to  the  subject. 

One  is  impressed  by  the  fact  that  Owen  Biddle  assumed  responsi¬ 
bilities  when  a  young  man.  Actually  he  never  was  old,  being  aged 
only  sixty-two  years  when  he  died. 

He  married  at  23,  signed  the  Non-Importation  Resolutions  at  28, 
made  official  observation  of  the  transit  of  Venus  at  32,  became  curator 
of  the  Philosophical  Society  at  33,  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Confer¬ 
ence  and  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  38,  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Constitutional  Convention  at  39,  member  of  War  Board 
and  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Forage  at  40,  and  purchased  Peel  Hall 
at  42. 

The  life  of  this  man,  who  placed  apprehended  duty  ahead  of  per¬ 
sonal  advantage,  must  be,  inevitably,  an  inspiration  to  his  descendants; 
and  that,  I  take  it,  was  the  real  incentive  for  assembling  the  Owen 
Biddle  Family  four  years  ago,  and  for  planning  a  second  edition  of 
the  Owen  Biddle  book. 

J.  G.  B.  (12652) 

Wallingford,  Pa.,  March  1926. 
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William  Biddle  d.  1712.  Came  to  America  1681.  m.t  1665,  Sarah  Kempe 
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OWEN  BIDDLE 


Owen  Biddle  was  born  in  1737,  his  brother  Clement  being  three 
years  his  junior.  Much  has  been  written  in  regard  to  Clement  Biddle, 
but  of  the  life  of  his  elder  brother,  Owen,  no  complete  account  has 
ever,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  been  published.  Allusions  to,  and  notices 
of,  him  are  to  be  found  scattered  through  various  publications,  and  it 
will  be  our  effort  to  collect  and  arrange  into  one  compact  and  con¬ 
nected  whole  such  notices  as  have  come  under  our  observation,  as 
well  as  briefly  to  record  such  facts  as  we  are  in  possession  of ;  so 
that  it  may  be,  in  a  measure,  possible  to  form  some  estimate  of  the 
man,  and  of  the  character  of  the  services  he  rendered  to  his  country 
at  a  most  important  period. 

He  was  a  great-grandson  of  William  and  Sarah  (Kempe)  Biddle. 
William  Biddle  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  West  New  Jersey.  Much 
has  also  been  written  about  him;  suffice  it  here  to  say  that  the  first 
deed  granted  by  William  Penn,  Gawen  Lawrie,  Nicholas  Lucas,  and 
Edward  Byllinge,  for  land  in  New  Jersey  to  any  purchaser,  so  far  as 
yet  ascertained,  was  that  given  for  one-nineteenth  part  of  West  Jersey 
to  William  Biddle  and  Daniel  Wills.  It  is  dated  January  23,  16761. 

Owen  Biddle  possessed  a  birthright  membership  in  the  Society  of 
Friends.  His  early  inclination  appears  to  have  been  to  the  study  of 
law.  We  have  in  our  possession  his  copy  of  Blackstone’s  Commen¬ 
taries,  the  first  edition  published  in  this  country.2  Whether  he  had  any 
serious  intention  of  taking  up  the  law  as  a  profession  we  know  not.  If 
so,  the  intention  was  soon  abandoned.  His  predilections  were  for 
scientific  pursuits.  He  married,  September  29,  1760,  at  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  Sarah  Parke,  of  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  for 


1  This  deed  is  now  (1892)  in  the  possession  of  Edward  C.  Biddle,  Esq.,  of 
Philadelphia. 

2  This  edition  is  in  four  volumes,  with  an  additional  volume  as  an  Appen¬ 
dix,  making  five  volumes  in  all.  “Printed  for  the  Subscribers  by  Robert  Bell,  at 
the  late  Union  Library  in  Third  Street,  Philadelphia,  MDCCLXXI.”  In  each 
volume  Owen  Biddle  has  inscribed  his  name,  1771 ;  then  follows  that  of  his 
son,  John  Biddle,  Jr.,  1781 ;  then  that  of  his  grandson,  James  C.  Biddle,  1833 ; 
then  that  of  his  great-grandson,  Henry  D.  Biddle,  1871 ;  thus  covering  a  period 
of  one  hundred  years,  and  including  four  generations  in  lineal  descent. 
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a  short  time  carried  on  the  clock-  and  watch-making  business;  but  a 
few  years  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  he  had  engaged 
in  the  shipping  and  importing  business.  Their  marriage  was  solemnized 
in  St.  Michael's  and  Zion  Lutheran  Church,  and  was  by  license.  As 
they  were  both  members,  in  good  standing,  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
the  reason  of  their  being  married  in  a  Lutheran  church  is  not  known ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  thereby  lost  their  right  of  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Society. 

He  was  one  of  the  signers,  together  with  his  brother,  Clement, 
of  the  Non-Importation  Resolutions  of  the  year  1765. 

His  scientific  and  mathematical  attainments  were  of  a  high  order. 
His  youngest  daughter,  born  in  1780,  in  a  brief  sketch  of  the  family 
which  she  prepared  at  the  request  of  some  of  his  descendants,  writes 
of  him  as  follows : 

My  dear  father  was  a  man  of  quick  feelings  and  nervous  tempera¬ 
ment ;  ...  of  good  natural  abilities,  improved  by  an  acquaintance  with  the 
standard  authors  of  that  time;  but  his  chief  attention  was  directed  in  early 
life  to  mechanics  and  scientific  subjects  connected  therewith,  which  led  him 
by  degrees  to  astronomical  studies;  and  in  these  he  continued  to  feel  much 
interest.  I  remember  the  first  Orrery  which  at  that  early  day  I  had  ever 
seen  was  a  simple  one  he  constructed  to  give  us  some  idea  of  the  motion 
of  the  planets  around  the  sun.  In  these,  and  some  other  pursuits  he  was 
occasionally  associated  with  Rittenhouse  and  other  men  of  learning  and 
science  in  the  Philosophical  Society,  of  which  he  continued  a  member  through 
1  u-’  the  latter  part  of  it  was  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  other 

subjects,  .  .  .  and  led  him  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the 
youth  in  our  religious  society.”1 

He  had  joined  in  early  life  a  society  called  the  Junto,  which  was  a 
continuation  of  Franklin’s  Junto;  and  in  1763  he,  together  with  Isaac 
Paschall,  was  appointed  to  revise  the  laws  and  make  a  few  alterations 
m  them.”  Non-resident  members  were  admitted  after  the  30th  of 
May,  1766,  when  it  lost  its  character  as  a  club,  and  adopted  the  name 
of  “The  American  Society  for  Promoting  and  Propagating  Useful 
Knowledge.”  Among  the  names  of  members  we  find  those  of  Edmund 
Physick,  Clement  Biddle,  Isaac  and  Moses  Bartram,  Nicholas  Wain, 
and  David  Rittenhouse. 


As  the  aims  of  the  Society  were  similar  to  those  of  the  Philo¬ 
sophical  Society,  it  was  proposed  to  unite  the  two  societies  into  one ; 
and  after  considerable  discussion,  and  some  delays,  the  union  took  place 
m  1768,  and  thereafter  was  known  as  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  and  the  American  Society  ceased  to  exist.2 


Manuscript  of  Mrs.  Anne  Tatum,  1842. 


2  a 


and 


Owen  Biddle  presents  his  affectionate  regards  to  Doctor  Benjamin  Rush 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  Certificate  of  his  Membership  in  the 
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The  year  after  the  union  of  the  societies,  the  transit  of  Venus  over 
the  sun’s  disc  occurred,  June  3,  1769,  and  the  Society  made  prepara¬ 
tions  for  its  observation  at  three  different  places— in  the  State-House 
yard,  at  Norriton,  and  at  Cape  Henlopen;  Mr.  Biddle  being  assigned 
to  the  latter  station;  and  Rev.  Dr.  William  Smith,  provost  of  the 
College  of  Philadelphia,  David  Rittenhouse,  and  John  Lukens,  sur¬ 
veyor-general  of  the  Province,  at  Norriton. 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Smith  writes : 

“Our  great  discouragement  at  our  first  appointment  was  the  want  of 
proper  apparatus,  especially  good  telescopes  with  micrometers.  The  gener¬ 
osity  of  our  Provincial  Assembly  soon  removed  a  great  part  of  this  discour¬ 
agement,  not  only  by  their  vote  to  purchase  one  of  the  best  reflecting  tele¬ 
scopes  with  a  Dollond’s  micrometer;  but  likewise  by  their  subsequent  dona¬ 
tion  of  one  hundred  pounds  (this  was  in  sterling  money  $444)  ;  for  erecting 
observatories,  and  defraying  other  incidental  expenses  ....  An  excellent 
reflecting  telescope  (though  without  a  micrometer);  the  property  of  the 
Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  which  institution  it  was  a  donation 
from  the  Hon.  T.  Penn — the  same  that  had  been  used  by  Messrs.  Mason  and 
Dixon,  when  employed  in  settling  the  boundary  lines  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland,  was  necessarily  appropriated  to  the  use  of  Mr.  Owen  Biddle, 
who  was  appointed  by  the  Society  to  conduct  the  Observation  of  the  Transit, 
near  Cape  Henlopen.”1 

The  observations  of  all  the  parties  were  successful,  and  are  pub¬ 
lished  with  full  details  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Society’s  Transactions. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  in  his  communication  to  the  Philosophical 
Society  on  the  20th  of  July,  1770,  added  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  the  Rev.  Nevil  Maskelyne,  Astronomer  Royal  of  England.2 

“Greenwich,  December  11th,  1769. 

“Mr.  Maskelyne  presents  his  compliments  to  Dr.  Franklin,  and  shall  be 
obliged  to  him  when  he  writes  to  Philadelphia  for  enquiring  of  Mr.  Owen 
Biddle  what  is  the  bearing,  and  what  the  absolute  distance  to  Lewistown 
from  the  stone  on  Fenwick’s  Isle  in  English  miles,  or  else  what  is  the 
difference  of  latitude  and  departure  in  English  miles.  He  may  also,  if  he 


American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  And  notwithstanding  he  has  declined 
like  instances  of  esteem  of  his  own  Countrymen  from  an  apprehension  that  he 
could  not  serve  them  equal  to  their  expectations.  Yet  he  cannot  but  acknowledge 
that  it  affected  his  mind  with  sensible  pleasure  to  find  that  liberality  of  sentiment 
prevailing  in  the  truly  Republican  and  Patriotic  States  to  the  Eastward  as  to 
induce  them  to  disregard  ranks  and  distinctions,  which  are  unfriendly  to  true 
Science,  and  to  endeavour  to  bring  from  obscurity  those  who  may  have  mani- 
fested  an  affection  for  Science  without  having  thought  beyond  their  abilities 
to  promote  it.  If  the  Constitution  of  the  Society  is  such  as  will  not  operate 
against  his  present  prospects  or  tend  to  subvert  those  principles  which  he  wishes 
to  promote,  they  may  rely  on  his  feeble  endeavours  to  second  the  intentions  of 
their  respectable  Society,  and  Doctor  Rush  is  desired  to  return  them  his  thanks 
for  this  mark  of  their  esteem. 

Philadelphia,  4th  Month  2nd,  1790.” 

1  Barton’s  “Life  of  David  Rittenhouse,”  pp.  167,  169. 

2  “Life  of  Rev.  William  Smith,  D.D.,”  by  Horace  Wemyss  Smith,  Vol.  I., 
pp.  447-451. 
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pleases,  acquaint  Mr.  Biddle,  that  the  latitude  of  the  Middle  Point  between 
Femvick’s  Isle  and  Chesapeake  Bay,  as  found  by  Messrs.  Mason  and  Dixon 
is  38°,  27',  34";  and  the  length  of  a  degree  of  latitude,  as  measured  by 
them,  is  68.886  statute  miles. 

“Mr.  Maskelyne  would  also  recommend  it  to  Dr.  Smith,  and  the  Norri¬ 
ton  observers,  to  settle  the  bearing  and  distance  in  English  miles  between 
Norriton  and  the  southernmost  part  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  or  else  the 
State  House  square ;  as  this  will  still  further  confirm  the  situation  of  the 
Norriton  Observatory,  by  connecting  it  with  Messrs.  Mason  and  Dixon’s 
meridian  Line. 

“Mr.  Maskelyne  hopes  the  Pennsylvania  observers  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
send  us  their  observations  of  the  transit  of  Mercury,  which  happened 
November  9th,  if  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  see  it;  and  any  other 
observations  they  have  made,  which  have  not  yet  been  sent  here,  tending 
to  establish  the  difference  of  longitude.” 


And  writing  to  Dr.  Smith  on  December  26,  1769,  he  further  says: 

“I  could  wish  the  difference  of  meridian  of  Norriton  and  Philadelphia 
could  be  determined  by  some  measures  and  bearings,  within  one-fiftieth  or 
one-hundredth  part  of  the  whole;  in  order  to  connect  your  observations 
with  those  made  at  Philadelphia  and  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  as  also  to  con¬ 
nect  your  observations  of  the  longitude  of  Norriton  with  those  made  by 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Dixon,  in  the  course  of  measuring  a  degree  of  latitude. 
I  hope  to  be  favored  with  an  account  of  your  observations  of  the  late 
transit  of  Mercury  if  you  made  any,  and  of  the  late  eclipse  of  the  moon. 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  the  continuance  of  your  correspondence,  and 
am  Sir,  yours,  &c., 


“TO  REV.  DR.  SMITH.” 


“NEVIL  MASKELYNE. 


On  the  24th  of  June,  1778,  just  one  week  after  the  evacuation  of 
Philadelphia  by  the  British  Army,  David  Rittenhouse,  Rev.  Dr.  Smith, 
John  Lukens,  and  Owen  Biddle  were  busied  in  making  observations 
on  an  eclipse  of  the  sun.1 

There  were  in  Philadelphia  at  that  time  several  educated  and  scien¬ 
tific  foreigners,  who  also  engaged  in  astronomical  observations ;  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  one  follows,  who,  however,  was  not  skilled 
in  the  use  of  the  English  language : 


“DR.  SIR 


*PHILADA.,  June  30,  1779. 


For  to  accomplish  my  purpose,  I  take  the  Honour  in  sending  you,  to 
your  Insight,  a  calculation  of  the  late  celebrated  Eclipse  of  the  Moon, 
passed  May  the  29th.  In  case  it  should  gain  your  applause,  and  finding  it 
to  be  of  any  utility,  you  may  communicate  it  to  other  respectable  Members 
of  the  Philosophical  Society  at  Philadelphia;  which  after  perusal,  you  will 
please  to  deliver  to  Air.  David  Deshler,  and  so  likewise  the  calculation  of  the 
Eclipse  of  the  Sun  last  year  past,  which  I  left  to  your  Hands  when  there  .  .  . 

‘Pray  dear  Sir!  excuse  me  if  mv  Performances  should  be  found  too 
much  in  a  High  German  Dialect,  which  is  particularly  to  attribute  the  want 
of  English  Mathematical  Authors,  for  so  to  express  mvself  acceptably  in 
that  very  term  in  Custom  by  this  Nation.  ... 

“I  am,  Sir 

“Your  most  obed’t  and  humble  Serv’t, 


“OWEN  BIDDLE,  ESQUIRE.” 


“DANIEL  FREEHART. 


1  Barton’s  “Life  of  David  Rittenhouse,”  p.  261. 
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It  appears  to  have  been  a  difficult  task  at  that  time  to  print  a 
volume  such  as  was  the  first  of  the  Society’s  Transactions.  In  August, 
1769,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  attend  to  the  matter,  and  a  whole 
year  elapsed  before  the  astronomical  papers  were  finished.  The  Society 
presented  each  member  of  the  Assembly  with  a  copy,  together  with  an 
address,  in  which  they  state  that 

“it  will  give  satisfaction  to  the  members  of  the  honorable  House  to  find  that 
the  Province  which  they  represent  can  boast  of  the  first  Society,  and  the  first 
publication  of  a  volume  of  Transactions  for  the  advancement  of  useful 
knowledge  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic ;  a  volume  which  is  wholly  American, 
in  composition,  printing  and  paper ;  and  which,  we  flatter  ourselves, 
may  not  be  thought  altogether  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  men  of  letters 
in  the  most  improved  parts  of  the  world.” 

A  number  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  in  the  year  1770,  formed 
a  “Society  for  encouraging  the  culture  of  silk  in  Pennsylvania.”  It 
was  a  favorite  project  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  although  it  proved 
a  failure,  some  notice  of  it  may  be  here  given  on  account  of  Mr. 
Biddle’s  connection  with  it.  It  was  the  first  effort  of  the  kind  made  in 
the  northern  portion  of  this  country,  although  in  the  South  it  appears 
to  have  been  attended  with  considerable  success. 

Dr.  Franklin,  who  was  then  in  England,  had  written  to  Dr.  Cad- 
walader  Evans, 

“that  if  some  provision  were  made  by  the  Assembly  for  promoting  the 
growth  of  mulberry  trees  in  all  parts  of  the  province,  the  culture  of  silk 
might  afterwards  follow  easily  ....  It  is  the  happiest  of  all  inventions  for 
cloathing.  Wool  uses  a  good  deal  of  land  to  produce  it,  which  if  employed 
in  raising  corn,  would  afford  much  more  subsistence  for  man  than  mutton 
amounts  to  ...  .  Mulberry  trees  may  be  planted  in  hedge  rows,  in  walks 
or  avenues,  near  a  house,  where  nothing  else  is  wanted  to  grow.” 

A  petition  dated  the  2d  of  February,  1770,  was  sent  to  the  Assem¬ 
bly,  “Signed  in  behalf,  and  by  unanimous  desire  of  the  Society  at  their 
meeting,  by  Thomas  Bond,  V.P.,  and  Samuel  Rhoads,  V.P.,”  begging 
their  aid  in  establishing  a  filature  at  Philadelphia ;  and  a  company 
was  organized  with  the  following  managers  and  treasurer :  Dr.  Cad- 
walader  Evans,  Israel  Pemberton,  Benjamin  Morgan,  Moses  Bartram, 
Dr.  Francis  Alison,  Dr.  William  Smith,  John  Rhea,  Samuel  Rhoads, 
Thomas  Fisher,  Owen  Biddle,  Henry  Drinker,  Robert  Strettell  Jones, 
Managers;  Edward  Penington,  Treasurer. 

It  appears  to  have  been  made  a  stock  concern ;  subscriptions  were 
made  in  aid  of  the  Society  by  a  majority  of  the  most  respectable 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  headed  by  Hon.  John  Penn,  who  sub¬ 
scribed  £20,  and  William  Allen  and  James  Hamilton  each  £15.  The 
total  subscriptions  amounted  to  about  £900,  and  the  Assembly  after¬ 
wards  voted  £1000  towards  the  object. 
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Premiums  were  given  to  those  persons  who  raised  the  greatest 
quantity  of  cocoons,  and  a  prize  of  £10  was  given  in  1771  to  Joanna 
Ettwein,  of  Bethlehem,  and  another  was  awarded  to  Mrs.  Susannah 
Wright,  of  Columbia,  Pennsylvania,  and  from  the  silk  woven  from 
her  cocoons  a  court  dress  was  made  for  the  Queen  of  England,  which 
was  presented  by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  samples  of  the  same  were  deposited 
in  the  Philadelphia  Library. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1770,  Mr.  Biddle  was  elected  one  of  the 
curators  of  the  Philosophical  Society,  and  on  the  18th  of  May  of  the 
same  year,  the  Society  appointed  him,  together  with  Mr.  Joel  Bailey 
and  Richard  Thomas,  to  take  the  courses  and  distances  from  New 
Castle  Court-house  to  the  State  House  Observatory,  in  the  most  care¬ 
ful  and  accurate  manner,  that  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  each  might 
be  determined ;  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  23d  of  July, 
1770,  Mr.  Biddle,  in  his  account  to  the  Society  of  the  measurements 
he  had  made,  read  the  following  letter  received  by  him  from  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Smith: 


“PHILADA.,  23d  July,  1770. 

“DEAR  SIR :  Since  you  finished  your  measurement  from  New  Castle 
Courthouse  to  the  Philadelphia  Observatory  in  the  State-house  Square,  the 
58th  vol.  of  the  (Royal  English)  Philosophical  Transactions  has  come  to 
hand,  containing  the  whole  work  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Dixon;  and  it  is 
with  great  pleasure  I  find,  that  the  longitude  of  the  middle  point  of  the 
peninsula  (and  consequently  of  your  Observatory  at  Lewes)  in  respect  to 
Philadelphia,  will  come  out  almost  entirely  the  same  from  their  work  as 
yours,  altho’  obtained  by  different  routes.” 

The  great  interest  which  the  Philosophical  Society  had  manifested 
in  the  transit  of  Venus  of  1769,  and  the  success  of  the  observations  of 
the  different  committees  appointed  to  view  it,  were  of  great  value  to 
the  Society  in  bringing  it  to  the  notice  of  European  savants,  and  had 
the  effect  of  resurrecting  it  from  its  comparatively  languid  and  nearly 
moribund  condition  and  of  infusing  new  life  and  vigor  into  it. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1773,  Mr.  Biddle  was  elected  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  Society,  and  on  the  4th  of  January,  1782,  one  of  the 
councillors.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1781,  he  delivered  the  annual  ora¬ 
tion  before  the  Society,  it  being  one  of  a  series — the  others  having 
been  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  B.  Rush,  David  Rittenhouse, 
Timothy  Matlack,  and  Dr.  P.  Bond. 

The  work  of  the  Society  was  mostly  suspended  during  the  Revo¬ 
lution.  On  the  5th  of  June,  1781,  there  was  a  special  meeting  to  hear 
Mr.  Biddle’s  report  of  the  situation  of  the  Silk  Society.  He  reported 
it  to  be  a  failure,  and  recommended  that  an  Act  of  Assembly  be  sought 

14 


for  the  transfer  of  the  unexpended  funds.  A  committee  was  there¬ 
upon  appointed  to  draft  the  petition,  and  on  the  15th  of  April,  1782, 
an  Act  of  Assembly  was  passed  “transferring  the  monies  and  prop¬ 
erties  to  the  Philosophical  Society,  who  are  to  be  accountable  and 
re-deliver  the  same,  whenever  a  majority  of  the  subscribers  to  the 
Silk  Society  shall  request  it,  to  revive  their  institution.” 

We  have  thus  grouped  together,  and  recorded  in  a  brief  manner,  the 
leading  facts  in  i  regard  to  his  connection  with  the  Philosophical 
Society,  and  will  now  return  to  the  year  1775. 

On  January  23rd  of  that  year  he  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Conference,  held  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  which  the  resolve  of 
non-importing  was  confirmed,  and  the  encouragement  of  domestic  man¬ 
ufactures  was  urged,  especially  that  of  saltpetre  and  gunpowder, 
“inasmuch  as  there  existed  a  great  necessity  for  them,  particularly  in 
the  Indian  trade.” 

Congress  reassembled  on  the  10th  of  May,  and  General  Washing¬ 
ton  was  appointed  commander  of  the  army.  The  battle  of  Lexington 
had  been  fought  on  the  19th  of  April,  and  on  the  17th  of  June  that 
of  Bunker  Hill  occurred. 

These  stirring  and  eventful  times  inflamed  the  ardor  and  aroused 
the  zeal  of  the  brothers  Biddle.  Although  educated  in  the  peaceable 
tenets  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  they  both  entered  heart  and  soul  into 
the  impending  contest.  Owen  remained  at-home  engaged  in  public 
duties  of  a  patriotic  character,  while  Clement  entered  the  army. 

A  committee  was  appointed  June  30,  1775,  termed  a  Committee  of 
Safety  for  the  province,  “for  raising  Troops  when  they  judged  proper 
and  necessity  should  require;  .  .  .  for  paying  and  supplying  them  with 
necessaries  while  in  actual  service,”  etc.,  and  they  were  authorized  to 
draw  orders  on  the  treasurer  for  the  above  purposes.  Owen  Biddle 
was  appointed  a  member,  and  was  very  active  and  efficient  in  his  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  duties  connected  therewith.  On  July  6th  he  was  one 
of  the  committee  for  the  construction  of  boats  and  machines  for  the 
defense  of  the  river;  on  July  14th  he  was  ordered  to  procure  four 
tons  of  grape-shot;  on  August  15th,  he  produced  an  order  from  the 
City  Committee  for  lead  and  flints  they  had  in  their  possession;  on 
August  31st,  he  was  directed  to  procure  for  the  use  of  the  Board  a 
“Seal  about  the  size  of  a  Dollar,  with  a  Cap  of  Liberty,  and  a  motto, 
This  is  my  right  and  I  will  defend  it,  inscribed  with  Pennsylvania, 
Committee  of  Safety,  1775,”  and  on  the  7th  of  September  he  is 
desired  to  procure  a  rifle  that  will  carry  a  half-pound  ball,  with  a 
telescope  sight.  On  June  1,  1776,  he  is  requested  to  procure,  properly 
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assorted,  three  hundred  tons  of  cannon-shot,  and  on  the  8th  of 
Tune,  Tames  and  Owen  Biddle  are  authorized  to  agree  for  a  sufficient 
number  of  storehouses  in  Germantown,  to  contain  the  salt,  saltpetre, 
and  other  articles  belonging  to  the  Province,  that  may  be  thought 
necessary  to  send  there  for  their  better  security;  and  finally ,  on  August 
7th,  he  is  desired  to  procure  the  necessary  clothing  for  Col.  Atlee’s 
battalion.1 

A  conference  of  the  delegates  from  all  the  County  Committees 
was  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  18th  of  June,  1776,  at  Carpenter’s 
Hall,  to  decide  upon  the  mode  of  electing  delegates  to  a  Provincial 
Convention  for  the  purpose  of  framing  a  new  Constitution  for  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Congress  having  recommended  the  formation  of  new  State 
governments,  this  method  of  effecting  the  change,  which  was  pursued 
in  other  States  by  a  revolutionary  convention,  was  determined  upon, 
“for  the  express  purpose  of  forming  a  new  government  for  this  Prov- 
ince,  on  the  authority  of  the  people  only.” 

The  convention  was  composed  of  eight  members  from  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  and  from  each  county,  all  elected  by  the  people: 
the  delegates  from  Philadelphia  being  Benjamin  Franklin,  Frederick 
Kuhl,  Owen  Biddle,  George  Clymer,  Timothy  Matlack,  James  Can¬ 
non,  George  Schlosser,  and  David  Rittenhouse. 

They  assembled  on  the  15th  of  July,  1776,  and  continued  in  ses¬ 
sion  until  the  28th  of  September,  when  the  new  Constitution  was 
promulgated. 

Owen  Biddle's  name  is  not  attached  to  the  Constitution.  Neither 
is  that  of  George  Clymer.  It  is  known  that  Mr.  Biddle  sat,  on  the 
day  of  signing,  in  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  was  busy  all  day  in 
paying  off  the  members  of  the  Convention.  \\  hether  in  the  hurry  of 
business  he  neglected  signing,  or  was  opposed  to  some  of  its  provisions, 
cannot  now  be  ascertained  from  any  accessible  document. 

On  July  6,  1776,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  George 
Clymer  Chairman : 

“The  President  of  the  Congress  this  day  sent  the  following  Resolve  of 
Congress,  which  is  directed  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  this  Board. 

“In  Congress  5th  July,  1776. 

“ Resolved ,  That  copies  of  the  Declaration  be  sent  to  the  several  Assem¬ 
blies,  Conventions,  and  Councils  of  Safety,  and  to  the  several  Commanding 
Officers  of  the  Continental  Troops,  that  it  be  proclaimed  in  each  of  the 
United  States,  and  at  the  head  of  the  Army. 

“By  order  of  Congress, 

“(Signed)  JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presdt. 


1  For  reference  to  the  above,  see  Colonial  Records  (First  Series),  \  ol.  X 
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“In  consequence  of  the  above  Resolve,  Letters  were  wrote  to  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Bucks,  Chester,  Northampton,  Lancaster,  and  Berks,  Inclosing  a  Copy 
of  the  said  Declaration  requesting  the  same  to  be  publish’d  on  Monday 
next,  at  the  places  where  the  Election  for  Delegates  are  to  be  held. 

The  following  document  appears,  a  bill  for  expenses  incurred  in 
compliance  with  the  instructions  of  Congress  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  each  of  the  places  named: 


“The  Committee  of  Safety 


“To 

go  as  an 

Express 

“To  Michael  Kuhn,  Dr. 
to  Chester  County  4  days  at  15 

“To 

do 

do 

Lancaster  County  4  days.... 

“To 

do 

do 

Potts  Grove  &c.,  3G  days.. 

“To 

do 

do 

Bucks  County  4  days . 

£  3.  0.0 
'3.  0.0 
2.12.6 
3.  0.0 


£11.12.6 

“Pay  the  above  account  being  for  services  done  by  order  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  as  per  the  above  account. 

“OWEN  BIDDLE,1 

“10th  July,  1776. 

“TO  JOHN  NIXON,  ESQ.  &  others 
the  Committee  of  Acco’ts.” 


The  following  is  a  letter  from  Major  (afterwards  General)  Thomas 
Mifflin  to  Owen  Biddle  :2 


“CAMBRIDGE  CAMP,  28th  July,  1775. 

“DEAR  MR.  BIDDLE 

“You  cannot  oblige  me  more  than  by  a  Repetition  of  your  last  Favor, 
and  may  depend  upon  my  Exertions  to  gratify  you  whenever  a  proper  oppor¬ 
tunity  offers. 

“Ever  since  we  came  into  this  Camp  we  have  been  employed  in  securing 
our  Posts  around  the  Enemy.  Our  works  are  nearly  completed — indeed  they 
are  already  very  formidable,  and  in  my  opinion  impregnable  to  the  Regulars 
in  their  present  weak  state. 

“If  you  look  into  Aitken’s  Map  of  Boston  Environs,  you  may  be  able 
to  form  an  imperfect  Idea  of  the  two  Camps.  The  Enemy  are  strongly 
posted  on  Bunker’s  Hill— a  Cockpit  or  Redoubt  on  the  Crown— two  in  the 
Centre,  and  a  strong  Line  at  the  foot  of  the  Hill.  Their  out  Centries  are 
posted  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yds.  from  the  Bottom  of  the  Hill.  Our 
advanced  Post  is  near  the  same  place.  The  Centries  not  more  than  50  yds. 
from  each  other.  Our  works  extend  from  Nystic  River  on  the  East,  to 
Cambridge  River,  Roxbury  &  Dorchester  Neck  on  the  West.  We  have 
Winter  Hill  &  Prospect  Hill  well  secured  with  Redoubts,  &c. — many  works  in 
the  Intervals  and  on  each  River.  By  Deserters  just  come  over  to  us  we  are 
informed  that  the  Enemy  have  erected  a  Bomb  Battery  against  our  works 
on  Prospect  Hill  &  propose  to  open  the  Ball  this  Day,  and  that  they  have 
prepared  a  large  Float  to  enter  Cambridge  River,  &  intend  to  burn  this 
Town.  These  things  are  merely  Gasconade,  and  if  attempted  to  be  put  m 


1  This  document  is  in  the  possession  of  Edward  C.  Biddle,  Esq. 

2  For  this  letter,  and  those  which  follow,  we  are  indebted  to  the  courtesy 
of  Mrs.  Neilson  J.  Ritter,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  Philadelphia,  a  daughter  of  the 
late  John  Biddle,  Esq.,  and  a  great-granddaughter  of  Owen  Biddle.  They  are 
selected  from  her  large  and  important  collection  of  family  papers. 
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execution  cannot  hurt  us.  They  have  already  hardened  our  people  by 
Bombarding  Roxbury  in  vain ;  and  plainly  prove  the  want  of  strength  to 
attempt  our  Lines  by  an  approach. 

“The  Post  is  just  setting  off  which  obliges  me  to  close  my  Letter  without 
giving  you  the  Actions  of  this  day,  which  may  be  a  busy  one.  Your  Letter 
has  not  been  in  my  possession  more  than  15  minutes.  Had  I  rec’d  it  sooner 
you  should  have  had  a  Letter  instead  of  this  bare  acknowledgment  of  its 
answer.  Make  my  best  Respects  to  Clemmy  and  your  Family,  &  believe 
me  to  be 

“Your  very  sincere  &  att’d  Frd., 

“T.  MIFFLIN. 

“Bunker’s  Hill  is  One  mile  and  a  few  perches  from  Prospect  Hill. 
Within  Cannon  shot.  A  mile  &  a  half  to  Winter’s  Hill — The  same.” 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1777,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  and 
the  Assembly  under  the  new  Constitution  met,  and  on  the  13th  of 
March  they  established  a  Board  of  War,  and  a  Navy  Board;  the  for¬ 
mer  consisting  of  nine  persons,  of  whom  Mr.  Biddle  was  one.  He  was 
appointed  President  of  the  Board  on  the  13th  of  March,  and  acted  as 
such  for  several  months.  The  Committee  of  Safety  was  then  dis¬ 
pensed  with. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  Clement,  who  was  with  the  army,  writes  to 
his  brother  as  follows : 


“HEAD  QUARTERS,  MORRIS  TOWN, 

“May  5,  1777. 

“DEAR  OWEN 

“I  should  complain  of  your  silence  did  I  not  know  how  much  you  are 
engaged .... 

“The  affair  at  Danbury  cost  the  enemy  pretty  dear.  I  think  their  loss 
must  be  300  killed  &  wounded.  We  had  destroyed  a’bt  1800  bbls.  salt  pro¬ 
visions,  2000  bus.  grain,  6  or  8  Hds.  of  Rum  &  Wine,  2  or  3  of  Sugar,  & 
1600  Tents.  The  arrival  of  three  Vessels  to  the  Eastward  much  more  than 
compensates  our  Loss  in  every  article. . . . 

“Our  Army  begins  to  be  very  respectable,  and  in  a  few  days  our 
strength  will  be  equal  to  the  Enemy  in  the  field.  Our  men  are  "hearty, 
well  clothed  and  provisioned,  and  in  fine  spirits — most  have  Tents  and  the 
whole  will  in  a  few  days.... 

“My  presence  here  is  necessary.  I  never  will  quit  in  dishonor,  and  am 
ready  to  render  any  service  which  my  Country  may  require  of  me ;  but 
unless  I  am  established  on  some  foo-ing  better  than  at  present,  I  cannot 
support  it....  I  never  wish  to  withdraw  myself  from  Danger  while  all 
around  calls  for  the  exertion  of  each  individual.... 

“With  love  to  Sally  &  the  children, 

“I  am,  D’r  Owen, 

“Y’r  afft.  Bro., 
“CLEMENT  BIDDLE.” 

By  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  13th  of  October,  1777  (the  city  then 
being  occupied  by  the  British),  a  body  was  created  termed  the  Council 
of  Safety,  consisting  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  and  nine  other 
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persons.  Mr.  Biddle  was  also  a  member  of  this  body.  This  Council 
was  dissolved  December  6,  1777,  by  proclamation  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 

■ 

In  June,  1777,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Forage. 
His  brother,  Clement,  was  then  acting  as  Commissary-General  of 
Forage,  and  he  became  his  deputy.  The  following  document,  stating 
the  terms  on  which  he  was  employed,  appears : 

“Terms  proposed  for  Owen  Biddle,  Esqr.  A.  C.  G.  Forage  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  for  conducting  the  Business  of  the  Department  there. 

“1st.  That  he  be  allowed  one  Quarter  per  cent  by  the  States  on  all 
monies  drawn  by  him,  and  expended  in  the  district  South  West  of  the 
Delaware. 

“2d.  That  the  same  allowance  be  paid  him  by  the  Corny.  Genl  of  Forage 
to  make  up  his  Commissions,  one  half  per  cent. 

“3d.  The  usual  commissions  to  be  paid  him  for  purchases  in  his  dis¬ 
trict  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia. 

“4th.  Necessary  Assistants  and  Clerks  to  be  allowed  him. 

“5th.  Office  Rent  to  be  paid  by  the  States. 

“N.  B. — The  whole  accounts  of  the  Department  to  be  transmitted  to 
Philadelphia  for  Settlement  at  the  Office  there,  by  him  or  a  deputy  in  the 
Office. 

“The  Forage  business  being  in  great  distress  for  want  of  a  suitable  Per¬ 
son  to  conduct  it  at  Philadelphia ;  and  not  being  able  to  procure  a  proper  one 
for  the  purpose  short  of  the  above  conditions,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
engaging  Mr.  Biddle,  fearing  the  want  of  his  Services  should  bring  dis¬ 
tress  upon  the  Army,  and  confusion  creep  into  the  Department. 

“NATH.  GREEN,  Q.  M.  G. 

“Middle  Brook,  1st  April,  1779. 

“I  confirm  the  within  on  my  part. 

“CLEMENT  BIDDLE,  C.  G.  F. 

“To  OWEN  BIDDLE,  ESQ. 

“A.  C.  G.  F. 

“Philadelphia.” 

Which  document  is  endorsed  on  the  back :  “The  terms  on  which 
Major  General  Greene  and  C.  Biddle  employed  me  in  the  Forage 
department/’ 

His  cousin,  Charles  Biddle,  who  was  then  at  sea,  writes  me  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


“MOLE,  Feb’y  1,  1777. 

“DEAR  SIR 

“I  was  in  hopes  to  have  seen  you  by  this  time,  but  one  accident  or 
another  has  prevented  me.  I  expect  soon  to  see  the  Brig  here.  I  long  to 
have  a  Cruize  in  her.  I  cannot  express  the  uneasiness  I  feel  at  being  here 
at  this  time,  but  hope  soon  to  be  with  you,  tho’  I  could  make  out  exceedingly 
well  by  staying  here.  Capt.  Pickering  in  a  Brig  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Maryland,  that  fitted  out  at  this  place,  cut  out  of  the  N.  side  of  Jamaica 
a  large  ship  and  several  small  vessels. 
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“I  have  sent  you  by  Mr.  Hunter  to  the  amount  of  fifty  dollars  in  small 
articles  that  must  neat  a  great  Profit,  and  will  bring  or  send  the  remainder 
by  the  next  good  opportunity.  As  I  write  to  none  of  the  Family  but  you, 
please  to  give  my  affectionate  love  to  them  all,  and  believe  me, 

“Dr.  Sir, 

“Your  most  afft  kinsman 
“&  humble  Serv’t, 

“CHAS.  BIDDLE.” 


u 


u 

n 


“(Memo,  by  Owen  Biddle.) 
“Captain  Biddle  has  remitted  to  me, 


10  ps.  Canvas,  cost . £51.13.2 

1  “  Linen  .  6.  2.9 

Twine  .  1.17.6 


Pins  &  Needles,  by  Alex’r  Hunter,  18.15.- 


“26  May,  1777. 

“OWEN  BIDDLE.” 


£78.  8.5 


Mr.  Biddle  also  joined  with  eighty  other  merchants  in  becoming 
personally  responsible  for  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
pounds  for  supplies  for  the  army,  without  which  assistance  it  could 
not  have  been  retained  in  the  field. 

The  two  following  letters  are  in  reference  to  the  forage  business: 

From  Owen  Biddle  to  Clement  Biddle : 


“DEAR  BROTHER 


“PHILADA.  30th  Nov’r  1779. 


“.  .  .  Continental  money  goes  on  depreciating  at  a  rapid  rate.  Hickory 
fire  wood  is  at  £90  per  cord;  Flour  £75  per  hundred,  and  in  many  places 
in  this  State,  Rye  is  at  £12,  Corn  £10,  Barley  £8,  Oats  £5,  Buckwheat  £6, 
per  bushel.  I  see  no  prospect  of  the  price  reducing  under  the  present 
situation  of  our  funds.  ... 

“I  am,  your  affectionate  Brother 


“OWEN  BIDDLE.” 


From  Owen  Biddle  to  Colonel  Charles  Pettit: 


“SIR 


“PHILADA.  Deer  21st,  1779. 


“Agreeable  to  your  Requisition  I  have  endeavored  to  make  out  an 

Account  of  forage  purchased  in  one  year,  which  I  have  subjoined.  It  is 
chiefly  taken  from  actual  returns;  and  where  returns  have  not  been  made, 
the  quantity  is  rated  rather  under  than  to  exceed  what  I  believe  to  have  been 
purchased. 

“It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  that  satisfaction  I  could  wish 
respecting  the  proportions  used  in  different  seasons  of  the  year ;  as  many 
returns  made  into  the  office  specify  only  the  annual  amount  without  distin¬ 
guishing  the  monthly  purchases ;  but  there  is  evidently  more  by  near  one 
third  used  during  the  winter  than  during  the  summer.  The  following 

account  will  differ  from  that  which  I  rendered  you  the  21st.  Inst.,  as  that 

was  done  hastily,  which  occasioned  several  returns  to  be  overlooked  and 

some  districts  not  taken  into  the  account,  but  it  will  appear  that  I  had  not 
exaggerated  the  quantity  in  that  estimate. 
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“In  the  Eastern  States  the  quantity  of  grain  consumed  is  small  com¬ 
pared  with  the  quantity  of  Hay,  occasioned  by  the  use  of  oxen,  which  is  an 
advantage  worthy  of  note. 


“An  Account  of  Forage  purchased  and  consumed  in  one  year. 

Bus.  Tons 

Grain  Hay 

Purchased  by  Col.  Finnie  in  Virginia .  88,085  327 

Purchased  by  Col.  Hut,  part  in  Virginia,  and  part  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  .  52,494  606 

In  Western  Shore  of  Maryland .  34,858  397 

“  Eastern  do  . 156,323  359 

“  Delaware  . 117,395  -700 

“  Pennsylvania,  viz., 

Philada.  City  and  County . 41,235  2,705 

Chester  County  .  26,689  578 

Berks  County  .  37,615  214 

Lancaster  County  .  67,213  1,469 

Cumberland,  York,  and  Bedford  Cos .  43,413  752 

Northumberland  County  .  10,075  315 

Northampton,  and  Bucks  Cos.  (supposed  to  be,  not 

having  returns)  . 60,000  600 

In  New  York  State  (supposed  to  be,  not  having  returns)  ..  100,000  1,000 

“  Jersey  State  (supposed  to  be,  not  having  returns) . 120,000  1,500 

“  Connecticut  .  28,081  4,237 

“  Rhode  Island  .  3,923  1,808 

“  Massachusetts  .  8,743  1,457 

“  New  Hampshire  (supposed)  .  500  50 

Albany  district,  not  included  in  the  estimate  for  New  York  7,315  333 


Total  amount  . ^ . 1,003,957  19,407 

“Out  of  this  quantity  of  1,003,957  Bushels  of  Corn  and  Grain,  about 
fifty  thousand  should  be  deducted  which  is  sent  from  Virginia  and  the 
Western  shore  of  Maryland,  to  the  head  of  Elk;  and  which  is  included  in 
the  quantity  specified  as  purchased  in  Virginia  and  the  Western  shore  of 
Maryland ;  also  on  the  Eastern  shore,  which  occasions  it  to  be  taken  into  the 
account. 

“I  am  with  respect 
“Sir,  y’r  obed’t  &  hble  serv’t 

“OWEN  BIDDLE 
“Ass’t  C.  Gen’l  Forage 

“Col.  Charles  Pettit 
“A.  Q.  M.  General.” 


The  celebrated  Thomas  Paine,  author  of  “Common  Sense,”  etc., 
when  compelled  to  resign  his  commission  as  secretary  to  the  Congres¬ 
sional  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  January  8,  1779,  for  publishing 
in  the  P cnnsylvania  Packet  of  January  2  and  5  of  the  same  year  two 
letters  in  regard  to  the  supplies  which  Silas  Deane  and  Beaumarchais 
professed  to  have  purchased,  which  were  really  a  present  from  the 
Court  of  France,  became  a  clerk  to  Owen  Biddle,  and  whilst  in  this 
position  he  still  prosecuted  his  controversy  with  Deane.  The  next 
year  (1780)  he  was  appointed  clerk  to  the  Assembly  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 
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Those  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  who  had  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  Revolution  were,  after  the  war  was  over,  denied  their 
usual  rights  and  privileges,  and  the  Friends  proceeded  to  disown 
them.  On  the  20th  of  February,  1781,  the  following  persons  met  at 
the  house  of  Samuel  Wetherill:  Isaac  Howell,  James  Sloane,  Robert 
Parrish,  White  Matlack,  Samuel  Wetherill,  Owen  Biddle,  Moses 
Bartram,  and  Benjamin  Say,  and  they  organized  a  society  of  their 
own,  which  they  entitled  “The  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  called 
by  some  Free  Quakers,  distinguishing  us  from  those  of  our  brethren 
who  have  disowned  us.” 

The  number  of  members  was  said  to  have  been  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  among  whom  were  Christopher  Marshall,  Timothy  Matlack, 
Joseph  Stiles,  Peter  Thomson,  John  Claypoole,  and  John  Eldridge. 
They  started  a  subscription  for  the  erection  of  a  meeting-house,  and 
with  the  fund  thus  raised  purchased  a  lot  of  ground  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  Arch  and  Fifth  Streets,  and  erected  the  building  still  stand¬ 
ing  there,  with  the  inscription  in  its  gable  end  testifying  to  its  having 
been  “Erected  A.  D.  1783.  Of  the  Empire  8.” 

They  also  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  a  lot  of  ground  for  burial 
purposes,  and  on  the  26th  of  August,  1786,  an  act  was  passed  vesting 
in  the  Free  Quakers  a  lot  on  the  west  side  of  Fifth  Street,  between 
Prune  and  Spruce  Streets. 

There  had  been  a  contest  in  1774  between  the  governor  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  the  authorities  of  Pennsylvania  in  regard  to  the  boundary¬ 
line  between  the  two  States.  The  fort  at  Pittsburgh  had  been  seized 
by  orders  of  Lord  Dunmore,  he  claiming  it  was  within  the  Virginia 
boundary;  and  troubles  also  arose  with  the  Indians.  On  February 
11,  1782,  Owen  Biddle  was  appointed  to  run  the  boundary-line  between 
the  two  States,  a  work  which  he  doubtless  performed,  though  we  have 
no  record  of  it. 

His  residence  was  Peel  Hall,  which  occupied  the  site  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  Girard  College,  and  which  was  burned  during  the  British  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  city,  and  it  has  usually  been  supposed  was  destroyed  in 
retaliation  for  his  activity  in  the  American  service.  But  upon  investi¬ 
gation  this  proves  to  be  erroneous.  The  Peel  Hall  property,  containing 
forty-five  acres  of  land,  was  purchased  June  7,  1742,  by  Oswald  Peel, 
who  doubtless  erected  the  mansion-house,  and  from  whom  it  derived 
its  name.  In  1765  Oswald  Peel  died,  and  his  executors  conveyed  the 
same  to  Turbutt  Francis,  who  the  same  year  conveyed  it  to  William 
Dowell.  He  died  in  1/68,  and  on  the  17th  of  April,  1771,  his  widow 
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conveyed  the  same  to  Andrew  Doz,  who,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1775, 
conveyed  it  to  Richard  Penn. 

It  was  during  the  ownership  of  Richard  Penn  that  the  building 
was  burned  (in  November,  1777),  the  excuse  being  that  it  served  as 
a  protection  for  the  rebels  in  firing  upon  the  British. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1779,  Richard  Penn,  by  his  attorney, 
Tench  Francis,  conveyed  the  said  forty-five  acres,  with  the  ruins  of 
the  mansion-house,  to  Owen  Biddle,  the  deed  reciting  that 

“the  capital  Messuage  called  Peel  Hall,  with  the  outhouses,  improvements 
and  gardens,  being  now  torn  down,  burnt,  and  almost  destroyed ;  and  the 
tract  or  piece  of  land  belonging  thereunto  being  laid  waste  and  opened  to 
commons ;  the  Fences  which  enclosed  the  same  being  taken  away  and 
destroyed;  and  the  said  Tench  Francis,  attorney  for  the  said  Richard  Penn, 
being  mindful  of  the  Trust  in  him  reposed,  thinking  it  most  advantageous  to 
the  estate,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Richard  Penn,  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  the  same ;  accordingly  has  contracted  with  and  sold  the  same  to  Owen 
Biddle  for  the  consideration  of  Nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  Eighty 
Seven  pounds  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania.”1 

The  following  letter  is  from  George  Lux,  Esq.  He  had  married 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Edward  Biddle,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  and  resided 
in  Baltimore.  Edward  Biddle  was  a  member  of  the  Congresses  of 
1774  and  1775,  but  was  unable  to  attend  the  latter  Congress  on  account 
of  ill  health.  He  died  September  5,  1779. 

As  it  may  be  of  interest  to  continue  the  title  to  this  property  to  its  occupancy 
by  Girard  College,  we  add  the  following : 

Owen  Biddle’s  assignees,  on  the  9th  of  December,  1784,  conveyed  to  James 
Starr  the  mansion-house  and  nineteen  acres,  being  the  easternmost  part  of  the 
tract;  and  on  the  1st  of  May,  1785,  they  conveyed  the  westernmost  part  (twenty- 
five  and  one-quarter  acres)  to  Henry  Chapman.  On  the  3d  of  November,  1792, 
Henry  Chapman  conveyed  to  John  Mayo;  and  on  the  1st  of  October,  1794, 
James  Starr,  and  on  the  22d  of  November,  1794,  John  Mayo  conveyed  the  same 
unto  Jeremiah  and  Richard  Parker.  The  said  Richard  Parker  died  intestate 
and  without  issue  February  26,  1818,  leaving  two  brothers,  Jeremiah  and 
William  Parker,  and  four  sisters,  Lydia,  Sarah,  Eleanor  (Parker)  Foulke,  and 
Rebecca  (Parker)  Hallowed.  Lydia  Parker  died  December  5,  1823,  unmarried 
and  intestate;  Jeremiah  Parker  died  October  27,  1827,  having  devised  all  his 
real  estate  to  his  brother,  William;  and  on  the  6th  of  June,  1831,  William  Parker, 
Eleanor  Foulke  (widow),  and  John  and  Rebecca  Hallowell  conveyed  the 
said  messuage  and  forty-five  acres  of  land  to  Stephen  Girard  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 


“DEAR  SIR 


“BALTIMORE  25  December,  1779. 


“I  did  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  you  by  General  Thompson  a  few 
days  ago.  In  the  letter  I  mentioned  several  letters  being  forwarded  to  Mrs. 
Biddle,  and  I  did  not  think  at  the  time  of  writing  it,  that  I  should  have  so 


Among  those  Philadelphia  property-holders  who  suffered  loss  by  the  British 
occupation,  according  to  an  appraisement  made  in  1782,  were :  “Richard  Penn  and 
Sarah  Master’s  estate,  Northern  Liberties,  West,  £4890,”  which  doubtless  included 
this  property.  Richard  Penn  had  married  Mary,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Lawrence  Masters,  May  21,  1772. 
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good  an  opportunity  of  sending  it  directly  to  Mrs.  Biddle  without  troubling 
you.  I  must  now  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  to  Reading  the  letter  for 
Mrs.  Biddle  accompanying  this.  This  is  forwarded  by  Mr.  Luther  Martin, 
Attorney  General  for  this  State.  I  must  request  the  favour  of  you,  my 
dear  Sir,  to  get  both  the  plans  of  St.  Peter’s  &  Christ  churches,  and  send 
(them)  down  by  him:  let  them  be  particularly  specified,  so  as  to  be  obvious 
to  the  meanest  capacity,  for  we  must  have  a  good  Church  in  this  town,  if 
possible.  Any  expence  arising  from  employing  a  Draughtsman,  & c.,  I  will 
readily  pay  you  on  demand,  &  knowing  the  sum  by  Mr.  Martin;  he  is 
requested  to  call  on  you  for  the  plans.1  .  .  .  Believe  me  to  be 

“Dear  Sir 

“Your  Friend  &  Serv’t 

“GEO  LUX. 


“OWEN  BIDDLE,  ESQ.” 


\Ye  select  from  an  extensive  correspondence  a  few  letters  to  and 
from  Owen  Biddle,  chiefly  relating  to  the  perplexities  and  troubles 
which  he  encountered  in  conducting  the  business  of  the  Forage  Depart¬ 
ment. 

“PHILADA  Octob’r  14th,  1779. 

“DEAR  CLEMMY 

.  .  We  had  hopes  that  our  Money  would  appreciate  in  consequence  of 
the  measures  adopted  by  Congress,  and  a  general  wish  prevailed  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  ye  prices  of  Forage  would  become  more  moderate  and 
stationary.  .  .  .  Before  I  received  your  last  letter  I  was  convinced  to  ye 
contrary,  &  had  made  a  formal  application  in  writing  for  1,200,000  Dollars 
as  necessary  for  the  Immediate  supply  of  the  Army  &  Cattle,  agreeable  to 
the  requisition  of  Messrs.  Chaloner  &  White,  besides  what  might  be  wanted  for 
forming  magazines.  Since  then  our  necessities  have  increased  beyond  credi¬ 
bility,  and  for  want  of  money  we  are  obliged  to  decline  the  purchase  of 
large  quantities  of  Forage  which  has  been  offered  for  ready  money,  altho’ 
I  am  certain  some  disaster  must  happen  for  want  of  it.  .  .  .  This  you  may 
depend  on — that  I  cannot  furnish  forage  for  the  army  agreeable  to  your 
expectations  or  the  wants  of  the  army  unless  I  am  kept  in  cash  to  support 
the  expences  of  the  department.  .  .  .  For  heaven’s  sake  represent  our  situ¬ 
ation,  and  obtain  speedy  and  effectual  advances  of  cash  with  which  I  will 
be  answerable  that  you  shall  have  a  sufficiency  of  Forage,  if  it  is  to  be 
had;  but  without  I  shall  consider  myself  entirely  freed  from  any  obligation 
to  provide  for  you.  I  would  not  have  you  consider  this  letter  as  a  matter 
of  form,  but  substantially  true,  and  to  avert  the  distresses  that  must  ensue, 
I  do  entreat  your  interposition.  I  am  out  of  Forage  (Grain,  I  mean),  out 
of  money,  and  I  apply  to  you  as  my  dernier  resort,  after  other  official  appli¬ 
cations  have  failed. 

“To  COL.  CLEMENT  BIDDLE  “I  am  Dr  Brother 

“Commiss’y  Gen’l  Forage  “Y’r  very  affect’e 

“New  Windsor.”  “OWEN  BIDDLE,  A.  C.  G.  F. 


1  In  a  memorandum-book  of  Owen  Biddle,  we  find  the  following  under  date 
of  January  18,  1780:  “John  Folwell  has  had  at  different  times  the  following 
sums  of  money  for  a  model  of  Christ  Church ;  viz.  185,  50,  60  and  200  dollars.” 

This,  of  course,  is  in  Continental  currency. 

In  the  same  book,  under  date  of  May  31,  1780,  he  quotes  the  price  of  vege¬ 
tables  as  follows : 


“Peas  at  market  this  day . 30 

Asparagus  .  5 

Cabbage  plants  . from  15  to  20 

Butter  . from  8  to  12 

Radishes  .  1 


dols.  a  half  peck, 
pr  bunch. 

“  hundred. 
“  “  pound. 

“  “  bunch.” 
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Owen  Biddle  to  Colonel  Archibald  Steel,  A.  C.  G.  F.,  Martinsburg : 


“Philad’a  3d  March  1780. 


“SIR 

.  .  The  very  necessitous  situation  of  the  Public  for  want  of  ways  and 
means  to  provide  suitably  for  the  support  of  the  several  departments  of  the 
Army,  makes  me  very  unhappy,  &  I  have  no  doubt  but  all  those  Gentlemen 
in  power  who  have  the  management  of  our  finances  are  equally  distressed 
and  much  embarrassed;  at  the  same  time  that  I  feel  for  our  own  distressed 
situation,  &  have  the  greatest  compassion  for  them,  upon  whom  all  our 
complaints  for  want  of  Money  must  center ;  and  like  Atlas,  they  have  a 
world  of  difficulties  to  support. 

“After  premising  thus  much  you  will  readily  imagine  that  the  subsequent 
part  of  the  Letter  contains  only  an  apology  for  not  sending  you  the  money 
you  desire ;  as  in  truth,  such  has  been  my  situation  for  several  months  past, 
that  I  have  been  obliged  to  borrow  all  the  money  I  had  credit  for,  to  add 
to  the  little  I  received  from  the  public,  to  pay  the  running  expences  of  the 
office,  and  to  answer  some  special  Orders  from  my  superiors  in  office. 

“I  suppose  you  have  been  informed  that  General  Schuyler,  Gen’l  Mifflin 
&  Col.  Pickering  are  appointed  by  Congress  to  make  a  general  new  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  staff  departments;  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  all  staff  officers, 
&c.  &c.  From  this  appointment  Congress  have  great  expectations  of  some 
useful  reform,  and  that  they  will  adopt  such  plans  of  economy  that  the 
future  supplies  will  be  more  adequate  to  the  public  expences.  I  long  for 
these  Gentlemen  to  enter  upon  business,  in  hopes  I  shall  be  delivered  in  some 
way  from  my  present  embarrassments,  which  are  almost  insupportable;  but 
we  cannot  shrink  from  the  burden  at  this  time  with  reputation  to  ourselves, 
nor  without  great  inconvenience  to  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

“I  flatter  myself  these  considerations  will  have  the  same  influence  upon 
us  all ; .  which  will  at  least  secure  to  us  the  approbation  of  our  country ; 
that  will  be  some  compensation  for  the  sacrifice  we  are  daily  making,  both 
of  our  peace  of  mind  &  fortunes. 

“I  am, 

“Your  Obed’t  humble  serv’t 
“OWEN  BIDDLE  Ass’t  C.  G.  F” 


From  Major-General  Arnold  to  Colonel  Clement  Biddle: 

“PHILADA  March  11,  1780. 

“DR  SIR 

“I  have  applied  frequently  of  late  to  the  Forrage  Master  for  Hay  & 
Oats  for  my  Horses,  and  can  obtain  neither,  and  they  are  now  starving. 
I  must  request  that  you  will  give  orders  that  I  may  be  supplied  with  Both. 
If  there  is  no  Oats  in  the  Magazines,  I  will  order  some  bought,  provided 
you  will  pay  for  them,  which  will  oblige 

“Sir, 

“Your  most  Hble  servt 

“B.  ARNOLD  MG’L. 

“COLONEL  BIDDLE.” 


His  brother,  Clement,  had  for  some  time  found  that  the  duties 
connected  with  his  office  as  Commissary-General  of  Forage  were,  prin¬ 
cipally  from  not  being  supplied  with  the  requisite  funds  for  making 
the  necessary  purchases,  very  harassing  and  laborious,  and  he  was  now 
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desirous  of  retiring  from  this  vexatious  post  in  order  that  he  might 
devote  some  attention  to  his  private  affairs,  which  had  suffered  from 
neglect.  He  writes  to  Owen  as  follows : 


“MORRISTOWN  18  March  1780. 


“DEAR  OWEN 

_  “I  wish  to  retire  from  the  perplexities  &  embarrassments  in  which  my 
Office  is  involved,  but  we  must  act  with  caution  to  obtain  as  large  supplies 
as  possible  towards  discharging  our  Debts;  and  the  Love  I  have  for  the 
Army  &  my  country,  prevents  my  taking  any  hasty  measures  to  quit  the 
service  when  I  see  my  presence  is  both  useful  and  necessary. 

“I  must  watch  for  the  favorable  moment  to  retreat,  which  I  am  more 
anxious  to  do  on  account  of  my  numerous  public  Accounts  which  remain 
unsettled. 


“Without  your  continuance  for  some  time  I  shall  be  involved  in  still 
greater  difficulties — therefore  am  much  obliged  by  your  determination  not 
to  quit  me  hastily.  ...  I  know  that  Gen.  Greene  thinks  our  services  cannot 
be  dispensed  with,  if  he  is  obliged  to  continue. 

“Yr.  afft.  Bro. 


“C.  BIDDLE.” 


From  Owen  Biddle  to  Colonel  Philip  Marsteller,  Lebanon,  Lan¬ 
caster  County,  Pennsylvania : 


“DEAR  SIR 


PHILADELPHIA  18  July,  1780. 


“I  have  spared  no  reasonable  pains  to  obtain  money  for  you,  but  with¬ 
out  success.  .  .  . 

“Your  situation  is  deplorable  but  not  singular;  we  all  groan  under  public 
poverty,  and  wish  devoutly  to  be  relieved,  but  as  yet  cannot  have  our 
desires  in  any  way;  they  will  neither  do  without  us,  nor  enable  us  to  do  for 
them.  I  have  wrote  as  spirited  a  representation  of  our  case  to  be  laid  before 
General  Greene  as  I  was  capable,  &  insisted  upon  something  decisive  being 
done.  If  we  are  necessary  to  the  Public,  we  ought  to  be  supported;  if 
useless  we  ought  to  be  discharged.  One  of  those  alternatives  I  have  insisted 
upon.  .  .  . 

“This  morning  Dr.  Cochran  came  from  General  Washington’s  Quarters; 
he  informs  us  that  Admiral  Greaves,  with  six  ships  of  the  line  &  six 
frigates  are  arrived  at  New  York,  &  that  People  who  had  come  from  N. 
York  to  Head  Quarters  say  there  has  been  another  engagement  between  the 
combined  fleets  &  the  British  in  the  West  Indies,  &  that  the  latter  has  suf¬ 
fered  considerably.  This  wants  confirmation.  We  have  no  certain  informa¬ 
tion  of  what  is  doing  to  the  southward ;  only  that  most  of  the  inhabitants 
of  South  Carolina  had  taken  protection  from  the  enemy;  the  simple  sheep 
have  foolishly  leagued  with  the  ravenous  wolf;  in  consequence  of  which 
the  militia  in  that  State  are  ordered  to  turn  out  to  defend  themselves  against 
the  Rebels.  This  will  probably  be  an  active,  bloody,  and  expensive  cam¬ 
paign;  but  I  do  not.  conceive  it  will  terminate  the  war,  as  the  pulse  of  all  the 
combatants  beats  high  with  expectation  of  Victory;  and  no  disposition  to 
submit  to  degrading  terms  which  some  of  them  must  come  to  before  there 
can  be  peace. 

“I  am  with  regard 

“Your  obed’t  Serv’t 

“OWEN  BIDDLE. 

“COL.  PHILIP  MARSTELLER 
“D.  C.  G.  F. 


“Lebanon,  Lancaster  County.” 
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The  two  following  letters  are  from  his  brother,  Clement : 


“DEAR  OWEN 


“MORRIS  TOWN  May  16,  1780. 


.  .  .  The  calls  of  the  Treasury  Board  on  the  subject  of  Accounts 
finally  decided  me  on  resigning,  that  I  might  attend  at  Philada.  by  the  1st  of 
June. 

“Accordingly  I  sent  my  resignation  to  Gen.  Greene,  &  he  sees  the  jus¬ 
tice  of  my  reasons,  &  approves  of  my  retiring.  I  have  wrote,  &  shall  this  day 
send  my  letter  to  his  Excellency,  Gen’l  Washington,  informing  of  the 
reasons  which  obliged  me  to  take  this  step.  Although  I  think  he  wishes  me 
not  to  leave  him,  I  think  he  cannot  object  to  it,  &  I  expect  to  be  with  -you 
before  the  end  of  the  month.  My  next  Letter  will  probably  inform  you 
with  some  certainty  when  I  shall  leave  this. 

“I  really  quit  the  Army  with  reluctance,  as  I  wish  to  serve  my  country; 
and  I  prefer  the  Army  to  the  City, — but  I  can  now  be  of  little  service  by 
remaining;  my  feelings  are  hurt  on  several  accounts;  and  the  extensive 
&  diffused  state  of  my  private  Accounts  alarms  me  when  I  think  of  my 
Family,  in  case  any  accident  should  prevent  my  personal  attention  to  settling 
them.  .  .  . 

“Yr  afft  Bro. 

“C.  BIDDLE.” 


“DEAR  OWEN 


MORRIS  TOWN,  May  18,  1780. 


“I  have  this  morning  received  a  very  affectionate  and  friendly  letter 
from  Gen’l  Washington,  which  decides  my  leaving  the  Army,  &  shall  set  off 
in  ten  days,  or  perhaps  sooner,  for  Philadelphia. 

“If  you  can  engage  a  house  that  you  think  will  suit  me,  you  may  now  do 
so  with  certainty. 

“I  am,  Dr  Owen, 

“Yrs  C.  BIDDLE.” 


From  Colonel  Charles  Pettit  to  Owen  Biddle: 

“SIR 

“I  have  just  now  rec’d  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Treasury,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract.  This  Letter  seems  to  be  in  answer  to  one  1 
wrote  them  yesterday,  in  which  I  mentioned  the  application  I  made  on 
your  behalf  the  20th  July  for  140,560  dollars,  and  the  general  estimate  of 
Col.  C.  Biddle,  presented  the  16th  June.  But  what  I  here  give  you  is  all  they 
say  upon  the  subject. 

“I  am  Sir, 

“Your  most  humble  Serv’t. 

“CHAS.  PETTIT. 


“OWEN  BIDDLE  ESQR.” 
“SIR 


“3.  Augt.  1780. 

“TREASURY  OFFICE, 
2nd  August  1780. 


“Your  application  dated  the  31st  ultimo  for  Eight  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Dollars  for  the  use  of  Col.  A.  Steel, 
William  Cook,  and  J.  Bennet,  Deputies  in  the  Forage  Department,  has  been 
considered  by  the  Board.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury  to  supply 
you  at  present,  which  renders  it  expedient  to  defer  the  requisite  report  in 
your  favor.” 
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In  the  month  of  July,  1780,  General  Nathaniel  Greene  resigned  his 
position  as  quartermaster-general;  and  Colonel  Timothy  Pickering  was 
appointed,  on  the  5th  of  August,  to  succeed  him.  There  was  consid¬ 
erable  delay  in  his  arriving  at  head-quarters,  which  did  not  happen 
until  the  30th  of  September ;  and  numerous  letters  passed  between 
the  brothers  on  the  subject.  Clement  writes  on  the  15th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  as  follows : 


CAMP,  Sept.  15,  1780. 

"DEAR  OWEN 

“I  wrote  by  an  Express  which  went  yesterday,  since  which  I  have  not 
much  to  add. 

"As  Col.  Pickering  was  not  arrived,  and  this  day  was  the  last  on  which 
our  certificates  had  any  validity  by  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  23d  ulto.,  Genl. 
Greene  and  myself  waited  on  Gen’l  Washington,  &  represented  the  case, 
which  occasions  much  difficulty.  An  express  is  gone  off  to  hasten  Col.  Pick¬ 
ering  to  Camp,  and  the  General  is  to  give  me  a  special  power  to  give  such 
certificates  as  are  required  for  ten  Days,  or  until  Col.  Pickering  arrives. 
Nothing  but  the  good  of  the  Army  and  Service  could  induce  me  to  act  under 
such  circumstances — but  from  my  attachment  to  them  I  must  from  my  feel¬ 
ings  and  sentiments  do  all  in  my  power  until  my  successor  arrives ;  and  I 
earnestly  pray  it  may  be  soon. 

"With  Becky’s  &  my  Love  to  you  all, 

"I  remain, 

"Yr  affect  Bro. 

"C.  BIDDLE.” 


"DEAR  OWEN 


"CAMP  TAPPAN,  Septem.  21,  1780. 


"I  wrote  you  a  few  days  ago  that  Gen’l  Washington  had  gone  to 
Danbury  to  an  interview  with  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  and  the  Army  is 
commanded  by  Gen’l  Greene. 


"Yesterday  we  removed  from  Kinderhook,  about  8  miles  back,  to  our 
old  Camp  at  this  place. 

"The  Troops  have  been  frequently  without  beef,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
see  their  supplies  so  short  and  uncertain.  .  .  .  We  are  without  news  yet  of 
Col.  Pickering,  but  surely  the  General’s  letter  of  the  16th  must  bring  him  up 
before  this  week  is  out.  I  am  really  anxious  to  get  to  Philadelphia  with  my 
Family. 

"I  am  Dr  Owen,  with  Becky’s  &  my  love  to  the  Family, 

"Your  affect  Bro. 

"C.  BIDDLE.” 


It  was  this  time,  during  the  absence  of  Washington  from  the  army, 
while  on  a  visit  to  Count  Rochambeau,  at  Hartford,  which  General 
Arnold  selected  to  meet  Major  Andre,  near  Stony  Point,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  making  arrangements  with  him  for  delivering  up  West  Point 
to  the  British. 

The  following  letters  from  his  brother,  Clement,  and  George  Lux 
follow : 
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“CAMP  TAPPAN  Sept.  26,  1780. 


“DEAR  OWEN 

“General  Arnold  went  off  from  West  Point  on  board  one  of  the  Enemy’s 
ships  which  lay  below  Stony  Point;  on  Major  Andre,  the  British  D.  Adjt. 
Genl.  being  taken  up  by  a  party  of  militia,  &  a  number  of  papers  found  on 
him,  at  Tarrytown ;  which  discovered  a  plot  for  delivering  up  the  Fort  on 
this  day;  but  the  change  of  wind  prevented  their  Ships  coming  up,  and 
Major  Andre  being  secured,  brought  the  affair  to  light,  just  as  Genl.  Wash¬ 
ington  arrived  at  the  Fort  on  his  return  from  Hartford — but  I  have  no 
further  particulars  yet. 

“The  1st  Pennsylvania  Brigade  marched  last  night  for  West  Point, 
&  the  whole  Army  are  under  arms;  this  probably  was  the  destination  of  the 
eight  Regiments,  supposed  for  Virginia,  which  I  mentioned  in  the  enclosed 
letter  for  you  to  communicate  to  Thos.  Richardson. 

“I  shall  set  off  on  Thursday,  unless  Gen’l  Washington  should  not  arrive 
here  tomorrow. 

“I  hope  to  see  you  by  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  next  week,  &  am, 

“Dr  Owen,  Yr  affect.  Bro. 

“C.  BIDDLE.” 

“BALTIMORE  17  Oct.,  1780. 

(Wednesday) 

“DEAR  SIR 

“.  .  .  .  Most  people  here  were  extremely  shocked  at  General  Arnold’s 
treachery,  but  I  must  confess  I  was  not;  for  I  have  uniformly  thought  him 
capable  of  every  villainy,  ever  since  the  year  1776.  Poor  Major  Scull  gave 
me  such  instances  of  his  mal-practices  as  fixed  him  a  Rascal  in  my  opinion, 
which  no  subsequent  action  of  gallantry  on  his  part  could  ever  eradicate. 
The  poor  Major  constantly  concluded  every  letter  from  Canada  with  express¬ 
ing  his  fears  that  Arnold’s  treachery  or  rashness  would  be  the  ruin  of  our 
affairs  in  that  quarter. 

“I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  spirit  of  vigor  exercised  by  your  Council 
in  banishing  old  Franks  and  Billy  Hamilton.  I  am  no  advocate  for  perse¬ 
cution,  but  it  is  certainly  time  to  throw  aside  that  lenity  to  the  disaffected, 
which  has  been  so  constantly  abused ;  our  State  is  too  much  so,  but  they  have 
never  had  the  enemy  among  them  to  arouse  their  feelings,  nor  discovered 
any  active  treason  in  a  man  of  note.  .  .  . 

“We  are  told  that  Genl.  Gates  will  be  speedily  in  Philada.  in  order  to 
have  a  Court  of  Enquiry  upon  him  for  his  behavior  at  the  Battle  of  Camden. 
Ill-natured  people  freely  express  their  suspicions  of  his  being  bribed, — but 
it  is  a  very  ungenerous  thing.  He  is  neither  insatiably  avaricious  nor  pro¬ 
fusely  extravagant  (both  of  which  Arnold  was), — and  therefore  has  not 
the  proper  foundation  of  corruption.  I  pity  him  extremely,  for  he  has  lately 
lost  his  only  son,  Bob,  who  died  last  week  of  a  consumption ;  poor  Mrs. 
Gates  is  almost  out  of  her  senses,  for  she  persuaded  her  Husband  to  take 
command  of  the  Southern  army,  which  he  at  first  intended  to  decline ;  so 
that  she  incessantly  exclaims  against  herself  for  being  the  cause  of  his  mis¬ 
fortune.  It  is  said  here  Genl.  Greene  is  to  take  command  of  the  Southern 
army,  which  I  hope  will  be  the  case ;  for  Genl.  Smallwood,  though  sensible 
and  clever,  has  not  alertness  and  activity  enough  in  his  composition  for  so 
important  and  complicated  a  command.  .  .  . 

“Please  to  remember  Kitty  and  me  particularly  and  affectionately  to 
Cousin  Sally,  Johnny,  and  the  rest  of  your  Family, — to  Uncle  John,  your 
brother  Clem,  and  his  Lady,  Gen’l  &  Mrs.  Wilkinson,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchin¬ 
son.  Kitty  is  very  well  considering  her  situation. 

“I  am,  dear  Sir, 

“Yours  affectionately, 

“GEO.  LUX. 

“OWEN  BIDDLE,  ESQR.” 
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From  Owen  Biddle  to  Colonel  Robert  L.  Hooper,  Easton,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  : 

“PHILADA.  Deer.  31,  1781. 

“DEAR  SIR 

“.  .  .  I  have  sent  by  the  return  of  the  waggon  one  Barrel  of  Madeira 
Wine  cont’g  25  Gallons.  Col.  Marshall  chose  the  Pipe  for  General  Wash¬ 
ington,  Col.  Pettit,  Col.  Biddle,  and  yourself,  and  I  hope  it  will  prove  to 
your  satisfaction.  I  am  with  great  esteem 

“Your  friend  and  humble  Serv’t 

“OWEN  BIDDLE. 

“TO  COL.  ROBT.  L.  HOOPER,  JR. 

“D.  Q.  M.  G.,  Easton.” 

In  1782  the  war  was  practically  over,  and  during  its  continuance 
Mr.  Biddle  had  suffered  much  thereby  in  estate.  Three  of  his  ves¬ 
sels  had  been  captured  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  his  losses 
otherwise  appear  to  have  been  large.1  He  had  a  family  consisting 
of  a  wife  and  seven  children,  the  eldest,  a  daughter,  being  then  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  These  were  not  the  days  of  large  pensions.  He 
was  compelled  to  make  an  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors, 
which  he  did,  January  8,  1783,  to  James  Bringhurst,  Richard  Wells, 
and  John  Field.2  His  property  proved  more  than  sufficient  to  satisfy 
his  creditors,  and  after  distribution  had  been  made  a  small  surplus 
remained. 

About  this  time  he  became  melancholy  and  despondent.3  He 
viewed  his  past  conduct — that  of  taking  such  an  active  part  in  the 
Revolution — not  merely  as  blameworthy,  but  as  culpable,  and  he  was 
so  much  affected  as  to  offer  a  paper  of  ‘‘acknowledgment”  on  the 


1  From  his  memorandum  book: 

“April  4,  1782.  Capt.  McNachton  brought  Jos.  Hill’s  protest  of  the  loss  of 
the  Ship  Minerva,  Capt.  Earle. 

“May  2nd,  1782.  This  morning  we  received  intelligence  that  a  large  fleet 
of  outward  bound  vessels  were  mostly  captured  by  a  number  of  British  frigates 
which  are  cruising  off  our  capes;  and  that  six  inward  bound  had  shared  the  same 
fate.  Likewise  by  a  person  from  New  York,  that  a  packet  had  arrived  the  28th 
of  last  month,  and  that  the  current  talk  in  New  York  was  that  she  had  brought 
an  account  that  Great  Britain  had  consented  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
America. 

“June  2nd,  1782.  First  day.  Yesterday  we  received  an  account  of  further 
losses  by  sea,  which  leaves  but  little  behind.  We  are  brought  nearly  to  that 
situation  which  is  blessed,  for  having  nothing  to  expect,  we  shall  not  be  dis¬ 
appointed. 

“The  proceeds  of  the  schooner  Little  Tom,  and  an  adventure  on  board  the 
brig  Joanna,  are  both  arrived  in  New  York.” 

2  James  Bringhurst  and  Richard  Wells  subsequently  reassigned  to  John 
Biddle,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  Stewardson. 

3  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Anne  Tatum,  says,  “I  have  understood  he  was  for  a 
season  unfit,  from  depression  of  spirits,  to  attend  to  the  common  concerns  of 
life.  .  .  .  His  indifference  to  the  accumulation  of  wealth  remained  a  striking 
feature  of  his  character  through  life.” 
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30th  of  May,  1783,  to  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Philadelphia.  The 
minute  made  by  the  clerk  for  the  occasion  was :  “A  paper  offered 
by  Owen  Biddle  being  read,  a  degree  of  solemnity  prevailed,  in  which 
the  sympathy  and  satisfaction  of  the  meeting  were  evident.”1 


1  Following  are  the  records  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Philadelphia  relative 
to  the  disownment  of  Owen  Biddle  in  1775,  and  to  his  acknowledgment  in  1783  : 

At  a  monthly  meeting  of  Friends  of  Philadelphia,  held  27th  of  the  10th 
Mo.  1775: 

Owen  Biddle  of  this  City  who  has  made  religious  profession  with  us,  and 
we  have  grounds  to  believe  that  through  the  visitation  of  Divine  Grace  has  been 
convinced  of  the  principle  of  Truth;  but  not  carefully  attending  to  the  teachings 
thereof  has  suffered  his  mind  to  be  drawn  aside  to  approve  such  public  measures 
as.  are  not  consistent  with  our  own  peaceable  profession  and  principles,  and  to 
join  in  promoting  them ;  against  his  persisting  wherein,  care  was  taken  to 
admonish  and  caution  him;  but  not  to  the  effect  desired;  he  having  proceeded 
further  to  encourage  and  promote  warlike  preparations,  and  instructing  him¬ 
self  in  the  Art  of  War;  and  he  continues  to  reject  our  brotherly  advice;  we  are 
under  the  necessity,  in  support  of  our  Christian  testimony,  and  peaceable  prin¬ 
ciples  to  declare  that  by  his  deviation  therefrom,  he  has  separated  himself  from 
religious  fellowship  with  us.  Nevertheless  it  is  our  earnest  desire  that  through 
the  illumination  of  Divine  Light  and  Grace,  and  his  obedience  thereunto,  he  may 
be  brought  to  a  due  sense  of  his  error,  and  condemning  the  same  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  this  Meeting  become  restored  into  membership. 

— Copy  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Philadelphia. 

Copy  of  acknozvledgment  made  by  Owen  Biddle  to  the  Monthly  Meeting  of 

Friends  of  Philadelphia,  5th  Month  30,  1783 


Dear  Friends 

“It  is  with  an  humble  sense  of  my  own  unworthiness  that  I  have  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  goodness  of  the  supreme  Being  for  his  fatherly  Care  towards  me, 
through  a  Dispensation  of  great  tryals  and  afflictions,  and  for  having  favored 
me  with  a  renewed  visitation  of  his  divine  Grace,  whereby  I  have  been  made 
sensible  of  my  past  Deviations,  for  which  my  spirit  hath  been  bowed  down 
before  him,  with  humble  Contrition — 

“And  it  is  with  sincere  Concern  that  I  have  to  lament  my  deviation  from 
the  paths  of  Righteousness,  and  my  disregard  to  your  brotherly  Advice,  when  you 
treated  with  me  in  Gospel  Love,  and  cautioned  me  against  the  snares  of  the 
Adversary,  of  our  immortal  happiness,  otherways,  it  might  have  pleas’d  the 
Divine  Being,  to  have,  preserv’d  me  from  many  Evils,  which  I  was  led  into,  by 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  late  War,  and  joining  in  with  the  measures  which  led 
thereto,  by  which  means  I  became  instrumental  in  some  measure  to  a  series  of 
public  Calamities  and  private  Distress,  the  unavoidable  Consequences  of  War, 
which  through  Mercy,  I  have  been  favored  to  see  and  believe,  to  be  contrary  to 
the  nature  and  precepts  of  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Christ — 
A  Conduct  so  unguarded  and  contrary  to  the  peaceable  Principles  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  which  I  was  educated  has  brought  Remorse  and  sorrow  for  the  same, 
and  has  been  attended  with  such  Disappointments  and  losses,  as  have  involved 
my  outward  Affairs  in  Difficulties,  brought  Distress  on  my  family,  and  disabled 
me.  from  fulfilling  my  Contracts  in  a  seasonable  Time,  altho’  I  am  desirous  to 
satisfy  the  just  Demands  of  my  Creditors,  and  am  ab’t  to  take  measures  for  that 
purpose,  which  I  hope  with  the  divine  Assistance  to  be  enabled  to  accomplish  to 
your  satisfaction,  and  to  be  restor’d  again  to  membership  with  you,  which  is  the 
sincere  and  fervent  Desire  of  your  friend, 

“sign’d  Owen  Biddle 


“Philada.  5  Mo.  29,  1783” 
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This  acknowledgment,  offered  at  a  time  when  he  had,  in  the  esti¬ 
mation  of  the  major  part  of  the  community  where  he  resided,  ren¬ 
dered  valuable  and  important  services  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
independence  of  his  country,  and  was  therefore  undoubtedly  held  in 
high  esteem  and  honor,  showed,  we  think,  as  much  moral  courage 
as  was  required  of  him  when  he  threw  off  the  Quaker  yoke  and  entered 
so  heartily  into  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  It  was  an  illustration, 
and  a  conspicuous  one,  that  in  so  doing  he  was  actuated  by  lofty 
principle,  and  was  determined  to  follow  his  conscientious  convictions  of 
what  he  deemed  to  be  right  and  proper,  however  humiliating  they 
might  be,  and  regardless  of  the  views  and  opinions  of  others.  He  was 
willing  to  relinquish  all  the  honor  to  which  by  his  services  he  was 
entitled,  and  make  public  avowal  that,  on  calm  reflection,  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  he  had  erred  and  transgressed.  We  must  respect  and  esteem 
a  man  who  makes  so  open  and  candid  a  confession,  even  though  we 
may  think  his  judgment  to  have  been  mistaken. 

In  a  manuscript  which  he  left  (though  there  is  no  date  to  it),  he 
says : 

“In  the  course  of  my  commercial  affairs  it  has  been  my  concern  to  pro¬ 
mote  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  men,  and  desirous  to  appear  approved  in 
my  own  mind.  .  .  .  Towards  the  latter  period  of  the  time  which  I  continued 
in  business,  I  was  engaged  in  publick  concerns  greatly  to  my  injury;  and 
while  in  this  station  my  affairs  were  unattended  to  in  such  a  degree,  that 
I  could  not  wind  up  with  that  satisfaction  which  I  could  wish  ;  but  believe 
that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  those  who  love  the  Lord.  I  am 
encouraged  to  hope  that  these  events  will  prove  essentially  beneficial  to  me 
and  my  posterity  in  the  end.” 

Thereafter,  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  he  was  in  close  unanimity 
with  Friends.  It  is  believed  by  his  descendants  that  he  then  destroyed 
what  papers  he  may  have  possessed  regarding  the  Revolutionary  \\  ar, 
as  few  of  any  importance  have  been  discovered  among  his  effects, 
and  what  documents  they  do  possess,  relating  to  him,  have  been  prin¬ 
cipally  derived  from  other  sources. 

In  the  year  1790  he  published  a  tract  1  on  the  propriety  of  estab¬ 
lishing  a  boarding-school,  which  had  the  effect  of  drawing  the  attention 
of  Friends  to  the  subject,  and  in  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  the  year 


1  The  full  title  of  this  tract  is  as  follows:  “Plan  for  a  School,  on  an 
establishment  similar  to  that  of  Ackworth,  in  Yorkshire,  Great  Britain;  varied 
to  suit  the  circumstances  of  the  Youth  within  the  limits  of  the  Yearly  Meeting 
for  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey:  Introduced  with  the  Sense  of  Friends  in  New 
England  on  the  subject  of  Education,  and  an  Account  of  some  Schools  in  Great 
Britain ;  to  which  is  added  Observations  and  Remarks,  intended  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  Friends. 

“Philadelphia, 

“Printed  by  Joseph  Crukshank,  1790,  8vo.” 
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1794,  a  large  committee  was  appointed  to  take  the  subject  into  con¬ 
sideration,  which  finally  resulted  in  the  purchase  of  the  farm  of  James 
Gibbons,  in  Westtown  Township,  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania  (about 
six  hundred  acres),  for  £6083  6s  8d,  equal  to  $16,222.22.  He  was 
on  the  first  committee  appointed  (Oct.  3,  1794)  to  take  charge  of  the 
school,  and  so  remained  until  his  death.  The  school  was  opened  for 
the  reception  of  scholars  in  May,  1799  (the  year  of  his  decease),  and 
has  continued  from  that  period  to  the  present,  educating  numerous 
children  of  both  sexes,  the  number  of  boarders  having  been,,  up  to 
the  year  1882,  according  to  a  statement  published  in  a  history  of  the 
school  for  that  year,  by  Watson  W.  Dewees,  four  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-one  boys,  and  six  thousand  and  seventy-five  girls. 

In  addition  to  the  loss  of  property,  he  was  on  the  28th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1793,  bereaved  of  a  daughter,  who  died  of  the  yellow  fever, 
aged  thirty-two  years ;  and  in  the  next  year,  on  the  16th  of  August, 
1794,  his  wife  expired,  at  Downingtown,  her  native  place,  and  was  there 
interred.  His  own  death  occurred  on  Sunday,  March  10,  1799,  in  the 
sixty-second  year  of  his  age. 

Notwithstanding  the  evening  of  his  days  was  clouded,  and  his 
spirits  depressed  by  affliction  and  trials,  and  with  a  large  family  to 
support  and  a  scanty  purse,  he  has  nevertheless  left  to  his  descendants 
a  legacy  more  precious  than  gold — the  example  of  a  chivalrous, 
conscientious,  and  untarnished  life. 
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A  SHORT  ACCOUNT 
Of  The 

PARKE  FAMILY 

This  account  of  the  Parke  family  was  compiled  by  the  late  John 
Biddle  (deceased  October  19,  1884),  from  a  fuller  account  contained 
in  two  MSS.,  written  between  the  years  1824  and  1840,  by  the  late 
James  P.  Parke. 

With  some  additional  matter  afterwards  discovered,  and  a  few 
immaterial  changes,  it  is  here  given  as  originally  written. 

It  was  thought  desirable  to  preserve  the  record. 

James  P.  Parke  states:  “Of  my  own  immediate  ancestry  the  earliest 
memorandum  I  have  gives  information  of  Thomas  Parke,  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  then  in  Ireland  as  a  resident;  but  whether  his 
progenitors  had  come  from  England  is  uncertain.  He  appears  prob¬ 
ably  to  have  been  a  farmer,  and  in  the  year  1720  owned  some  land 
in  Ballilean,  Ballaughmore,  and  Collisnacktah.”  The  family  consisted 
of  said  Thomas  Parke  and  Rebecca,  his  wife  (whose  maiden  name 
J.  P.  Parke  “presumes'’  was  Hooper),  and  ten  children,  below  named, 
of  whom  nine  were  then  living. 

1.  MARY,  born  July  18,  1693,  who  had  married  Thomas  Valen¬ 
tine. 

2.  ROBERT,  born  January  23,  1695,  who  in  1720  and  1721 
appears  to  have  been  a  storekeeper  in  Dublin. 

3.  SUSANNA,  born  October  22,  1696;  whether  she  ever  married, 
J.  P.  P.  could  never  ascertain. 

4.  REBECCA,  born  November  22,  1698-99,  who  had  married 
Hugh  Stalker. 

5.  RACHEL,  born  October  26,  1700,  who  afterwards  married 
John  Robinson. 

6.  JEAN,  born  February  6,  1703,  died  February  12,  1705,  and  was 
buried  in  Friends’  burial  ground  at  Ballikealy. 
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7.  THOMAS,  born  January  13,  1704-5,  who  after  his  arrival 
in  Pennsylvania  married  Jane  Edge. 

8.  ABEL,  born  December  22,  1706,  who  had  married  Deborah 

9.  JONATPIAN,  born  February  18,  1709,  who  afterwards  mar¬ 
ried  a  Bradford  Township,  Chester  County,  girl,  Deborah  Taylor. 

10.  ELIZABETH,  born  August  5,  1710,  who  subsequently  mar¬ 
ried  John  Jackson. 

What  induced  the  family  to  remove  to  America,  J.  P.  Parke  could 
not  ascertain.  He  could  find  no  record  of  any  particular  persecutions, 
nor  any  indications  of  poverty.  Whatever  the  motive,  all  of  the  family 
above  named,  excepting  Mary,  the  first,  and  Susanna,  the  third  child, 
on  May  21,  1724,  embarked  at  Dublin  on  the  ship  “Sizargh,”  of 
Whitehaven,  Jeremiah  Cowman,  commander,  bound  to  Whitehaven  and 
thence  to  Philadelphia,  having  on  board  ninety-four  passengers. 

The  ages  of  the  two  parents  and  their  seven  children,  who  thus 
embarked,  are  given  at  said  date  of  embarkation  as  follows : 

Parents : 

Thomas  Parke,  aged  64. 

Rebecca,  his  wife,  aged  52. 

Children : 

Robert  Parke,  aged  29. 

Rebecca  Stalker,  aged  25,  with  her  husband,  Hugh  Stalker. 

Rachel  Parke,  aged  24. 

Thomas  Parke,  aged  19. 

Abel  Parke,  aged  17,  with  his  wife,  Deborah. 

Jonathan  Parke,  aged  15. 

Elizabeth  Parke,  aged  13. 

After  a  rough  passage  they  arrived  in  Delaware  Bay,  August  21, 
1724.  The  family  remained  in  Chester  about  three  months  after 
landing,  and  then  removed  to  a  temporary  residence  about  two  miles 
therefrom;  part  of  the  family  traveling,  during  most  of  this  time, 
in  search  of  land  to  purchase.  On  December  30,  1725,  Thomas  Parke 
purchased  from  Thomas  Lindley  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Great  Valley,  in 
the  township  of  East  Cain,  consisting  of  five  hundred  (500)  acres 
(twenty  of  which  were  then  cleared),  with  a  log  house  erected  thereon, 
for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1726,  the  family  removed  from  Chester 
Township  to  their  new  homestead.  The  land  thus  purchased  by 
Thomas  Parke  is  beautifully  situated,  on  the  great  road  leading  from 
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Philadelphia  to  the  West.  Of  the  five  hundred  acres  in  the  tract, 
Thomas  Parke  gave  to  his  son,  Robert,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
acres,  on  which  there  was  one  of  the  largest  springs  in  the  county ;  to 
his  son,  Thomas,  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres,  reserving  there¬ 
out  a  maintenance  for  himself  and  wife ;  and  to  his  son,  Abel,  the 
remaining  one  hundred  acres. 

The  daughter,  Mary,  with  her  husband,  Thomas  Valentine,  and 
their  family,  came  to  America  to  reside  some  time  prior  to  1735,  but 
the  daughter  Susanna  still  continued  to  reside  in  Ireland,  where  she 
probably  died  unmarried. 

The  following  extract  from  the  minutes  of  Bradford  Monthly 
Meeting  confirms  the  statement  that  “the  character  of  Thomas  Parke 
the  elder  was  held  in  high  estimation  among  his  neighbors.” 

“Thomas  Parke  came  from  Ireland  about  the  year  1724,  well  recom¬ 
mended  by  certificate  from  Friends  there,  and  some  years  after  he  was 
appointed  an  Elder  for  Cain  meeting,  in  which  station  he  remained  until 
near  his  death,  and  was  well  respected  by  Friends  in  general.  He  departed 
this  life  the  31st  of  the  1st  month,  1738,  and  was  buried  at  Cain.” 

He  attained  the  age  of  seventy-seven  and  one-half  years.  His 

widow  survived  him  nearly  twelve  years,  having  attained  the  age 

of  seventy-seven  years  at  the  time  of  her  decease. 

The  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  the  aforesaid  tract 

of  land  which  Thomas  Parke  the  elder  gave  to  his  son  Robert  were 

subsequently  purchased  by  the  son  Abel  (who  thus  became  the  owner 

of  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres)  ;  and  at  a  still  later  date  Abel 

sold  his  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  to  his  brother  Thomas, 

who  thus  became  possessed  of  the  whole  of  the  tract  of  five  hundred 

acres  originally  purchased  by  his  father,  Thomas  Parke  the  elder. 

ROBERT  PARKE  (the  second  child  of  Thomas  Parke  the  elder) 
died  unmarried,  February  9,  1736-37,  in  the  forty-second  year  of  his 
age. 

THOMAS  PARKE,  second  (the  seventh  child  of  Thomas  Parke 
the  elder),  on  April  26,  1739,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years,  married 
Jane  Edge,  then  twenty-four  years  of  age.  They  had  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  below  named.  He  carried  on  the  business  of  farming,  and  died 
October  17,  1758,  aged  fifty-three  years.  Five  years  after  the  death 
of  Thomas  Parke  the  second,  his  widow,  Jane,  married  James  Webb, 
she  being  his  third  wife.  They  had  no  issue.  The  children  of  Thomas 
Parke  the  second,  and  Jane,  his  wife,  were: 

1.  Robert.  3.  Rebecca.  6.  Jane. 

2.  Sarah.  4.  Hannah.  7.  Jacob. 

5.  Thomas. 
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Of  the  remaining  brothers  and  sisters  of  Thomas  Parke  the  second, 
and  their  families,  J.  P.  Parke  has  little  or  nothing  of  special  interest 
in  his  “Short  Account  of  the  Parke  Family.”  He  states  as  follows : 
“Of  the  children  of  Mary  Valentine  (the  first  child  of  Thomas  Parke 
the  elder),  one  named  Robert,  born  in  Ireland,  was  a  minister  of  the 
gospel  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  in  the  year  1781  visited  England 
and  Ireland  in  that  service,  and  of  his  children  the  daughters  married 
into  the  families  of  Malin,  Sharpless,  and  Massey ;  and  the  sons  into 
those  of  Ashbridge  and  Bond.” 

Many  of  the  descendants  of  Rebecca  Stalker  (the  fourth  child  of 
Thomas  Parke  the  elder)  yet  live  in  Chester  County. 

Of  the  descendants  of  Rachel  Robinson  (the  fifth  child  of  Thomas 
Parke  the  elder)  nothing  is  known  excepting  that  such  descendants 
existed.  It  is,  however,  known  that  said  Rachel  and  her  husband,  “a 
sorry  fellow,”  settled  in  White  Marsh  Township. 

ABEL  PARKE  (the  eighth  child  of  Thomas  Parke  the  elder)  died 
in  the  month  of  July,  1757,  aged  fifty  years.  His  issue  is  probably 
extinct,  by  the  death  of  his  only  son,  Thomas,  unmarried. 

Many  of  the  descendants  of  JONATHAN  PARKE  (the  ninth  child 
of  Thomas  Parke  the  elder)  are  yet  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Downing- 
town,  formerly  called  Downington,  a  village  so  named  by  the  family  of 
Downing,  although  one-half  of  the  land  on  which  it  stands  belonged 
to  the  Parke  familv. 

j 

ELIZABETH  JACKSON  (the  tenth  child  of  Thomas'  Parke  the 
elder)  married  John  Jackson,  a  person  of  very  humble  social  position. 
They  had  three  children,  of  whom  nothing  of  interest  is  known. 
She  died  April  16,  1746,  aged  thirty-four  and  one-half  years. 

Of  the  children  of  THOMAS  PARKE  THE  SECOND,  and  Jane, 
his  wife : 

ROBERT  PARKE,  the  first  child,  inherited  by  his  father’s  will  the 
northern  section  of  the  tract  of  five  hundred  acres  and  a  handsome 
stone  residence  thereon  erected  by  his  father  a  very  short  time  prior  to 
his  decease.  When  thirty  years  of  age  he  married,  at  East  Cain, 
October  18,  1770,  Ann  Edge,  aged  twenty-two  years.  He  died,  October 
14,  1773,  leaving  a  son  and  daughter.  The  son  married,  and  his 
descendants  yet  (qu.  1835?)  occupy  the  farm. 

SARAH  (the  second  child  of  Thomas  Parke  the  second),  who  was 
born  March  29,  1742,  when  eighteen  years  of  age  married,  at  East  Cain, 
September  29,  1760,  Owen  Biddle,  of  Philadelphia.  From  a  manuscript 
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by  her  husband  with  reference  to  her  last  illness,  and  decease,  we  take 
the  following:  “She  had  long  labored  under  a  sore  disorder  which 
at  times  had  nearly  brought  her  to  the  grave.”  In  the  year  1793  she, 
as  well  as  several  others  of  her  family,  suffered  from  an  attack  of 
yellow  fever,  from  which  she  recovered,  but  her  eldest  daughter,  Jane, 
died  September  28,  1793.  This  attack  of  fever  and  her  trials  at  that 
time  gave  a  shock  to  her  tender  frame  which  made  it  an  easy  prey  to  her 
old  disorder — “an  asthmatic  complaint,  attended  with  chills  and  fever.” 
In  the  month  of  March,  1794,  she  had  a  return  of  this  old  disorder, 
from  which  she  suffered  for  five  or  six  weeks,  and  was  then  so  far 
restored  to  health  as  to  be  able  to  take  short  drives. 

In  compliance  with  her  own  desire,  and  with  the  approval  of  her 
brother,  Dr.  Thomas  Parke,  she  left  her  home  about  the  1st  of  August, 
with  the  intention  of  paying  a  visit  to  her  sister,  Rebecca  Webb,  near 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 

Accompanied  by  her  son  John,  she  travelled  by  very  easy  stages  as 
far  as  the  Great  Valley,  where  she  stopped  to  spend  a  few  days  with 
her  relatives  in  that  region.  Here,  while  at  the  residence  of  her 
nephew,  Thomas  Parke  (son  of  her  brother,  Robert),  she  was  again 
attacked  with  “violent  chills  and  fever,”  which,  in  a  very  few  days, 
resulted  in  her  decease,  on  the  16th  day  of  August,  1794,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years.  In  her  last  hours  she  was  attended  by  her  husband, 
her  daughters,  Sarah  and  Rebecca  Owen  Biddle,  and  her  son,  John. 
Referring  to  these  closing  hours,  her  husband  writes :  “A  sweet  com¬ 
posure  attended  her  mind  the  remainder  of  her  time,  and  when  she  had 
occasion  to  mention  any  of  her  friends  it  was  with  expressions  of 
love.  Indeed,  stronger  marks  of  a  mind  at  peace  I  never  observed 
before.  However  great  our  loss  may  be,  we  have  the  consolation  to 
believe  it  is  her  everlasting  gain.  'Behold  the  perfect  and  the  upright, 
the  end  of  that  man  is  peace’.” 

Her  remains  were  interred  at  Friends’  burial-ground  at  East 
Cain,  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  near  the  remains  of  her  father, 
her  child  Robert,  and  other  relations. 

REBECCA  (the  third  child  of  Thomas  Parke  the  second),  at  thirty- 
eight  years  of  age,  married  her  step-brother,  William  Webb,  who 
resided  about  a  mile  east  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  She  died  Janu¬ 
ary  30,  1816,  aged  seventy-one  years,  leaving  no  issue. 

HANNAH  (the  fourth  child  of  Thomas  Parke  the  second),  at 
twenty  years  of  age  married,  November  13,  1767,  Benjamin  Poultney. 
They  resided  for  some  time  in  Lancaster  and  afterwards  removed  to 
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Philadelphia,  where  she  died,  March  19,  1781,  aged  thirty-four  years. 
There  are  numerous  descendants  of  her  now  (1892)  residing  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  of  the  names  of  Poultney,  Williams,  etc. 

THOMAS  (the  fifth  child  of  Thomas  Parke  the  second),  who  was 
born  August  6,  1749,  O.S.,  and  to  whom  the  southern  section  of  the 
aforesaid  family  tract  of  five  hundred  acres  was  bequeathed,  directed 
his  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine,  for  which  purpose  he  removed 
to  Philadelphia,  and  pursued  his  studies  under  the  supervision  of  Dr. 
Cadwallader  Evans  for  three  years.  He  took  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Medicine  at  the  “College  and  Academy  of  Philadelphia”  on  June  5, 
1770.  In  the  year  1771  he  visited  Great  Britain,  where  he  attended 
first  the  lectures  delivered  at  the  Medical  School  of  Edinburgh — then 
in  the  zenith  of  its  strength — and  afterwards  the  clinical  practice  of 
Guy’s  and  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  London,  returning  to  Philadelphia 
in  1773.  Here  he  was  promptly  taken  into  partnership  by  his  old 
instructor,  Dr.  Cadwallader  Evans,  who  shortly  thereafter  died. 

Dr.  Parke,  through  a  long  life,  evidenced  decided  ability  in  his 
profession,  and,  owing  to  his  intelligence,  sound  judgment,  and  strict 
integrity,  was  honored  and  respected  by  his  fellow-citizens.  In  1777 
he  became  a  physician  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital ;  in  1787  he  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  College  of  Physicians  at  Philadelphia,  and  its 
president  from  1818  until  his  death ;  and  was  for  fifty-seven  years  a 
director  of  the  Philadelphia  Library,  and  his  portrait  is  now  in  their 
possession.  On  April  13,  1775,  he  married  Rachel,  the  eldest  daughter 
of  James  Pemberton,  of  Philadelphia.  She  died  March  13,  1786.  They 
had  five  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  early  childhood.  Of  the  three 
who  survived  their  parents,  Thomas,  the  oldest,  devoted  himself  to  the 
business  of  a  supercargo  in  the  East  India  trade,  and  died  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1840,  aged  sixty-four  years ;  and  Hannah  and  James  P.  Parke 
lived  to  quite  an  advanced  age.  None  of  them  married.  The  MS.  from 
which  this  is  mainly  compiled  was  written  by  the  said  James  P.  Parke. 
Dr.  Parke  died  at  Philadelphia,  January  9,  1835,  aged  eighty-five 
years. 

JANE  (the  sixth  child  of  Thomas  Parke  the  second)  died  in 
infancy. 

JACOB  (the  seventh  and  last  child  of  Thomas  Parke  the  second) 
was  an  upright,  worthy  man,  of  humble  disposition  and  moderate 
abilities.  He  was  brought  up  to  the  business  of  blacksmithing,  which 
he  pursued  until  the  year  1781,  when  he  went  into  partnership  with 
his  brother-in-law,  Benjamin  Poultney,  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  card- 

39 


making  and  ironmongery  business.  This  partnership  was  dissolved 
before  B.  Poultney’s  death,  and  Jacob  thereafter,  until  a  few  years 
before  his  decease,  was  engaged  in  the  ironmongery  business.  He  died 
unmarried,  March  10,  1817,  aged  sixty-two  years. 


COPY  OF  THE  LAST  WILL  AND  TESTAMENT  OF 

OWEN  BIDDLE 

I,  Owen  Biddle,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  being  of  sound  dis¬ 
posing  mind  and  memory,  though  weak  in  body,  do  make  and  declare 
this  to  be  and  contain  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  viz : 

It  is  my  will  that  either  of  my  children  may  take  at  an  appraisement 
any  article  or  articles  of  my  moveable  property  that  they  may  choose, 
excepting  only  those  which  I  have  hereinafter  particularly  specified 
and  bequeathed. 

I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter,  Rebecca  Owen  Thomson, 
one  of  the  two  large  Chests  of  Drawers — she  taking  her  choice. 

I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter,  Anna  Biddle,  the  other  of 
the  said  Chests  of  Drawers,  and  the  old  family  Bible  in  three  volumes. 

I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  said  daughters,  Rebecca  and  Anna, 
equally  to  be  divided  between  them,  the  sum  of  sixty-three  pounds, 
which  was  due  from  the  shop  to  their  sister,  my  late  daughter  Sarah, 
and  also  all  the  wearing  apparel  of  my  late  wife,  and  of  my  said 
daughter  Sarah,  deceased. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Owen  my  Clock  and  case  thereto 
belonging. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Clement  my  Desk  and  Bookcase. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  John  one-half  of  the  furniture  of  the 
Shop,  and  of  such  other  articles,  the  property  of  the  late  co-partnership 
between  him  and  me,  as  shall  not  have  been  previously  divided 
between  us;  I  also  give  to  my  said  son  John  the  Still  with  its  appur¬ 
tenances. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  Hannah  Fairlamb  the  large  old  Watch  which 
formerly  belonged  to  her  father. 

I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Executors  and  the  survivors  and  sur¬ 
vivor  of  them,  the  sum  of  Fifty  dollars,  in  trust,  that  they  may  pay 
the  same  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  the  Institution  estab¬ 
lished  under  the  care  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  for  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  etc.,  for  the  School  Education  and  religious  Instruction  of  youth, 
in  one  or  more  boarding  Schools,  for  the  use  of  that  Institution ;  which 
Legacy  for  the  use  of  the  said  Institution  is  not  to  be  paid  until  after 
the  settlement  of  my  affairs,  which  were  lately  in  the  hands  of  James 
Bringhurst,  Richard  Wells  and  John  Fields,  and  which  the  two  former 
have  assigned  to  my  son  John  Biddle  and  Thomas  Stewardson. 

I  do  hereby  order  and  direct,  authorize  and  empower  my  Execu¬ 
tors  hereinafter  named,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  to  sell 
and  dispose  of  all  my  moveable  property  which  I  have  not  hereinbefore 
otherwise  disposed  of,  either  at  public  or  private  sale,  as  they,  in  their 
discretion,  shall  think  proper;  and  I  do  hereby  also  order  and  direct, 
authorize  and  empower  my  Executors,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor 
of  them,  to  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  dispose  of,  either  at  public  or  private 
sale  or  sales,  in  their  discretion,  all  such  tracts  of  lands,  parts  and  por¬ 
tions  of  my  Real  Estate  which  I  heretofore  assigned  to  said  James 
Bringhurst,  Richard  Wells  and  John  Field,  and  lately  reassigned  to  my 
son  John  Biddle  and  Thomas  Stewardson,  In  trust,  for  the  benefit  of 
my  creditors  to  whom  I  was  indebted,  on  the  Eighth  day  of  the  First 
month,  One  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Eighty  three,  as  shall  remain 
my  property  after  the  debts  by  me  owing  at  that  time  are  discharged ; 
and  I  authorize  and  empower  my  Executors,  the  survivors  and  sur¬ 
vivor  of  them,  to  make  and  execute  good  and  sufficient  Titles  for  the 
same,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof  in  fee  simple  for  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  thereof,  his,  her  or  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever. 

And  as  for  and  concerning  all  the  Monies  which  shall  arise  from 
the  aforesaid  sales — the  same  shall  be  applied  in  the  first  place  to  the 
payment  of  my  share  of  the  debts  due  from  the  late  copartnership 
between  me  and  my  son  John,  and  to  the  discharge  of  my  own  private 
debts  contracted  since  the  Eighth  day  of  the  First  month,  One  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  three,  and  to  the  payment  of  my  funeral 
expenses,  and  the  pecuniary  Legacies  hereinbefore  bequeathed. 

Item.  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  all  the  Rest,  Residue,  Reversion, 
and  Remainder  of  my  Estate,  Real,  personal  and  mixed,  whatsoever 
and  wheresoever,  unto  my  five  children,  John  Biddle,  Rebecca  Owen 
Thomson,  Owen  Biddle  junior,  Clement  Biddle  junior,  and  Anna 
Biddle,  their  several  and  respective  Heirs,  Executors,  Administrators 
and  Assigns  forever,  equally  to  be  divided  between  them,  part  and 
share  alike,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants. 

And  I  nominate  and  appoint  my  sons  John  Biddle  and  Owen  Biddle 
junior,  and  my  son-in-law  Peter  Thomson  to  be  the  Executors  of  this 
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my  last  Will  and  Testament,  hereby  revoking  all  former  and  other 
Wills  by  me  made,  and  declaring  this  only  to  be  my  last. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand  and  Seal  this 
second  day  of  the  Third  month  called  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 


OWEN  BIDDLE 


Signed,  sealed,  published  and  declared  by  Owen  Biddle,  the  Testator, 
as  and  for  his  last  Will  and  Testament  in  the  presence  of  us. 

The  21st  and  22d  lines  of  the  first  page  being  first  erased. 


JACOB  PARKE 
RICHd-  HUMPHREYS 


Affirmed  and  the  Executors  affirmed,  the  28th  day  of  March,  1799. 


Before  Ic-  Wampole  D.  Reg. 
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DESCENDANTS 


OF 

OWEN  AND  SARAH  (Parke)  BIDDLE 

TO  MARCH  1926 


THE  NUMBERING  SYSTEM 


The  system  of  numbering  employed  in  this  book  was  devised  by 
the  Rev.  John  E.  Todd,  and  is  used  in  a  genealogy  of  Thomas  Halsey, 
from  which  it  is  taken. 

The  figures  indicate  the  number  of  the  generation,  counting  Owen 
Biddle  as  the  First,  and  the  parentage  and  order  of  birth  of  each  indi¬ 
vidual :  e.  g.,  12413  (James  Biddle  Halsey)  is  of  the  Fifth  Genera¬ 
tion  and  is  the  third  child  of  1241  (Elizabeth  Hannah  Biddle  Halsey) 
of  the  Fourth  Generation,  who  is  the  first  child  of  124  (James  Canby 
Biddle)  of  the  Third  Generation,  the  fourth  child  of  12  (John  Biddle), 
eldest  son  of  1  (Owen  Biddle). 

When  there  are  more  than  nine  children  in  a  family  the  tenth  and 
those  following  have  their  numbers  between  two  periods,  which  indi¬ 
cates  that  the  two  figures  are  to  be  taken  together.  Thus  12.10.1 
(Esther  Foster  Biddle)  is  of  the  Fourth  Generation,  first  child  of 
12.10  (John  Biddle)  of  the  Third,  and  so  forth.  Under  this  system 
each  individual  is  given  his  ®r  her  exact  number  as  related  to  Owen 
Biddle,  and  the  number  assigned  will  hold  for  all  time,  each  addition 
to  the  genealogy  receiving  a  distinctive  number  of  its  own. 

Another  advantage  of  the  system  is  that  any  two  names  can  be 
placed  side  by  side  and  their  relationship  established  immediately,  e.g. : 

1931123  (J.  Reece  Lewis) 

1931311  (Mary  Biddle  Fink,  Jr.,) 

were  descended  from  1931  (Clement  M.  Biddle),  of 
the  Fourth  Generation,  and  are  second  cousins,  because 

19311  (Lucy  Biddle  Lewis) 

19313  (Robert  Biddle) 

are  sister  and  brother,  and 

193112  (Clement  B.  Lewis) 

193131  (Mary  B.  Fink) 

are  first  cousins. 
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FIRST  GENERATION 

1 — Owen  Biddle,  born  11/4/1737,  died  3/10/1799 ;  married, 
9/29/1760,  Sarah  Parke,  born  3/29/1742,  died  8/16/1794,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Parke  the  second,  of  Chester  county,  Penna.,  and  Jane  Edge. 

Children : 

11—  Jane  Biddle,  b.  7/29/1761,  d  9/28/1793. 

12—  John  Biddle,  b.  10/2/1763,  d.  8/16/1815. 

Married,  9/15/1796: 

Elizabeth  Canby,  b.  - ,  d.  4/26/1832. 

13—  Rebecca  Owen  Biddle,  b.  1/26/1766,  d  - /1801. 

Married,  - /1796: 

Peter  Thomson. 

14—  Sarah  Biddle,  b.  1/19/1767,  d.  9/27/1795. 

15 —  Tacy  Biddle,  b.  4/8/1770,  d.  3/3/1778. 

16—  Thomas  Biddle,  b.  11/13/1772,  d.  12/17/1773. 

17—  Owen  Biddle,  b.  4/28/1774,  d.  5/25/1806. 

Married : 

Elizabeth  Rowan,  b.  - ,  d.  11/26/1832. 

18—  Robert  Biddle,  b.  3/3/1776,  d.  7/15/1777. 

19—  Clement  Biddle,  b.  8/6/1778,  d.  2/10/1856. 

Married,  first,  11/2/1810: 

Mary  Canby,  b.  2/11/1780,  d.  4/12/1849. 

Married,  second,  - /1851: 

Sarah  (Morris)  Tyson,  b.  - ,  d. - . 

1.10— Anne  Biddle,  b.  7/23/1780,  d - . 

Married : 

John  Tatum. 
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SECOND  GENERATION 


12 — John  Biddle,  eldest  son  of  Owen  and  Sarah  (Parke)  Biddle, 
born  10/2/1763,  died  8/16/1815;  married,  9/15/1796,  Elizabeth  Canby, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Frances  (Lea)  Canby,  of  Wilmington,  Del., 
died  4/26/1832.  Her  grandfather,  Oliver  Canby,  removed  from 
Bucks  county,  Penna.,  to  the  Brandywine,  at  Wilmington,  where,  in 
1742,  he  built  the  first  flouring  mill  in  the  borough  of  Wilmington. 

John  Biddle  was  an  apothecary  and  druggist  of  Philadelphia,  mak¬ 
ing  his  home  in  the  house  with  his  drug  store  on  Market  street  near 
Fourth.  “He  was  a  decided  Friend  by  conviction,  a  man  of  good 
judgment  and  much  general  knowledge.  He  was  an  earnest  character 
yet  with  a  strong  sense  of  humor.  There  is  a  tradition  of  his  being 
assistant  clerk  of  a  meeting  where  Jonathan  Evans  was  clerk,  when  in 
the  nomination  of  a  committee  a  Friend  said :  “James  Lee  struck  me. 
Grandfather  John  immediately  said  under  his  breath,  “Did  he!”  John 
Biddle  died  suddenly  after  a  time  of  frail  health,  leaving  his  widow 
with  nine  children  and  scant  support.  His  eldest  son,  Samuel,  then 
only  19,  kept  up  the  business  at  the  same  time  with  his  study  of  medi¬ 
cine.  Next  to  John’s  drug  store  stood  Philip  Garrett’s  watchmaking 
shop.  The  intercourse  between  the  two  families  resulted  in  two 
happy  marriages,  Thomas  C.  Garrett  and  Frances  Biddle,  and  William 
Biddle  and  Elizabeth  C.  Garrett. 

M.  H.  G.  (1256) 


Children : 

121—  Samuel  Biddle,  b.  6/10/1797,  d.  2/14/1826. 

122—  Sarah  Biddle,  b.  2/28/1799,  d.  1/22/1879. 

123 —  Joseph  Biddle,  b.  1/26/1801,  d. - . 

Married,  4/7/1831: 

Ann  P.  Hopkins. 

124—  James  Canby  Biddle,  b.  12/23/1802,  d.  3/31/1840. 
Married,  4/7/1828: 

Sally  Drinker,  b.  5/8/1803,  d.  1/3/1877. 

125—  Frances  Biddle,  b.  11/29/1803,  d.  9/5/1873. 

Married,  10/18/1827: 

Thomas  Cresson  Garrett,  b.  3/30/1805,  d.  11/17/1888. 

126—  William  Biddle,  b.  5/17/1806,  d.  6/7/1887. 

Married,  5/8/1828: 

Elizabeth  Cresson  Garrett,  b.  9/18/1806,  d.  1/21/1881. 
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127 —  Edward  C.  Biddle,  b.  1/5/1808,  d.  7/18/1893. 
Married,  5/14/1832: 

Hetty  H.  Foster,  b.  1/14/1814,  d.  3/28/1848. 

128 —  Margaret  Biddle,  b.  6/8/1810,  d.  9/25/1810. 

129 —  Rebecca  Biddle,  b.  1/8/1812,  d.  2/18/1876. 
Married,  10/14/1851: 

Alfred  Cope,  b.  - ,  d.  12/4/1875. 

12.10— John  Biddle,  b.  6/28/1814,  d.  10/19/1884. 
Married,  12/15/1852: 

Mary  Blaikie  Foster,  b.  9/20/1827,  d.  12/13/1887. 


13 — Rebecca  Owen  Biddle,  daughter  of  Owen  and  Sarah  (Parke) 
Biddle,  born  1/26/1 766,  died  in  1801 ;  married,  in  1796,  Peter  Thom¬ 
son. 


Children : 

131 —  Sarah  Biddle  Thomson,1  b.  1/1/1797,  d.  7/3/1881. 

Married,  9/30/1841 : 

Smith  Upton. 

132 —  Hannah  Thomson,  b.  — — ,  d.  - . 

133 —  A  daughter,  b. - ,  d. - . 

17 — Owen  Biddle  (second)  son  of  Owen  and  Sarah  (Parke) 

Biddle,  born  4/28/1774,  died  5/25/1806;  married,  - ,  Elizabeth 

Rowan,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Hannah  (Jackson)  Rowan.  She  mar¬ 
ried,  second,  John  Broadbent,  of  Yorkshire,  England,  by  whom  she 
had  four  children,  and  died  11/26/1832.  Owen  Biddle  was  an 
architect  and  builder.  He  built  the  old  permanent  bridge  over  the 


1  A  Sketch  of  the  life  of  Sarah  B.  Upton,  published  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  1883,  speaks  thus  of  her  work  as  a  teacher: 

“In  the  year  1831,  an  association  of  women — members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends- — was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an 
“Infant  School,”  and  Sarah  Thomson,  herself  a  member  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  volunteered  to  take  charge  of  the  school  until  a  suitable  teacher 
could  be  found.  An  offer  which,  she  said,  proved  a  trap,  for  until  ten 
years  later,  when  she  married,  no  teacher  was  found  for  the  position. 

Though  not  exactly  the  modern  kindergarten,  yet  the  main  features 
of  the  school  were  very  suggestive  of  that  institution,  and  it  is  believed 
that,  being  familiar  with  the  ideas  of  Froebel,  her  methods  of  teach¬ 
ing  w  ere  to  some  extent  influenced  by  them.  Certain  it  is  that  many  of 
her  pupils  look  back  to  that  school  with  brightest  memories,  and  some 
of  them  with  reverence,  almost  intense,  to  the  character  and  influence 
of  its  teacher.” 
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Schuylkill  River  at  Market  street,  which  was  opened  to  the  public  in 
1804."  He  published  a  work  entitled,  “Young  Carpenter's  Assistant, 
or,  A  System  of  Architecture  Adapted  to  the  Style  of  Building  in  the 
United  States,”  Philadelphia,  1805.  Quarto. 

Owen  and  Elizabeth  R.  Biddle's  children : 

171 —  John  Biddle,  b.  2/15/1799,  d.  10/26/1854. 

Married,  11/21/1821: 

lane  Marsh. 

172 —  Anne  Biddle,  b.  1/2/1801,  d.  11/30/1850. 

173 —  Rebecca  Biddle,  b.  8/30/1802,  d.  3/25/1804. 

174 —  Owen  Biddle,  (third),  b.  7/21/1804,  d.  5/17/1898. 

Married,  first,  3/4/1831 : 

Mary  Ann  Thompson,  b. - ,  d.  7/6/1849. 

Married,  second,  6/15/1851 : 

Sarah  Lavery,  b.  10/9/1830,  d.  4/26/1903. 

175 —  Elizabeth  Biddle,  b.  5/6/1806,  d.  7/17/1833. 

19 — Clement  Biddle,  son  of  Owen  and  Sarah  (Parke)  Biddle, 
born  8/6/1778,  died  2/10/1856;  married  11/2/1810,  Mary,  daughter 
of  William  Canby,  born  2/11/1780,  died  4/2/1849.  He  married,  sec¬ 
ond,  in  1851,  Sarah  Tyson,  nee  Morris. 

Clement  Biddle  was  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  a  sugar  refiner  by 
the  old  process,  from  which  he  was  driven  in  1832,  by  the  newer  meth¬ 
ods  of  refining.  Threatened  with  consumption  as  he  reached  man¬ 
hood,  he  re-established  his  health  by  several  long  sailing  voyages  as 
supercargo  aboard  packets  trading  in  the  West  Indies  and  to  South 
America. 

He  was  active  in  founding  the  Friends  Asylum  at  Frankford  the 
first  institution  of  its  kind  in  America — and  served  as  clerk  from  the 
time  of  its  organization  until,  at  the  separation  in  1827,  it  passed 
under  the  control  of  the  Orthodox  Branch.  Feeling  that  the  institu¬ 
tion  had  been  improperly  seized,  Clement  declined  to  relinquish  his 
records,  even  under  considerable  pressure.  They  remained  in  the  care 
of  his  family  until  voluntarily  returned  to  the  Asylum  Board  by  his 
grandsons. 

Always  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  of  which  he  was  a 
birthright  member,  he  served  successively  as  overseer  and  elder,  and 
relinquished  the  comforts  of  home  to  accompany  ministering  Friends 
upon  their  then  precarious  travels. 

In  1827  his  independent  spirit  caused  him  to  join  the  seceding 
branch  of  Friends,  to  the  extreme  distress  of  his  faithfully  concerned 
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sister,  Anne  Tatum.  In  a  letter  still  extant,  she  points  out  to  him  that 
business  cares  had  prevented  him  from  exactly  informing  himself  in  the 
search  for  truth.  Fervently  she  begs  him  to  follow  the  lead  of  herself, 
who  had  not  been  so  hampered  by  the  things  of  this  world  as  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  wide  and  prayerful  reading.  That  Clement  followed  his 
own  light,  however  imperfect,  caused  a  slight  coolness  between  brother 
and  sister  for  some  years. 

His  early  struggle  for  health  fixed  upon  him  the  habit  of  meticulous 
care  in  that  respect  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  It  is  told  of  him  that  he 
broke  himself  of  smoking  by  relegating  the  materials  to  a  far-off  shelf 
involving  considerable  effort  to  reach. 

Puritan  in  plainness  of  living,  his  virtues  are  perhaps  more  easily 
commended  by  his  descendants  than  they  were  enjoyed  by  his  con¬ 
temporaries.  “He  was  a  disciplinarian,”  said  one  of  these.  No  com¬ 
ment,  favorable  or  otherwise,  was  ever  allowed  upon  the  food  at  table. 
Such  trivialities  should  not  engage  the  attention  of  the  inheritors  of 
the  Life  Eternal.  But  we  take  pride  in  remembering  that  he  was  a 
man  of  sterling  worth,  winning  and  holding  the  sincere  respect  of  his 
neighbors  and  that  he  was  dependable  for  courage,  firmness  and  honor. 

A.  B.  S.  (1954) 

Children : 

191 —  Martha  Biddle,  b.  10/21/1811,  d.  1/25/1833. 

192 —  Robert  Biddle,  b.  8/10/1814,  d.  12/3/1902. 

Married,  12/1/1842: 

Anna  Miller,  b.  8/2/1823,  d.  8/12/1891. 

193 —  William  Canby  Biddle,  b.  9/25/1816,  d.  12/22/1887. 

Married,  2/21/1838: 

Rachel  Miller,  b.  10/11/1818,  d.  10/7/1892. 

194 —  Henry  Biddle,  b.  1/1/1818,  d.  8/31/1818. 

195—  Clement  Biddle,  b.  11/17/1819,  d.  6/27/1895. 

Married,  first,  9/9/1841 : 

Susan  Townsend  Walton,  b.  10/ — /1820,  d.  12/6/1842. 

Married,  second,  4/10/1845 : 

Susan  Walton  Cadwallader,  b.  3/9/1823,  d.  2/19/1892. 

196—  Anne  Biddle,1  b.  11/18/1822,  d.  11/17/1901. 


1  Anne,  daughter  of  Clement  and  Mary  Canby  Biddle,  was  the 
typical,  benevolent  maiden  aunt  of  literature.  It  has  been  reported  by 
a  first  cousin  that  owing  to  the  extreme  care  which  her  father  took  of  his 
health,  threatened  in  early  life  with  consumption,  the  family  retired  to 
bed  so  early  that  no  opportunity  was  given  to  Anne  when  young  to 
entertain  suitors.  Hence  her  natural  flow  of  maternal  love  enriched  an 
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ever-widening  circle  of  nieces  and  nephews,  even  to  the  third  generation. 
She  was  an  exquisite  needlewoman,  brought  up  in  that  school  which 
stitched  fine  linen  shirt  bosoms  by  hand,  and  made  needle  and  silk  cases 
by  drawing  a  thread  and  back-stitching  each  cross-thread  of  the  material. 
She  was  seldom  seen  without  fine  cambric  or  knitting  in  her  hands  where¬ 
with  to  welcome  the  ever-arriving  little  relative,  and  her  work  set  a 
standard  of  excellence  for  the  rising  generation.  Her  education  was 
fully  abreast  of  her  times,  and  her  industry  and  warm  family  affection 
expressed  themselves  in  copious  news  correspondence  within  the  family 
by  which  the  branches  thereof  were  kept  mutually  cognizant  of  the  daily 
interests  of  life.  Her  sweet  and  wholesome  spirit  kept  this  correspond¬ 
ence  singularly  free  from  criticism  or  slander.  Only  when  her  family 
news-letters  ceased  with  her  life  did  full  recognition  come  to  her  younger 
relatives  of  how  valuable  and  interesting  they  had  been  and  how  great 
the  void  that  they  left. 

A.  B.  S.  (1954) 
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THIRD  GENERATION 


123 —  Joseph  Biddle,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Canby)  Biddle, 
born  1/26/1801 ;  died  8/26/1835 ;  married,  4/7/1831,  Ann  P.  Hopkins. 
He  was  a  carpenter  and  builder. 

Children : 

1231 —  Elizabeth  M.  Biddle,  b. - ,  d.  7/9/1871. 

Married,  4/17/1866: 

Matthew  Baird. 

1232—  Joseph  Biddle,  b. - ,  d.  9/23/1865. 

124 —  James  Canby  Biddle,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Canby) 
Biddle,  born  12/23/1802;  died,  3/31/1841;  married,  4/7/1828,  Sally 
Drinker,  daughter  of  Henry  S.  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Drinker,  born 
5/8/1803,  died  1/3/1877. 

Children : 

1241—  Elizabeth  Hannah  Biddle,  b.  3/11/1830,  d.  2/19/1881. 
Married,  10/22/1861 : 

Rev.  William  Frederick  Halsey,  b.  3/24/1807,  d.  10/15/1882. 

1242—  Henry  Drinker  Biddle,  b.  7/17/1831,  d.  10/11/18981. 

1243—  Emily  Biddle,  b.  3/29/1 833,  d.  8/16/1834. 

1244 —  Hetty  Drinker  Biddle,  b.  10/31/1834,  d.  9/24/19102. 

1245 —  Frances  Garrett  Biddle,  b.  2/16/1836,  d.  12/15/1841. 

1246 —  Mary  Drinker  Biddle,  b.  7/ 11/1838,  d.  10/4/191 12. 


1  Henry  Drinker  Biddle  compiled  the  original  genealogy  of  Owen 
Biddle  which  was  privately  printed  in  1892.  In  1895  he  compiled  some 

Notes  on  the  genealogy  of  the  Biddle  family  together  with  abstracts 
of  some  early  deeds,”  which  was  similarly  privately  printed. 

These  books  are  the  forerunners  of  this  enlarged  and  revised 
genealogy  of  Owen  Biddle. 

Mr.  Biddle  also  compiled  a  genealogy  of  the  Drinker  family  from 
whom  he  was  descended  through  his  mother.  He  was  a  bachelor  and 
because  of  deafness  spent  much  time  in  reading  and  alone.  He  was 
genial  and  kind  in  heart  and  was  blessed  with  a  sense  of  humor,  qualities 
which  endeared  him  to  those  who  knew  him.  All  of  us  who  appreciate 
this  book  are  indebted  to  him. 

E.  B.  H.  (12416) 

2  Hetty  Drinker  Biddle  and  Mary  Drinker  Biddle  were  two  noble 
women,  dearly  loved  by  their  nephews  and  nieces.  Their  sister,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hannah  Biddle,  married  the  Rev.  William  F.  Halsey,  who  survived 
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125 — Frances  Biddle,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Canby) 
Biddle,  born  11/29/1803,  died  9/5/1873;  married,  10/18/1827,  Thomas 
C.  Garrett,  born  3/30/1805,  died  11/17/1888. 

Frances  Biddle  Garrett  appears  to  have  occupied  always  a  central 
position  in  the  family.  Marrying  rather  early  a  most  generous  husband, 
it  was  her  home  to  which  the  single  brother  and  sisters  came  after  their 
mother  was  called  away  and  the  old  home  broken  up.  She  was  a  home 
character,  an  example  of  true  motherhood,  the  center  and  joy  of  her 
home.  In  that  home  a  large  family  of  girls  and  boys  grew  up  in  happy 
comradeship.  Evenings  were  spent  mostly  at  home,  at  least  by  the 
daughters,  who  had  their  needlework  and  chat,  their  games  and  old 
time  songs.  Frances  B.  Garrett  held  it  to  be  a  wifely  duty  for  a 
woman  to  be  fresh  and  bright  at  evening  to  welcome  her  husband 
after  his  work  and  it  was  her  custom  to  retire  to  her  room  for  an  hour 
of  rest  in  the  early  afternoon.  In  those  days  school  had  an  afternoon 
session  and  the  children  did  not  come  home  until  four  o’clock.  The 
obligations  of  religion  were  not  so  much  spoken  of  as  quietly  assumed 
and  practiced;  going  to  meeting  on  First-days  and  weekdays  was  a 
matter  of  course,  as  was  the  laying  aside  of  the  usual  work  and  play 
on  the  first  day  of  the  week.  This  day  was  one  of  privilege  because 
the  parents  were  comparatively  free  to  give  attention  to  the  children, 
and  a  walk  to  the  fields  with  Father,  or  a  quiet  talk  with  Mother  were 
valued.  While  the  tone  of  the  home  was  not  intellectual,  books  were 
always  on  hand,  and  individual  reading  was  esteemed  a  pleasure  of 
leisure  hours.  Frances  Garrett  was  dignified  in  bearing,  but  among  her 
children  evenly  cheerful,  even  merry,  “merry  as  Christmas”  a  son 
expressed  it,  and  always  with  the  Christmas  spirit  of  loving  service. 
The  lessons  of  that  home  were  reverence,  truthfulness,  the  dignity  of 
labor,  and  the  more  blessedness  of  giving. 

M.  H.  G.  (1256) 


her.  Upon  his  death  these  maiden  sisters  took  over  the  five  growing 
children,  rented  a  house  in  West  Philadelphia  and  brought  them  up, 
making  an  attractive  home  for  them  and  taking  the  place  of  their  parents 
in  the  fullest  possible  way.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  their  loving 
example  in  thus  devoting  their  lives  and  money  to  their  sister’s  children, 
which  called  for  great  unselfishness  and  sacrifice.  Their  home  was  in 
Montrose,  Penna.,  where  they  spent  several  months  in  the  year. 

E.  B.  H.  (12416) 
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THOMAS  C.  AND  FRANCES  BIDDLE  GARRETT  (125) 


Children : 

1251—  Elizabeth  Biddle  Garrett,1  b.  7/22/1828,  d.  9/8/1908. 

1252 —  Rebecca  Cresson  Garrett,  b.  9/15/1830,  d.  4/16/1905. 
Married,  6/17/1856: 

Jonathan  Evans  Rhoads,  b.  1/26/1830,  d.  9/14/1914. 

1253 —  Frances  Garrett,  b.  10/31/1832,  d.  6/1/1910. 

1254 —  Philip  Cresson  Garrett,  b.  11/1/1834,  d.  12/9/1905. 
Married,  5/18/1865: 

Elizabeth  W.  Cope,  b.  11/15/1841. 

1255—  John  Biddle  Garrett,  b.  12/30/1836,  d.  2/16/1924. 
Married,  9/6/1866: 

Hannah  Rhoads  Haines,  b.  6/5/1845,  d.  5/1/1901. 

1256—  Martha  H.  Garrett,  b.  3/20/1839. 

1257—  Sarah  Biddle  Garrett,  b.  8/8/1841,  d.  11/10/1841. 

1258 —  Hetty  Biddle  Garrett,  b.  5/14/1848. 


1  The  five  daughters  of  Thomas  C.  and  Rebecca  Biddle  Garrett 
remained  single,  living  in  the  old  home  at  Greene  and  Coulter  streets, 
Germantown,  with  the  exception  of  Rebecca.  She  and  her  husband, 
Jonathan  Evans  Rhoads,  lived  in  Delaware  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
carried  on  a  farm  and  tannery  that  had  come  down  in  the  family  from 
the  time  of  William  Penn,  until  they  removed  to  Wilmington,  Del.,  on 
account  of  business. 

Rebecca  was  a  strong  character  and  born  leader,  and  might  have 
been  expected  to  find  quiet  home  life  too  monotonous  and  dull  for  her 
tastes.  As  eight  children  were  added  to  the  household,  she  consecrated 
with  the  power  of  a  strong  will  her  strength,  time  and  interest  to  train¬ 
ing  the  boys  and  girls  in  strict  integrity  and  simple  habits.  She  ruled 
with  great  gentleness,  and  although  economy  and  simplicity  were  exer¬ 
cised  the  table  linen  was  kept  spotlessly  white  and  exquisitely  darned, 
and  a  south  window  was  brilliant  with  gay  geraniums. 

The  eldest  daughter,  Elizabeth,  had  been  a  very  congenial  companion 
to  her  sister  Rebecca,  but  when  she  was  still  young  came  under  the 
influence  of  an  ascetic  Quakerism  which  proved  very  unwholesome  for 
her.  She  grew  to  be  a  lady  of  quiet  dignity  and  gracious  manners,  but 
without  the  activity  in  outside  interests  she  might  have  had. 

Frances  presided  over  the  old  silver  teapots,  short  and  round  like  the 
figure  reflected  in  them.  She  had  been  under  the  same  influence,  but 
was  timid  and  self  distrustful.  She  had  a  good  mind,  keeping  up  her 
study  of  French  after  she  was  seventy  years  old.  She  had  an  intense 
love  for  very  young  babies,  and  nieces  and  great  nieces  proudly  brought 
their  new  treasures  to  Aunt  Fanny,  sure  of  an  enthusiastic  welcome. 

Martha,  the  fourth  daughter,  has  always  been  the  most  intellectual 
of  the  group,  and  a  great  reader  from  early  childhood.  Now,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four,  she  is  the  able  correspondent  of  the  family,  and  although 
sitting  quietly  at  home,  her  letters  are  filled  with  world-wide  interests 
as  well  as  with  bits  of  family  news. 
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THOMAS  C.  GARRETT  AND  SEVEN  CHILDREN 

Enmces  0253)  y-,  John  B-  (12SS)  Hetty  B.  (1258)  Martha  H.  (1256) 

Elizabeth  B.  (1251)  Rebecca  G.  (Rhoads)  (1252)  Philip  C.  (1254) 


126 _ William  Biddle,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Canby)  Biddle, 

born  5/17/1806,  died  6/7/1887,  married  Elizabeth  Cresson  Garrett, 
a  sister  of  his  brother-in-law,  Thomas  C.  Garrett,  born  9/18/1806, 
died  1/21/1881. 

A  large  man  of  good  stature,  with  a  very  light  tread,  his  benign 
countenance  correctly  indicating  his  sympathy  with  distress  and  suffer¬ 
ing,  such  was  William  Biddle.  His  father’s  sudden  death  during  a 
summer  thunder  storm  in  1815  may  have  helped  the  nine-year-old  boy 
to  decide  that  he  too  would  be  a  retail  druggist.  It  has  been  said  that 
when  sixteen  years  of  age  he  thus  took  active  part  in  providing  support 
for  the  widowed  mother  and  her  children.  But  the  pursuit  of  business 
to  accumulate  money  had  no  attraction  for  him.  Educated  in  Friends’ 
schools  in  Philadelphia,  and  at  Westtown,  he  early  became  identified 
with  educational  and  philanthropic  work.  Quick  at  figures,  when  a 
visitor  in  the  classroom,  he  enjoyed  giving  questions  in  mental  arithmetic 
to  the  children  before  him,  often  to  their  dismay.  In  1834  he  was 
elected  a  Director  and  later  a  Controller  of  the  Public  Schools,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  a  number  of  years.  He  became  a  manager  of  the 
Magdalen  Asylum  in  1840.  In  the  same  year  he  was  chosen  a  Director 
of  Girard  College,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Instruction 
and  the  Household  had  largely  to  do  with  the  first  organization  of  the 
College,  which  was  opened  for  scholars  First  month  1,  1847.  In  1849 
William  Biddle  was  elected  a  manager  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
serving  as  President  of  the  Board  from  18/2  until  his  death.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  building  of  the  Department  for  Men  in  West  Phila¬ 
delphia.  In  1854  he  was  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Mine  Hill  and 


Hetty,  the  youngest,  has  been  the  business  woman  of  the  sisters, 
looking  after  her  father’s  estate  and  keeping  half  a  dozen  accounts  with 
clearness  and  accuracy.  To  this  gift  was  added  that  of  nursing ;  nieces 
and  nephews  can  recall  serious  illnesses  from  scarlet  fever  to  inflam¬ 
matory  rheumatism  when  Aunt  Hetty  was  the  beloved  and  capable  nurse. 

The  spirit  of  the  old  home  reigns  preeminently  in  the  Christmas  Eve 
party  that  has  been  the  custom  for  long  years.  Four  generations  now 
gather,  numbering  over  sixty,  singing  the  same  old  carols,  around  a  tree 
laden  with  gifts  for  those  in  need,  it  may  be  in  Japan  under  the  care  of 
the  missionary  niece  in  Tokyo,  or  the  war  sufferers  to  be  given  out  by 
four  of  the  group  who  have  been  in  Europe  in  the  American  Friends’ 
Service — it  may  be  not  so  far  away.  The  true  spirit  of  Christmas  has 
been  taught  to  all  by  the  two  aunts  left  in  the  old  home,  who,  with  a 
deep  joy  in  being  surrounded  by  the  younger  generation,  turn  their 
thoughts  to  those  needing  the  Christmas  message  of  love  and  service. 

M.  R.  G.  W.  (12551) 
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Schuylkill  Haven  Railroad  Co.,  and  in  1883  became  its  President.  Two 
generations  have  followed  him  in  a  close  connection  with  the  same  com¬ 
pany.  More  than  twenty  years  after  his  decease  several  incidents  in 
that  office  testified  the  esteem  for  his  memory  of  those  who  had  taken 
counsel  with  him  many  years  before.  He  was  freely  consulted  by  those 
of  modest  means,  seeking  safe  investments.  Such  calls  frequently 
resulted  in  his  being  asked  to  take  charge  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
one  making  the  call.  Possessed  of  a  wide  acquaintance  with  prominent 
men,  as  he  slowly  walked  down  Chestnut  Street  to  his  office,  he  was 
commonly  kept  busy  returning  the  greetings  of  his  acquaintances.  Fol¬ 
lowing  his  decease  it  was  justly  written  of  him: 

“Full  of  generous  sympathies,  earnest  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the 
best  welfare  of  his  fellow  beings,  William  Biddle  in  private  life  was  a 
delightful  companion,  a  wise  counsellor,  a  loyal  friend.  He  combined  in  a 
remarkable  manner  those  two  traits  which  go  so  far  to  make  a  perfect 
character — sweetness  and  strength.  Rarely  of  recent  time  have  the  words 
of  the  patriarch  been  more  applicable  than  they  were  to  William  Biddle,  .  .  . 
‘Because  I  delivered  the  poor  that  cried  and  the  fatherless  and  him  that  had 
none  to  help  him.  The  blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to  perish  came  upon 
me  and  I  caused  the  widow’s  heart  to  sing  for  joy.  I  was  a  father  to  the 
poor  and  the  cause  that  I  knew  not  I  searched  out’.” 

The  legacy  of  a  good  name  bequeathed  to  his  descendants  has  been 
a  rich  blessing. 

W.  B.  (12651) 


Children : 

1261—  Samuel  Biddle,  b.  8/17/1829,  d.  11/2/1842. 

1262—  Rebecca  G.  Biddle,  b.  7/17/1831,  d.  12/4/1842. 

1263—  Elizabeth  Biddle,  b.  2/21/1833,  d.  3/1/1833. 

1264—  Henry  Biddle,  b.  7/10/1834,  d.  7/11/1834. 

1265—  John  W.  Biddle,  b.  8/2/1835,  d.  6/2/1916. 
Married,  5/5/1861 : 

Mary  Hewes,  b.10/26/1842,  d.  5/25/1874. 

1266—  Philip  G.  Biddle,  b.  11/30/1839,  d.  3/10/1855. 

1267—  Samuel  Biddle,  b.  7/10/1844,  d.  3/4/1919. 
Married,  8/3/1865 : 

Katharine  T.  Harned,  b.  4/26/1845,  d.  7/12/1892. 
Married,  second,  6/8/1899. 

Elizabeth  Harned,  b.  6/19/1850,  d.  2/16/1916. 


127 — Edward  C.  Biddle,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Canby) 
Biddle,  born  1/5/1808,  died  7/18/1893;  married,  5/14/1832,  Hetty 

Harker  Foster,  born - ,  died  3/28/1848.  He  began  his  business  life 

with  the  old  and  well-known  dry  goods  firm  of  Hacker,  Brown  &  Co., 
and  afterwards  was  publisher  and  bookseller  in  Philadelphia  for  many 
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years  as  a  member  of  the  successful  firms  of  Key,  Mielke  &  Biddle, 
Key  &  Biddle,  and  E.  C.  &  J.  Biddle  &  Co.  In  1857  he  accepted  the 
presidency  of  the  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.,  which  he  held  for  twenty- 
seven  years  until  his  advancing  years  necessitated  his  withdrawal.  He 
was  for  many  years  a  director  and  controller  of  the  public  schools,  and 
was  also  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  He 
was  for  a  long  time  a  director  of  the  Northern  Central  Railroad  Co. 
“Edward  C.  Biddle,  though  a  widower  through  much  of  his  long  life, 
was  very  genial  and  excelled  in  generosity.  He  was  a  man  of  notable 
grace  of  manner  and  appearance.” 

M.  H.  G.  (1256) 

Children : 

1271 —  Hetty  Foster  Biddle,  b.  3/8/1833,  d. - . 

1272 —  William  Foster  Biddle,  b.  8/18/1834,  d.  8/10/1910. 

Married,  1/2/1860: 

Emily  A.  Leavitt. 

1273—  Edward  John  Biddle,  b. - ,  d.  3/24/1848. 

129 — Rebecca  Biddle,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Canby) 
Biddle,  born  1/8/1812,  died  2/18/1876,  married  10/14/1851,  Alfred 
Cope,  died  12/4/1875.  He  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Henry  & 
Alfred  Cope,  of  the  Liverpool  line  of  packets.  His  first  wife  was 
Hannah  Edge,  of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  Mrs.  Philip  C.  Garrett,  Mrs.  John  E.  Carter,  and  Professor 
Edward  Drinker  Cope,  an  eminent  naturalist,  author  of  the  “Origin  of 
Genera,”  “Extinct  Batrachia  and  Reptilia  of  North  America,”  etc.  By 
his  second  wife  he  had  one  son : 

1291 — James  Canbv  Biddle-Cope,  b.  8/13/1852. 

Married,  6/25/1873 : 

Marie  Louise  Saunders,  b.  4/14/1853,  d.  2/16/1924. 

12.10 — John  Biddle,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Canby)  Biddle, 
born  6/28/1814,  died  10/9/1884;  married  12/15/1852,  Mary  Blaikie 
Foster,  a  sister  of  his  brother  Edward’s  wife,  born  9/20/1827,  died, 
12/13/1887.  He  became  in  early  life  the  East  India  manager  of  Foster 
and  Chapman,  at  Calcutta,  where  he  resided  several  years.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  India  was  a  great  way  off  in  those  times  and  a  voyage 
thither  an  unusual  experience  which  widened  the  scope  of  his  active 
mind.  Upon  his  return  from  India,  about  1841,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  publishing  house  of  E.  C.  &  J.  Biddle,  and  later  was  one  of  the 
founders,  with  the  late  Bishop  Alonzo  Potter  and  William  Welsh,  of 
the  night  schools  under  the  care  of  the  Young  Men’s  City  Institute. 
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After  his  mother’s  death  in  1832,  he  lived  for  years  in  the  home  of  his 
sister,  Frances  Biddle  Garrett,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  mental 
development  of  her  children.  They  remember  with  pleasure  a  cabinet 
of  shallow  drawers  devoted  to  rare  shells  and  other  curiosities  collected 
on  his  travels.  It  was  at  his  sister’s  house  that  he  gathered  the  young 
men  for  his  evening  classes.  Fie  was  for  a  long  time  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  House  of  Refuge ;  and  about  1859  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Locust  Mountain  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  which 
office  he  held  until  his  death.  “He  was  a  thorough  gentleman  with  much 
charm  of  looks  and  manner.  And  a  gifted  conversationalist.  In  late 
life  he  became  so  devoted  to  the  study  of  genealogy  that  those  ignorant 
of  it  sometimes  tired  of  his  talk  on  it.” 

M.  H.  G.  (1256) 


Children : 

12.10.1 —  Esther  Foster  Biddle,  b.  5/12/1855. 

Married,  5/6/1885: 

Edward  C.  Clay,  b.  4/20/1852,  d.  9/1/1906. 

12.10.2—  John  Biddle,  Jr.,  b.  1/23/1857,  d.  12/5/1858. 

12.10.3 —  Mary  Foster  Biddle,  b.  12/16/1858. 

Married,  9/30/1885 : 

John  Neill,  b.  1/19/1857,  d.  12/11/1898. 

12.10.4 —  Elizabeth  Canby  Biddle,  b.  10/2/1863. 
Married,  10/6/1888. 

Neilson  J.  Ritter,  b. - ,  d.  11/ - /1918. 


174 — Owen  Biddle,  3d,  son  of  Owen  and  Elizabeth  (Rowan) 
Biddle,  born  7/21/1804,  died  5/17/1898,  married,  3/4/1831,  Mary  Ann 
Thompson,  died  7/6/1849.  He  married  second,  6/15/1851,  Sarah 
Lavery,  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  England,  born  10/9/1830,  died  4/26/1903, 

Children : 

1741 —  Annie  E.  Biddle,  b.  3/20/1854,  d.  10/9/1876. 

1742—  Sarah  Jane  Biddle,  b.  2/21/1856,  d.  11/6/1859. 

1743 —  Adelaide  Biddle,  b.  7/ 18/1859,  d.  in  infancy. 

1744 —  Adelaide  M.  Biddle,  b.  7/28/1863. 

Married,  12/20/1883: 

James  Stark,  Jr.,  b.  11/4/1847,  d.  3/9/1890. 


192 — Robert  Biddle,  son  of  Clement  and  Mary  (Canby)  Biddle, 
born  8/10/1814,  died  12/3/1902;  married,  12/1/1842,  Anna  Miller, 
daughter  of  Daniel  L.  and  Hannah  (Nicholson)  Miller,  born  8/2/1823, 
died  8/12/1891. 
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Robert  Biddle  enjoyed  an  active  old  age  in  the  midst  of  a  joyous 
circle  of  devoted  children,  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren,  hon¬ 
ored  by  all  who  knew  him  for  his  untarnished  uprightness.  More  than 
most  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  of  his  time,  he  combined  a 
Grecian  appreciation  of  the  beauty  and  richness  of  life  with  the  Puritan 
ideals  of  Quakerism.  Never  so  much  a  student  of  books  as  of  nature 
and  people,  he  stored  his  valiant,  yet  sweet,  philosophy  at  first  hand. 
Merrily  he  has  described  the  frequent  fights  that  as  a  small  boy  he  had 
to  win  to  persuade  each  new  set  of  schoolmates  that  cowards  and  weak¬ 
lings  did  not  cower  under  the  cinnamon-colored  plain  coats  in  which 
the  tender  consciences  of  his  parents  clothed  their  sons.  The  first  money 
earned  by  his  own  labor  was  put  in  a  box  to  which  the  younger  brother, 

not  yet  earning,  was  made  free.  This  generosity  was  a  salient  trait  of 
his  life. 

In  1837,  after  apprenticeship  and  clerking  with  two  hardware  firms, 
he  became  head  of  the  firm  of  R.  &  W.  C.  Biddle,  wholesale  and  retail 
hardware,  on  Market  (then  High)  street  above  Front,  facing  the  old 
mid-street  open  market  sheds.  It  was  before  the  days  of  railroads  and 
commercial  travellers.  Merchants  came  to  town  twice  yearly  to  buy,  and 
freight  was  sent  by  canal  and  Conestoga  wagon. 

A  sportsman  rather  than  a  bookman,  he  was  actively  helpful  in  the 
founding  and  maintenance  of  Swarthmore  College  and  served  as 
treasurer  from  1875  to  1901.  An  outstanding  trait  was  his  extreme 
regularity  of  habit.  When  his  dinner  hour  struck,  he  went  for  dinner. 
Even  a  sale  was  postponed  in  its  midst  and  the  customer  invited  to  be 
his  guest.  For  many  years  he  sat  at  the  head  of  the  Fourth-day  Meet¬ 
ings,  held  at  Fifteenth  and  Race  streets,  Philadelphia.  Hundreds  of 
school  children  who  attended  that  meeting  have  wondered  how  that 
motionless  figure,  with  cane  between  his  knees,  could  possibly  judge 
the  hour  so  accurately,  never  dreaming  that  a  tiny  watch  was  implanted 
in  the  head  of  that  cane ! 

In  search  of  health  for  his  wife,  Robert  Biddle  travelled  widely 
and  long.  Months  ran  into  years  while  they  leisurely  covered  Europe, 
Algiers,  Egypt,  Palestine,  California  and  Florida,  the  latter  becoming  a 
winter  habit.  He  was  the  oldest  of  nine  friends,  who,  in  1851,  bought 
a  farm  on  the  east  side  of  the  Delaware  still  retaining  the  Indian  name 
of  Cmnammson,  or  Sweet-water,  from  the  sap  of  the  sugar  maples. 
Here  Riverton  was  planted  and  the  river  bank  divided  by  lot  among 
the  owners.  Robert  Biddle  outlived  all  the  others  and  surrounded  by  his 
descendants  made  Riverton  his  home  until  he  died  in  1902. 

A.  B.  S.  (1954) 
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Children : 

1921 —  Charles  Miller  Biddle,  b.  2/3/1844,  d.  2/21/1922. 

Married,  11/19/1868: 

Hannah  Mcllvain,  b.  4/12/1848,  d.  3/31/1905. 

1922 —  Henry  Canby  Biddle,  b.  10/12/1845,  d.  6/26/1886. 

Married,  11/2/1876: 

Anna  Mary  Mcllvain,  b.  9/14/1850,  d.  1/31/1926. 

1923 —  Hannah  Miller  Biddle,  b.  8/24/1850. 

Married,  1/25/1882: 

John  Coffin  Whitney  Frishmuth,  b.  4/3/1844,  d.  6/8/1921. 

1924 —  Elizabeth  Parrish  Biddle,  b.  8/1/1853,  d.  12/17/1879. 
Married,  6/3/1875: 

John  Coffin  Whitney  Frishmuth,  b.  4/31/1844,  d.  6/8/1921. 

1925 —  Martha  Canby  Biddle,  b.  12/3/1854,  d.  4/15/1916. 


193 — William  Canby  Biddle,  son  of  Clement  and  Mary  (Canby) 
Biddle,  born  9/25/1816,  died  12/22/1887 ;  married  2/2/1838,  Rachel 
Miller,  sister  of  his  brother  Robert’s  wife,  born  9/11/1818,  died 
10/7/1892. 

William  Canby  Biddle  is  affectionately  revered  by  his  descendants 
as  a  man  of  keen  intellect,  of  strict  adherence  to  sharply  defined  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  of  a  rather  rare  human  understanding.  Lntil  middle  life  he 
was  actively  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  Philadelphia,  where 
with  his  brother  Robert,  he  organized  the  firm  of  R.  &  W.  C.  Biddle, 
afterwards  the  Biddle  Hardware  Company.  He  was  a  deeply  concerned 
Friend  and  served  his  Meeting  at  Fifteenth  and  Race  streets  as  clerk 
and  recorder  and  for  many  years  as  trustee.  The  advancement  of 
education  in  the  Society  claimed  much  of  his  attention  and  he  was  the 
first  treasurer  and  a  member  of  the  original  board  of  Swarthmore 
College.  He  was  intensely  interested  in  the  anti-slavery  cause  and 
in  many  charitable  and  public  works  in  his  native  city.  At  the  age  of 
forty-four  a  distressing  form  of  chorea  incapacitated  him  completely 
for  his  usual  activities  and  except  for  a  few  short  intervals  he  was 
thereafter  a  great  sufferer.  Languages  were  easily  acquired  and  being 
familiar  with  Latin,  he  readily  learned  French  during  his  first  trip 
abroad,  when  he  and  our  Grandmother  spent  a  year  in  Europe  and  Eg\  pt 
and  the  Holy  Land,  hoping  that  travel  and  change  of  scene  might 
restore  his  health.  During  this  and  three  subsequent  trips  he  learned 
Italian  and  to  translate  written  Spanish.  Mathematics  was  one  of  his 
diversions.  He  could  add  three  columns  of  figures  by  mental  arithmetic 
as  they  were  read  off  to  him.  Once  when  suffering  and  apparently 
heedless  of  his  surroundings,  while  three  of  his  sons-in-law  were  busy 
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with  pencils  and  paper  trying  to  work  out  a  problem,  he  gave  them 
the  answer  before  they  succeeded  with  written  figures.  A  grandson 
went  to  him  one  day  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  with  an 
abstruse  problem  in  higher  mathematics.  Lying  on  his  couch,  he  solved 
it  easily;  the  boy  took  the  solution  to  class  next  day,  telling  where  the 
credit  lay,  and  the  professor  was  sufficiently  impressed  to  communicate 
with  him  thereafter,  often  sending  him  difficult  University  work,  some¬ 
times  asking  his  help. 

He  had  clear  blue  piercing  eyes  which  looked  out  steadily  under  heavy 
brows.  His  power  of  concentration,  a  retentive  memory  and  sound 
judgment,  together  with  a  deep  interest  in  people  and  progress,  com¬ 
bined  to  make  him  a  man  of  great  influence,  whose  advice  was  widely 
sought  long  after  ill  health  had  incapacitated  him  for  active  service.  In 
the  late  sixties  a  vigorous  young  man,  who  was  making  good  in  a  small 
way,  without  any  backing  whatever,  went  to  William  Canby  Biddle  for 
advice  about  a  proposed  dry  goods  shop.  Recognizing  his  ability  and 
seeing  a  future  for  him,  Grandfather  loaned  him  $10,000  and  that  ven¬ 
ture  has  developed  into  one  of  the  largest  department  stores  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  The  obligation  has  been  many  times  returned  to  the  descend¬ 
ants  and  a  warm  inter-family  friendship  has  since  existed. 

Having  a  feeling,  that  was  general  among  Friends  of  his  time,  that 
politics  were  corrupt  and  demoralizing,  he  never  voted — a  marked  con¬ 
trast  to  the  conviction  of  his  descendants  that  voting  is  an  obligation 
of  citizenship.  He  even  refrained  at  Lincoln’s  election,  expressing  great 
regret  for  the  forbearance. 

Following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  he  gave  to  his  son. 
Clement  M.  Biddle,  to  be  read  at  the  time  of  his  death: 

“A  plain  walnut  coffin  (not  casket)  without  plate  or  trimmings — with 
very  simple  linings,  if  any;  my  own  clothes,  not  new  ones  specially  had  for 
the  occasion;  no  show  of  any  kind;  of  course,  no  flowers.  Plain  hearse  and 
a  few  carriages  for  family  and  intimate  friends,  my  idea  being  that  funeral 
should  be  at  the  house. 

“Avoid  all  needless  ostentation  and  expense ;  give  difference  between  a 
simple  funeral  and  a  fashionable  first-class  show,  out  of  the  estate,  to  the 
Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm  Colored  Poor,  or  any  other  benevolent  object. 
I  do  not  leave  positive  directions,  because  they  might  be  inconvenient  to 
carry  out,  but  the  nearer  my  interment  approaches  an  old-fashioned  Friends’ 
funeral,  in  simplicity,  as  expressed  in  the  above  wishes,  the  nearer  it  will 
accord  with  my  idea  of  what  is  desirable.  Please  do  not  keep  city  house 
long  darkened  by  bowed  shutters ;  it  is  an  unhealthy  Philadelphia  custom ; 
light  is  good,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  nothing  in  my  death  to  make  it  a 
gloomy  subject  to  those  who  love  and  survive  me.” 

By  a  strange  coincidence  an  appeal  appeared  in  the  paper  the  next 
day  for  the  home  mentioned,  with  a  statement  that  funds  were  lacking 
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even  for  food  for  Christmas,  and  the  check  for  $500  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  forwarded  seemed  a  gift  from  God. 

L.  B.  (19315) 

Children : 

1931—  Clement  M.  Biddle,  b.  12/24/1838,  d.  8/27/1902. 

Married,  10/11/1860: 

Lydia  Cooper,  b.  1/4/1841. 

1932—  Frances  Canby  Biddle,  b.  8/11/1840,  d.  2/28/1923. 

Married,  6/18/1862: 

Clement  Acton  Griscom,  b.  3/15/1841,  d.  11/10/1912. 

1933—  Helen  Biddle,  b.  3/25/1844,  d.  2/28/18 77. 

Married,  9/17/1866: 

George  Brinton  Thomas,  b.  7/5/1836,  d.  11/11/1920. 

1934 —  Mary  Biddle,  b.  12/17/1849,  d.  1/16/1897. 

Married,  1/28/1869: 

Howard  Wood,  b.  2/8/1846,  d.  7/1/1911. 

1935 —  Hannah  Nicholson  Biddle,  b.  4/18/1855. 

Married,  10/18/1877: 

Charles  Williams,  b.  11/22/1851,  d.  11/10/1910. 


195 — Clement  Biddle,  son  of  Clement  and  Mary  (Canby)  Biddle, 
born  11/17/1819,  died  6/27/1895;  married,  first  9/9/1841,  Susan 

Townsend  Walton,  born  10/ - /1820,  died  12/6/1842;  married, 

second,  4/10/1845,  Susan  Walton  Cadwallader,  born  3/9/1823.  died 
2/19/1892. 

Clement  Biddle  was  usually  spoken  of  as  Clement  Biddle  of  Chadd’s 
Ford,  and  was  so  designated  because,  on  account  of  delicate  health,  his 
father  settled  him  on  a  farm  near  that  historic  village.  He  was  a 
minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends  and  his  outstanding  trait  was  a  life¬ 
long  eagerness  to  serve  the  Master.  Apparently  his  ministry  met  with 
general  response.  As  a  very  young  man  he  gave  up  fancy  vests  and  the 
much  loved  study  of  chess,  the  better  to  center  his  mind  on  spiritual 
things.  A  keen  observer  of  Nature  in  all  her  moods,  he  brought  up 
his  children  to  see  and  love  the  beauty  around  them  in  earth,  and  sky 
and  air.  Equitable  dealing  was  his  aim  in  business.  If  any  transaction 
did  not  attain  a  perfect  balance  in  values  exchanged  he  saw  to  it  that 
he  was  rather  the  loser  than  the  gainer.  Dignified  in  public  almost  to 
the  verge  of  austerity,  his  cheerful  fun  kept  hearts  light  within  the 
family  circle.  The  stormiest  day  was  greeted  as  occasion  to  be  “glad 
for  a  good  roof  overhead !” 

A  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  he  took  pleasure 
in  searching  out  and  recording  neighborhood  history,  many  articles  on 
which  were  contributed  to  a  local  newspaper. 
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He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Swarthmore  College  and  an  active 
member  of  the  board  of  managers  for  many  years,  giving  the  more 
lavishly  of  his  time  and  effort  that  he  was  not  able  to  be  lavish  with 
money.  For  years  he  served  as  clerk  for  his  Monthly,  Quarterly  and 
Yearly  Meetings,  resigning  only  when  failing  eyesight  forced  retire¬ 
ment.  Active  in  community  welfare,  interested  in  higher  education, 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  and  other  philanthropies,  his  was  preemi¬ 
nently  a  life  of  plain  living  and  high  thinking  dedicated  to  service. 

A.  B.  S.  (1954) 

Children : 

1951—  William  Walton  Biddle,  b.  7/14/1842,  d.  3/9/1900. 

Married,  4/22/1874: 

Mary  Betts  Taggart,  b.  5/11/1846,  d.  2/16/1917. 

1952—  Canby  Biddle,  b.  2/23/1846,  d.  4/13/1857. 

1953—  Francis  Cadwallader  Biddle,  b.  9/16/1851,  d.  6/16/1900. 

Married,  10/22/1873 : 

Sarah  Pennock,  b.  2/3/1849. 

1954—  Anne  Biddle,  b.  3/2/1857. 

Married,  5/6/1885: 

Edmund  Stirling,  b.  9/13/1861. 
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FOURTH  GENERATION 


1241 — Elizabeth  Hannah  Biddle,  daughter  of  James  Canby  and 
Sally  (Drinker)  Biddle,  born  3/11/1830,  died  2/19/1881;  married, 
10/22/1861,  Rev.  William  Frederick  Halsey,  of  the  Protestant  Episco¬ 
pal  Church.  He  was  born  3/24/1807  and  was  from  1866  to  10/15/1882 
(the  date  of  his  death)  rector  of  St.  David’s  Church,  Radnor,  Delaware 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

Children :  * 

12411— William  Biddle  Halsey,  b.  9/5/1862,  d.  9/4/1863. 

12412 — Mary  Matilda  Halsey,  b.  3/30/1864. 

12413 — James  Biddle  Halsey,  (Rev.),  b.  8/22/1865. 

Married,  5/12/1892: 

Elizabeth  Yarnall,  b.  12/4/1860. 

12414 — Walter  Benedict  Halsey,  b.  8/22/1865,  d.  5/13/1866. 

12415— Elizabeth  Biddle  Halsey,  b.  9/23/1867,  d.  7/13/1888. 

12416 — Edward  Biddle  Halsey,  b.  2/1/1869. 

Married,  8/31/191 8: 

Mary  Scott  Montgomery,  b.  6/26/1876. 

12417 — Millicent  Halsey,  b.  6/7/1871,  d.  3/28/1908. 

12418— Hetty  Biddle  Halsey,  b.  10/25/1872,  d.  8/21/1873. 


1252 — Rebecca  C.  Garrett,  daughter  of  Thomas  C.  and  Frances 
(Biddle)  Garrett,  born  9/15/1830,  died  4/16/1905  ;  married,  6/17/1856, 
Jonathan  Evans  Rhoads,  of  Marple  township,  Delaware  county,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  born  1/26/1830,  died  9/14/1914. 

Children : 

12521 — Joseph  Rhoads,  b.  4/3/1857. 

Married,  7/5/1882: 

Harriet  E.  Masters,  b.  2/7/1858. 

12522— Thomas  Garrett  Rhoads,  b.  12/21/1858,  d.  3/31/1872. 

12523 — George  Ashbridge  Rhoads,  b.  8/6/1860. 

Married,  6/19/1890: 

Frances  C.  L.  Tatum,  b.  9/18/1861. 

12524— Dr.  Edward  G.  Rhoads,  b.  2/18/1863,  d.  1/24/1926. 
Married,  11/16/1892: 

Margaret  Ely  Paxson,  b.  12/21/1863. 
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12525— John  Biddle  Rhoads,  b.  7/19/1865,  d.  9/20/1911. 
Married,  5/24/1894: 

Alice  Carter  Evans,  b.  7/24/1872. 

12526 — Frances  G.  Rhoads,  b.  9/26/186 7,  d.  1/14/1903. 

12527 — William  Evans  Rhoads,  b.  1/31/1870. 

Married,  first,  9/21/1899: 

Ruth  Evans,  b.  8/2 3/1877,  d.  4/10/1915. 

Married,  second,  1/31/1917 : 

Grace  Evans,  b.  1/3/1874. 

12528— Elizabeth  Rhoads,  b.  2/14/1872. 

Married,  7/2/1896: 

Robert  R.  Tatnall,  b.  2/4/1870. 


1254 — Philip  Cresson  Garrett,  son  of  Thomas  C.  and  Frances 
(Biddle)  Garrett,  born  11/1/1834,  died  12/9/1905;  married,  5/18/1865, 
Elizabeth  W.  Cope,  born  11/15/1841. 

Philip  C.  Garrett’s  business  was  the  ownership  and  management  of 
a  large  cotton  mill.  About  1877  a  disastrous  fire  (one  of  the  worst 
for  several  years  in  Philadelphia)  destroyed  the  mill  at  Twenty-first 
and  Hamilton  streets,  and  after  a  long  trip  in  Europe  with  his  family, 
Philip  C.  Garrett  retired  from  business  and  devoted  himself  actively  to 
philanthropic  service.  As  chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunacy 
Commission,  he  visited  the  asylums  of  the  State  and  wrorked  for  reform 
in  their  management.  His  interest  in  the  cause  of  peace  led  him  to 
attend  a  world  conference  for  the  Codification  of  the  Law  of  Nations 
in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  As  a  young  man  he  had  worked  for  the  Negro 
in  connection  with  the  formation  and  service  of  the  Friends’  Freed- 
men’s  Association,  and  the  needs  of  both  Negro  and  Indian  always 
claimed  his  interest  and  service.  He  was  appointed  by  President  Gar¬ 
field  to  succeed  General  Fiske  on  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 
and  President  (then  Governor)  Roosevelt  as  special  agent  to  try  to 
settle  the  famous  Ogden  Land  Claim  of  the  Indians  of  New  York  State. 
He  was  concerned  in  the  formation  of  the  Society  for  Organizing 
Charity  in  Philadelphia,  was  president  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities, 
and  at  one  time  president  of  the  National  Conference  of  Charities  and 
Correction.  But  perhaps  his  best  known  activity  was  in  the  cause  of 
purifying  local  politics.  He  was  one  of  the  famous  Committee  of  One 
Hundred  in  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  first  great  concerted  efforts  to 
oppose  boss  rule,  and  was  elected  its  chairman.  This  brought  him  into 
somewhat  painful  publicity,  and  even  a  libel  suit,  in  the  early  eighties. 
For  though  very  genial  and  social,  he  was  diffident  about  appearing 
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in  public  and  was  not  much  of  a  public  speaker.  His  pen,  however,  was 
not  idle  and  he  wrote  many  articles  on  subjects  that  claimed  his  interest. 
He  was  editor  of  a  voluminous  “History  of  Haverford  College,”  1892, 
of  which  college  he  was  a  manager  from  1862  until  the  year  of  his 
death,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bryn  Mawr 
College  from  near  its  inception. 

A.  C.  G.  (12542) 


Children : 

12541 — Frances  Biddle  Garrett,  b.  7/14/1866. 
Married,  2/19/1916: 

J.  Roberts  Foulke,  b.  2/24/1843. 

12542 — Alfred  Cope  Garrett,  b.  11/3/1867. 
Married,  6/18/1896: 

Eleanor  Evans,  b.  1/2/1873. 


1255 — John  Biddle  Garrett,  son  of  Thomas  C.  and  Frances 
(Biddle)  Garrett,  born  12/10/1836,  died  2/16/1924;  married,  9/6/1866, 
Hannah  Rhoads  Haines,  born  6/5/1845,  died  5/1/1901. 

John  Biddle  Garrett  was  educated  at  Friends’  Select  School,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  at  Westtown,  and  at  Haverford  College,  where  he  graduated 
in  1854.  He  began  business  in  the  educational  publishing  house  of  his 
uncles  Edward  C.  and  John  Biddle,  but  soon  entered  the  firm  of  R.  D. 
Wood  &  Co.  Later  he  was  president  of  the  Girard  Trust  Company  from 
1883  to  1887,  and  a  vice-president  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  from  1887  to  1901,  when  he  retired  from  active  business  life. 
He  engaged  at  an  early  age  in  work  for  the  colored  race  and  the  Indians, 
acting  as  secretary  of  the  Friends’  Freedmen’s  Association  at  the  time 
of  its  organization  during  the  Civil  War;  and  in  1865  was  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  Commission  at  Fort  Smith  appointed  by  President 
Johnson,  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  to  negotiate  treaties  of  peace 
with  the  Indian  Nation  and  tribes  that  had  made  treaties  with  the  Con¬ 
federate  government. 

He  was  long  interested  in  education  in  the  Society  of  Friends, 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  Westtown  School  committee,  as  an  overseer 
of  Penn  Charter  School  from  1868  to  1881,  as  a  manager  of  Haverford 
College  from  1872  to  1914,  and  as  one  of  the  original  trustees  of  Bryn 
Mawr  College  under  Dr.  Taylor’s  will  until  his  resignation  in  1902. 

For  many  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  peace  and 
international  arbitration.  As  a  minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends  he 
visited  the  Meetings  of  the  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  welcomed  to 
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his  home  Friends  from  Great  Britain,  and  endeavored  to  stimulate 
interest  in  home  and  foreign  missions. 

His  love  of  home  and  kindred  kept  him  in  close  contact  with  the 
activities  and  friendships  of  his  children  and  grand-children.  Integrity 
with  success  in  business  life  gave  him  an  influence  over  younger  men 
which  was  increased  by  a  genial  manner  and  comradeship.  But  per¬ 
haps  his  strongest  characteristic  was  his  power  of  sympathy.  Through 
this  gift,  deepened  by  a  vital  Christian  experience,  his  heart  was  drawn 
not  only  towards  individuals  in  joy  and  sorrow,  but  towards  philan¬ 
thropic  movements  and  the  Christian  service  of  others  of  varied  types 
and  in  many  countries. 

M.  R.  G.  W.  (12551) 

Children : 

12551— Mary  Rhoads  Garrett,  b.  12/13/1867. 

Married,  10/18/1900: 

Henry  Stokes  Williams,  b.  1/28/1853,  d.  11/1/1924. 

12552— Frances  Biddle  Garrett,  b.  3/11/1872. 

Married,  10/3/1894: 

Thomas  Franklin  Branson,  b.  7/10/1869. 


1265  John  W.  Biddle,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Cresson 
(Garrett)  Biddle,  born  8/2/1835,  died  6/2/1916;  married,  5/5/1861 
Mary  Hewes,  born  10/26/1842,  died  5/25/1874. 

After  attending  Friends’  Select  School  in  Philadelphia,  John  W. 
Biddle  graduated  from  the  College  of  Pharmacy  and  then  entered  the 

drug  store  of  his  father  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Eleventh  and  Arch 
streets. 

Later  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Krider  &  Biddle,  silver¬ 
smiths,  and  subsequently  was  elected  treasurer  and  director  of  the 
Mine  Hill  and  Schuylkill  Haven  Railroad  Company,  serving  in  that 
dual  capacity  for  many  years.  “Making  money”  for  the  sake  of 
accumulating  it,  did  not  interest  John  W.  Biddle,  who  found  his  chief 
pleasure  outside  of  his  own  home  to  lie  in  the  direction  of  educational, 
charitable  and  religious  activities. 

He  was  treasurer  of  the  Magdalen  Asylum,  treasurer  and  member  of 
the  committee  in  charge  of  \\  esttowm  School,  one  of  the  committee 
supervising  Friends’  Select  School,  and  manager  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital;  and  also  closely  identified  himself  with  church  matters 
relating  to  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends. 
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In  all  these  affairs  he  showed  the  utmost  fidelity,  and  gave  gener¬ 
ously  of  time  and  strength,  always  placing  duty  before  personal  incli¬ 
nation  or  convenience.  His  younger  associates  remember  this  as  one  of 
the  characteristics  which  inspired  their  respect  and  admiration. 

In  the  ordering  of  his  daily  life  John  W.  Biddle  was  an  outstanding 
example  of  punctuality  and  methodical  habits.  He  was  never  “late,” 
unless  from  circumstances  entirely  beyond  his  control ;  and  it  was  his 
practice,  in  an  unusual  degree,  to  do  the  same  thing  at  the  same  hour 
of  each  day.  So  noticeable  was  this  characteristic  that  neighbors  are 
said  to  have  waited  for  him  to  go  by  before  starting  for  the  morning 
train  themselves. 

The  scrupulous  care  which  he  exercised  as  to  dress  and  address, 
made  him  conspicuous  wherever  he  went.  The  story  is  told  that  while 
walking  on  Chestnut  street  one  day,  he  met  an  acquaintance  accompanied 
by  a  visitor  from  New  York.  After  dignified  greetings  had  been 
exchanged  the  New  Yorker  turned  to  his  host  and  said,  “Who  is  that 
man?  He  must  be  a  hypocrite,  for  no  one  can  be  as  respectable  as  he 
looks !”  To  those  who  knew  John  W.  Biddle  these  externals  were  the 
visible  tokens  of  the  purity  of  his  character.  His  marriage  was  an 
unusually  happy  one,  but  his  wife  was  delicate  from  childhood  and 
died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-one  years.  He  reverenced  her  memory 
until  his  own  death  forty-two  years  later. 

J.  G.  B.  (12652) 

Children : 

12651— William  Biddle,  b.  5/28/1863. 

Married,  10/8/1885 : 

Caroline  C.  Scattergood,  b.  8/19/1862. 

12652 — James  Garrett  Biddle,  b.  10/13/1868. 

Married,  10/11/1894: 

Mary  Hutton,  b.  9/11/1869,  d.  10/17/1925. 


1267 — Samuel  Biddle,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Cresson 
(Garrett)  Biddle,  born  7/10/1844,  died  3/4/1919;  married,  8/3/1865, 
Katherine  Townsend  Harned,  born  4/26/1845,  died  7/12/1892.  He 
married,  second,  6/8/1899,  Elizabeth  Harned,  born  6/19/1850,  died 
2/16/1916. 

Samuel  Biddle  received  his  education  at  Friends’  Select  School,  and 
a  month  after  he  was  twenty-one  he  married.  Just  before  this  he  entered 
into  business  with  his  uncle,  Thomas  C.  Garrett,  silversmith.  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  active  business  for  nearly  thirty  years  in  the  firms  of  Robins 
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Clark  &  Biddle,  Clark  &  Biddle  and  Bailey,  Banks  &  Biddle — 
always  overseeing  the  financial  department,  from  which  it  was  a  natural 
step  that  he  should  take  up  the  banking  business  upon  his  retirement 
in  1894.  Having  inherited,  to  a  marked  degree,  his  father’s  benevolent 
disposition,  he  devoted  much  of  his  time  and  interest  to  Meeting,  educa¬ 
tional  and  charitable  affairs.  Twelth  Street  Meeting  was  very  near  to 
his  heart  and  he  was  keenly  interested  in  its  membership,  especially 
encouraging  the  younger  members  to  accept  responsibility  in  its  business 
meetings.  He  was  treasurer  of  the  Meeting  as  well  as  of  Friends’ 
Hospital  at  Frankford  and  of  Westtown  Boarding  School.  A  member 
of  the  committee  of  Friends’  Select  School  for  thirty-five  years,  he 
devoted  much  time  and  thought  to  its  best  interests.  He  was  also  active 
on  the  board  of  the  Apprentices’  Library  and  the  Society  for  Organizing 
Charity.  Dogs,  horses  and  all  domestic  animals  appealed  to  him  and  he 
was  seldom  without  some  pet  to  care  for.  He  had  a  keen  sense  of 
humor  and  deep  feeling  and  although  a  man  of  fine  judgment  was 
generous  almost  to  a  fault  and  was  seldom  appealed  to  in  vain. 

E.  B.  C.  (12671) 


Children : 

12671— Elizabeth  S.  Biddle,  b.  6/25/1866. 
Married,  11/5/1890: 

Samuel  R.  Carter,  b.  7/2/1863. 

12672 — Mary  Harned  Biddle,  b.  8/19/1872. 
12673— Helen  R.  Biddle,  b.  9/23/1874. 


1291 — James  Canby  Biddle-Cope,  son  of  Alfred  and  Rebecca 
(Biddle)  Cope,  born  8/13/1852;  married,  6/25/18 73,  Marie  Louise 
Saunders,  born  4/13/1853,  died  2/16/1924.  He  changed  his  name  by 
legal  enactment  to  Biddle-Cope. 

James  Biddle-Cope,  owing  to  visits  to  England  when  a  boy  and 
young  man,  conceived  a  great  love  for  the  mother  country  and  her 
ancient  social  distinctions,  so  that  after  his  marriage  he  took  up  his 
residence  there  and  began  studies  at  Oxford  with  the  idea  of  entering 
the  priesthood  of  the  Church  of  England.  Upon  the  completion  of  these 
studies,  he  also  for  a  time  became  an  officer  of  militia  at  Aldershot,  and 
it  was  thought  he  might  find  promotion  in  the  Army..  This  service, 
however,  was  not  for  long,  and  he  soon  took  up  the  life  of  an  English 
country  gentleman,  first  in  the  beautiful  “Cotswold  House,”  in  the 
Cotswold  Hills;  much  later  in  the  romantic  and  ancient  “Knill  Court,” 
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nestled  deep  in  the  hill  country  on  the  Welsh  border  of  Shropshire,  and 
then  at  “Broadward  Hall”  in  the  same  region.  He  engaged  to  some 
extent  in  authorship,  producing  among  other  books  “The  Copes  of 
Wiltshire,”  and  two  novels  “Grey  of  Greybury”  and  “At  Century’s 
Ebb.”  The  former,  dealing  with  life  at  “Fairfield,”  Philadelphia,  with 
characters  apparently  drawn  from  old  acquaintances,  did  not  produce 
at  all  a  favorable  impression  among  those  circles.  Meanwhile  his 
interest  had  turned  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  to  Italy,  and  he 
and  his  family  were  baptized  in  that  church.  He  gave  large  sums  to 
the  cause  of  Catholic  education  in  Rome,  and  naturally  was  regarded  as 
a  distinguished  convert.  The  Pope  conferred  upon  him  the  rank  of 
Marquis,  and  for  several  years  he  bore  the  title  of  the  Marquis  Biddle- 
Cope.  The  King  of  Italy  at  the  same  time  conferred  upon  him  the 
rank  of  Baron.  Still  later  he  received  the  spiritual  name  of  Cyprian 
Cope,  but  finally  broke  with  the  church  and  no  longer  regarded  himself 
as  her  son. 

Domestic  difficulties,  in  which  his  friends  could  not  at  all  sympathize 
with  him,  led  to  a  somewhat  wandering  life  on  his  part.  He  stayed  for 
a  time  in  Australia  roughing  it  on  remote  ranches.  He  even  acquired 
property  in  the  Fiji  Islands  which  he  visited.  More  recently  he  had  a 
beautiful  home  at  Goritzia,  near  the  Alps  of  the  Austrian-Italian 
frontier.  But  the  Great  War  swept  over  this  territory  and  his  home 
was  almost  totally  destroyed.  Meanwhile  he  had  returned  to  America 
and  lived  for  a  time  at  Asheville,  N.  C.  He  also  took  a  long  voyage  to 
the  Fiji  Islands,  but  has  now  (1924)  returned  to  Europe. 

A.  C.  G.  (12542) 


Children : 

12911 — Marie  Louise  Biddle-Cope,  b.  7/24/1875. 

Married,  12/12/1897 : 

Edward  Douglas  Smith,  b.  5/16/1870. 

12912 — Frances  Margaret  Biddle-Cope,  b.  9/29/18 77. 

Married, 

Baron  Alberto  Calenda  di  Tavani,  b.  11/11/1865. 

12913 — Alfred  Cope  Biddle-Cope,  b.  8/12/1879,  d.  - /1883. 

12914 — John  Stephen  Biddle-Cope,  b. - /1881. 

Married, 

Elizabeth  Moore. 

12915 — Gladys  Mary  Isabel  Biddle-Cope,  b.  9/21/1886,  d. 
2/16/1900. 

12916 — Anthony  Cyprian  Prosper  Biddle-Cope1,  b.  5/9/1889,  killed 
in  battle  near  Ypres,  4/26/1915. 
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12.10.1 — Esther  Foster  Biddle,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Foster)  Biddle,  born  5/12/1855;  married,  5/6/1885,  Edward  C.  Clay, 
born  4/20/1852,  died  9/1/1906. 

Children : 

12.10.11 —  Edward  Biddle  Clay,  b.  6/12/1886. 

Married,  10/31/1924: 

Katherine  Gossler,  b.  6/2/1900. 

12.10.12 —  Gladys  Mary  Clay,  b.  12/1/1891. 


1921 — Charles  Miller  Biddle,  son  of  Robert  and  Anna  (Miller) 
Biddle,  born  2/3/1844,  died  2/21/1922;  married,  11/19/1868,  Hannah 
Mcllvain,  born  4/2/1848,  died  3/31/1905. 

■x 

Charles  Miller  Biddle  received  his  education  at  the  Friends’  Central 
School  in  Philadelphia.  In  September,  1861,  he  became  an  apprentice 
in  the  firm  of  R.  &  W.  C.  Biddle  &  Co.,  entering  the  firm  on  January 
1,  1865,  while  not  yet  twenty-one  years  of  age.  In  1873  he  became  the 
sole  owner  of  the  business  and  so  remained  for  forty-two  years.  In 
1914  he  was  made  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  Suplee-Biddle  Hardware  Co.  At  the  death  of  his  son  in  1918 
he  was  again,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  called  upon  to  resume 
the  responsibility  of  the  business  and  was  made  president,  which  position 
he  held  until  July  1,  1920,  when  he  offered  his  resignation  and  took  his 
former  position  of  chairman  of  the  board. 

Active  in  the  educational  and  business  affairs  of  his  day  he  gave 
himself  unstintingly  in  service.  While  he  never  sought  public  office,  his 
rare  business  qualifications  and  his  sterling  character  called  him  into 
many  positions  of  public  trust  and  responsibility.  He  served  as  director 


1  Anthony  Cyprian  Prosper  Biddle-Cope  was  born  in  London  and 
educated  at  Barnabite  College,  Florence,  Italy.  From  1909  to  1913  he 
held  a  commission  in  the  Shropshire  Light  Infantry,  resigning  to  take 
up  ranching  in  British  Columbia.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  applied 
to  the  British  W  ar  Office  and  was  restored  to  his  old  regiment  and  was 
with  it  in  active  service  until  he  was  wounded  on  October  22,  1914.  He 
was  sent  home,  but  returned  to  duty  at  the  end  of  December,  1914.  He 
was  killed  near  Ypres,  April  26,  1915,  meeting  death  by  rushing  forward 
and  throwing  himself  in  front  of  a  brother  officer,  receiving  the  shot 
intended  for  him,  so  saving  his  friend’s  life. 
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of  the  Logan  Trust  Co.,  president  and  director  of  the  Riverton  and 
Palmyra  Water  Co.,  and  of  the  Riverton  Iron  Pier  Co.;  was  second 
president  of  the  Hardware  Merchants’  and  Manufacturers’  Association 
of  Philadelphia;  an  active  member  of  the  National  Hardware  Associa¬ 
tion  of  the  Lmited  States;  a  director  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce  from  its  organization  on  March  24,  1891,  until  his  resig¬ 
nation  in  1921,  thus  ending  thirty  years  of  active  service  on  that  board. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Union  League,  Riverton  Yacht  Club,  Riverton 
Country  Club  and  the  New  Jersey  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

He  inherited  many  of  the  characteristics  of  his  father.  He  was 
quiet,  but  had  a  keen  interest  and  enthusiasm  for  all  fine  things  of  life. 
While  never  a  creator  of  fun  he  enjoyed  and  appreciated  it  in  others. 
Quick  to  recognize  ability,  he  had  an  unusual  influence  in  inspiring 
those  possessed  of  it  to  develop  themselves  to  the  utmost.  He  had 
great  confidence  in  humanity,  loved  people,  and  was  most  sociable  and 
hospitable.  Always  an  ardent  participant  in  outdoor  sports,  sailing  and 
hunting  were  favorite  pastimes,  then  followed  golf  and  bicycling,  and 
in  his  later  years  he  became  an  ardent  motorist.  He  enjoyed  travel  and 
displayed  a  pioneer  spirit  exploring  far  from  the  beaten  paths  of 
tourists. 

Happily  gifted  in  manner,  disposition  and  taste,  enterprising  and 
original  in  business  ideas,  personally  liked  by  those  who  knew  him  best, 
and  as  frank  in  declaring  his  principles  as  he  was  in  maintaining  them, 
his  career  was  rounded  by  success  and  by  the  appreciation  of  men  whose 
good  opinion  was  best  worth  having. 

H.  Mel.  B.  (19214) 


Children : 

19211— Anna  Biddle,  b.  11/24/1869,  d.  1/6/1926. 
Married,  1 1 /23 / 1 893  : 

Joshua  Woolston  Atlee,  b.  2/1/186 7. 

19212 — Martha  Mcllvain  Biddle,  b.  3/28/1871. 

19213— Helen  Elsie  Biddle,  b.  5/16/1875. 

19214— Hannah  Mcllvain  Biddle,  b.  8/14/1878. 

19215— Charles  Miller  Biddle,  Jr.,  b.  8/14/1878. 
Married,  10/17/1904: 

Anna  Haines  Lippincott,  b.  12/27/1879. 

19216— Robert  Biddle,  2d.,  b.  2/19/1880,  d.  10/12/1918. 
Married,  11/19/1908: 

Marian  Scull,  b.  7/24/1877. 
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^922 — Henry  C.  Biddle,  son  of  Robert  and  Anna  (Miller)  Biddle, 
born  10/12/1845,  died  6/26/1886;  married,  11/2/1876,  Anna  Mary 
Mcllvain,  born  9/14/1850,  died  1/31/1926. 

Children : 

19221 — Hugh  Mcllvain  Biddle,  b.  8/29/18 77. 

Married,  10/17/1904: 

Adelaide  Steel,  b.  5/10/1876. 

19222— Mary  Biddle,  b.  3/19/1879. 

Married,  3/31/1902: 

Nathan  Myers  Fitler,  b.  11/2/1878. 

19223 — Henry  Canby  Biddle,  Jr.,  b.  4/11/1880. 

Married,  4/21/1908: 

Margaret  Seton  Fleming,  b.  10/26/1887. 

19224 — -Lillian  Biddle,  b.  7/11/1881. 

Married,  1/5/1909: 

Walter  Page,  b.  6/6/1875. 

19225 — Robert  Ralston  Biddle,  b.  1/18/1885. 


1923 — Hannah  M.  Biddle,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Anna  (Miller) 
Biddle,  born  8/24/1850;  married,  1/25/1882,  John  Coffin  Whitney 
Frishmuth,  born  4/3/1844,  died  6/14/1921. 

Children : 

19231 — Edna  Helen  Frishmuth,  b.  8/16/1883. 

Married,  4/14/1904: 

Clarence  Cecil  Fitler,  b.  8/27/1882,  d.  12/12/1925. 

19232 — John  C.  W.  Frishmuth,  Jr.,  b.  12/25/1884. 

Married,  5/30/1908: 

Mary  Butler  Oberteuffer,  b.  7/15/1888. 

19233 — Robert  Biddle  Frishmuth,  b.  12/23/1889,  d.  8/31/1923. 
Married,  12/11/1902: 

Theodora  Townsend,  b.  10/10/1894. 

19234 — Clarice  Frishmuth,  b.  5/12/1891. 

Married,  11/16/1916: 

Percy  Allen  Ransome,  b.  10/21/1888. 


1924 — Elizabeth  Parrish  Biddle,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Anna 
(Miller)  Biddle,  born  8/1/1853,  died  12/17/1879;  married,  6/3/1875, 
John  Coffin  Whitney  Frishmuth,  born  4/3/1844,  died  6/14/1921. 

Children : 

19241 — Anna  Biddle  Frishmuth,  b.  2/22/1 876. 

19242 — Mary  Grandom  Frishmuth,  b.  2/22/18 76. 

Married,  12/29/1908: 

Charles  Seymour  Frishmuth,  b.  12/5/1872. 
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1931 — Clement  M.  Biddle,  son  of  William  C.  and  Rachel  (Miller) 
Biddle,  born  12/24/1838,  died  8/27/1902;  married,  10/11/1860,  Lydia 
Cooper,  born  1/4/1841. 

Clement  M.  Biddle  was  a  man  four-square,  a  man  of  home,  of  busi¬ 
ness,  of  religion  and  of  the  community.  The  father  of  six  active  boys 
and  girls  he  was  the  life  of  the  home,  sharing  his  children’s  joys  and 
conquests  and  extending  a  sympathetic  understanding  that  lightened 
burdens  and  clarified  perplexities.  He  was  possessed  of  a  keen  insight  in 
affairs  of  business,  combined  with  a  quickness  in  decisions  that  brought 
him  into  prominence  in  the  business  life  of  Philadelphia.  In  1873,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-five,  having  been  at  the  head  of  a  large  wholesale  hardware 
company  for  many  years  and  having  disposed  of  his  extensive  business 
interests,  he  devoted  his  whole  energies  to  the  direction  of  the  great 
Centennial  Exposition  of  1876.  He  was  the  youngest  of  the  fifteen 
members  of  the  board  and  by  his  untiring  efforts  contributed  materially 
to  the  wonderful  success  of  the  exposition. 

In  religion  his  was  not  what  might  be  termed  a  deeply  spiritual 
nature,  yet  he  was  a  tower  of  strength  in  the  Society  of  Friends.  His 
vigorous  personality  was  particularly  evidenced  in  the  business  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Society,  where  he  usually  withheld  his  opinion  until  others 
had  spoken  and  then,  in  a  few  balanced  words,  expressed  sentiments 
that  customarily  carried  conviction.  His  greatest  concern  was  to 
improve  educational  methods  and  for  thirty  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Yearly  Meeting’s  educational  committee;  he  organized  training 
classes  for  teachers,  and  acted  for  a  year  as  principal  of  the  Girls’ 
department  of  Friends’  Central  School.  He  was  active  in  the  organ¬ 
ization  and  early  development  of  Swarthmore  College,  and  also  of 
George  School.  He  started  the  first  kindergarten  in  Philadelphia  and 
was  superintendent  of  the  Race  Street  First  Day  School  for  some  years. 
His  altruistic  interests  were  by  no  means  confined  to  his  religious 
society.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  in 
later  years  effectively  furthered  the  cause  of  justice  for  the  Indians, 
and  advocated  Prohibition  and  equal  rights  for  women.  He  was  a 
leader  in  community  improvement.  With  characteristic  intelligence 
and  energy,  as  road  supervisor  in  his  township  he  resurfaced  the  whole 
system,  economically  and  effectively  transforming  dirt  roads  into  durable 
highways,  finally  becoming  an  authority  on  road  construction.  In  the 
neighboring  community  of  Darby,  he  was  instrumental  in  abolishing 
the  saloons,  in  organizing  the  reading  room  and  the  savings  bank  and 
other  civic  improvements.  He  was  liberal  in  his  charity,  yet  dispensed 
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it  with  wisdom  and  foresight.  He  embodied  the  description  given  of 
him  by  a  leading  Philadelphia  business  man:  “He  had  a  strong,  cheery, 
brave,  generous  personality,  overflowing  with  both  mental  and  phy¬ 
sical  vigor  and  was  ever  solicitous  for  the  good  of  others.” 

C.  M.  B.  (19316) 


Children : 

19311— Lucy  Biddle,  b.  9/26/1861. 

Married,  9/25/1884: 

J.  Reece  Lewis,  b.  4/14/1856,  d.  10/8/1898. 
19312— William  Canby  Biddle,  b.  6/2/1864. 

19313— Robert  Biddle,  b.  5/31/1867. 

Married,  10/3/1889: 

Helen  C,  Conard,  b.  11/4/1865. 

19314 — Caroline  Cooper  Biddle,  b.  3/13/1871. 
Married,  5/22/1894: 

J.  Lawrence  Lippincott,  b.  7/ 20/1866. 

19315 — Lydia  Biddle,  b.  9/13/1873. 

19316 — Clement  Miller  Biddle,  b.  8/22/18 76. 
Married,  11/28/1900: 

Grace  Anna  Brosius,  b.  4/18/1877. 


1932— Frances  Canby  Biddle,  daughter  of  William  C.  and  Rachel 
(Miller)  Biddle,  born  8/11/1840,  died  2/28/1923;  married,  6/18/1862, 
Clement  Acton  Griscom,  born  3/15/1841,  died  11/10/1912. 

Children : 

19321 — John  Acton  Griscom,  b.  3/31/1863,  d.  7/15/1864. 

19322 — Helen  Biddle  Griscom,  b.  10/9/1866. 

Married,  6/20/1889: 

Samuel  Bettle,  b.  10/15/1864. 

19323 — Clement  Acton  Griscom,  b.  6/20/1868,  d.  12/31/1919. 
Married,  9/18/1889: 

Genevieve  Sprigg  Ludlow,  b.  7/27/1868. 

19324 — Rodman  Ellison  Griscom,  b.  10/21/1870. 

Married,  2/17/1897: 

Anne  Starr,  b.  6/25/1870,  d.  6/14/1919. 

19325 — Lloyd  Carpenter  Griscom,  b.  11/4/1872. 

Married,  11/2/1901: 

Elizabeth  Duer  Bronson,  b.  4/13/1876,  d.  11/16/1914. 

19326 — Frances  Canby  Griscom,  b.  4/19/1879. 
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1933 — Helen  Biddle,  daughter  of  William  C.  and  Rachel  (Miller) 
Biddle,  born  3/25/1844,  died  3/28/18 77;  married,  9/17/1866,  George 
B.  Thomas,  born  7/5/1836,  died  11/11/1920. 

Children : 

19331 — Frances  Canby  Thomas,  b.  7/2/1867. 

19332— Isaac  Biddle  Thomas,  b.  6/26/1872,  d.  9/1/1920. 

Married,  12/17/1907: 

Elizabeth  Minerva  Utley,  b.  10/18/1880. 

19333 — Rachel  Miller  Thomas,  b.  4/21/1875. 

Married,  9/23/1897: 

John  Wood  Logan,  b.  12/28/1872. 


1934 — Mary  Biddle,  daughter  of  William  C  and  Rachel  (Miller) 
Biddle,  born  12/17/^849,  died  1/16/1897 ;  married,  1/28/1869,  Howard 
Wood,  born  2/8/1864,  died  7/1/1911. 


Mary  Biddle  Wood  lived  a  short  but  busy  and  useful  life.  Married 
at  19  years  of  age  she  went  with  her  husband  to  live  at  Conshohocken, 
Pa.  They  had  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  seven  of  whom  are  still 
living  (1924).  She  had  a  most  charming  personality;  and  was  an  ideal 
mother,  loving,  thoughtful,  intelligent  and  wise ;  an  intellectual  com¬ 
panion  and  stimulus  to  her  children.  Kindliness  and  commonsense, 
vivacity  and  originality  were  her  strong  characteristics.  Although  she 
left  school  at  16,  she  continued  her  education  by  travelling,  observing 
well  what  she  saw  and,  later*  by  reading  history  and  other  substantial 
and  instructive  books.  She  read  French  and  German  easily,  reading 
many  classical  works  in  these  languages.  In  fact,  she  was  known  as 
a  woman  of  culture  with  a  keen,  even  a  brilliant  mind. 

It  is  recorded  of  her  that  she  was  such  a  careful  housekeeper  that 
when  sudden  illness  seized  her,  she  could  give  clear  directions  where 
everything  wanted  could  be  found  in  her  closets  and  drawers.  No  small 
testimonial  to  the  character  of  a  woman  with  so  many  children  and 
things  to  look  after. 

When  a  young  girl  she  taught  a  class  of  poor  children  how  to  sew. 
She  was  much  beloved  by  these  children  who  kissed  her  good-bye,  to  the 
scandalized  disapproval  of  some  of  her  relatives.  When  the  danger  of 
indiscriminate  kissing  was  pointed  out  to  her  she  placidly  answered: 

89 


“They  are  so  fond  of  me,  I  couldn't  hurt  their  feelings.  It  all  washes 
off” 

She  and  her  husband  were  congenial  companions,  and  he  was  a 
loyal  supporter  of  her  many  charitable  enterprises.  She  served  on 
various  committees  of  Philadelphia  Charities,  Female  Sewing  Society, 
of  15th  and  Race  streets,  and  Philadelphia  Civic  Club.  She  was  a 
Colonial  Dame,  a  Daughter  of  the  American  Revolution  and  a  member 
of  the  New  Century  and  Acorn  Clubs.  A  few  years  before  her  death 
she  founded  a  fresh  air  home  in  the  country  for  poor  city  children  and 
their  mothers,  where  they  could  go  for  a  vacation  for  at  least  two  weeks. 
With  a  capital  of  only  $100  she  launched  this  enterprise,  trusting  in  the 
Lord  to  provide  the  rest  of  the  necessary  funds.  This  retreat  was  called 
The  Pines,  and  it  is  still  flourishing,  having  benefitted  hundreds  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  their  weary  mothers.  For  two  summers  Mrs.  Wood  rented  a 
little  house  in  the  country  where  tired  shop  girls  could  rest.  When 
she  died  a  neighbor  wrote  to  her  daughter :  “The  poor  of  Conshohocken 
have  lost  the  best  friend  they  ever  had.”  She  was  a  real  Christian  and 
a  real  Quaker,  which  means  a  friend  to  everyone  high  and  low.  Her 
children  can  in  truth  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.  Like  King  David, 
by  the  Will  of  God  she  “Served  her  day  and  generation.” 

H.  W.  MacL.  (19342) 

Children : 

19341 — Biddle  Wood,  b.  12/22/1869. 

19342— Helen  Biddle  Wood,  b.  12/22/1872. 

Married,  10/20/1906: 

Frank  Norman  MacLeod,  b.  6/4/1866. 

19343 — Alan  Wood,  3d.,  b.  3/1/1874. 

Married,  10/20/1910: 

Elizabeth  Fitzsimmons  Read,  b.  12/20/1800. 

19344— Howard  Wood,  b.  9/20/1876. 

Married,  11/7/1914: 

Phoebe  Ingersoll  Wilmer,  b.  6/29/1889. 

19345— Clement  Biddle  Wood,  7/13/1878. 

Married,  8/9/1924: 

Emily  Winsor  Philler,  b.  8/25/1886. 

19346— Owen  Biddle  Wood,  b.  3/4/1880,  d.  2/26/1882. 

19347— Rachel  Biddle  Wood,  b.  1/29/1882. 

Married,  4/12/1909: 

William  Bond  Read,  b.  4/2/1877. 

19348—  Marion  Biddle  Wood,  b.  8/ 13/1884. 

1 9349 — Dorothy  Wood,  b.  1/24/1887,  d.  4/9/1887. 
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MARY  BIDDLE  WOOD  (1934) 


1935 — Hannah  Nicholson  Biddle,  daughter  of  William  C.  and 
Rachel  (Miller)  Biddle,  born  4/18/1855;  married,  10/18/1877,  Charles 
Williams,  born  11/22/1851,  died  11/10/1910. 

Children : 

19351 — William  Biddle  Williams,  b.  10/7/1878,  d.  2/8/1908. 

19352 — Frances  Biddle  Williams,  b.  2/17/1884. 

Married,  4/30/1910: 

Randal  Morgan,  b.  10/18/1853 ;  d.  3/20/1926. 

19353 — Eleanor  Poultney  Biddle  Williams,  b.  1/23/1888. 

Married,  7/29/1909: 

Lawrence  H.  Wilbur,  b.  1/29/1886. 

19354 — Charlotte  Biddle  Williams,  b.  12/12/1892. 

Married,  1/15/1916: 

Herbert  L.  Fenner,  b.  2/14/1891,  d.  6/16/1921. 

Married,  second,  12/4/1923. 

Almet  Francis  Jenks,  Jr.,  b.  4/18/1892. 


1951 — William  Walton  Biddle,  son  of  Clement  and  Susan  (Wal¬ 
ton)  Biddle,  born  7/14/1842,  died  3/19/1900;  married,  4/22/1874, 
Mary  Betts  Taggart,  born  5/11/1846,  died  2/16/1917. 

Children : 

19511 — Edward  Taggart  Biddle,  b.  4/9/1875. 

Married,  11/18/1902: 

M.  Anna  Mcllvain  Miller,  b.  2/22/1871. 

19512— William  Canby  Biddle,  b.  9/11/1877. 

Married,  1/15/1921: 

Margaret  Bullard,  b.  5/25/1884. 

19513— Ferris  Biddle,  b.  7/31/1879,  d.  5/7/1880. 

19514 — Howard  Biddle,  b.  2/9/1882. 

Married,  first,  10/16/1906: 

Gertrude  Evelyn  Meade  (Divorced  6/16/1912). 

Married,  second,  4/19/1913. 

Myra  Herbert  Rastall,  b.  12/20/1887,  d.  10/12/1918. 
Married,  third,  12/20/1924: 

Ethel  Fay  Worthington,  b.  12/31/1889. 
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1953 _ Francis  Cadwallader  Biddle,  son  of  Clement  and  Susan 

(Cadwallader).  Biddle,  born  9/16/1851,  died  6/16/1900;  married, 
10/22/1873,  Sarah  Pennock,  born  2/3/1849. 

Children : 

19531 — Lydia  Pennock  Biddle,  b.  9/16/1874. 

Married,  10/21/1897 : 

Austin  Crenshaw  Leeds,  b.  1/21/1872. 

19532 — Mary  Canby  Biddle,  b.  9/1/1890. 

Married,  6/2/1917 : 

Arthur  Kirkbride  Hulme,  b.  5/20/1891. 


1954 — Anne:  Biddle:,  daughter  of  Clement  and  Susan  (Cadwall¬ 
ader)  Biddle,  born  3/2/185 7;  married,  5/6/1885,  Edmund  Stirling, 
born  9/13/1861. 

Child : 

19541 — Clement  Biddle  Stirling,  b.  3/5/1889,  d.  4/8/1889. 
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FIFTH  GENERATION 


12413 — James  Biddle  Haesey,  son  of  Elizabeth  Hannah  Biddle 
and  Rev.  William  Frederick  Halsey,  born  8/22/1865 ;  married, 
5/12/1892,  Elizabeth  Yarnall,  born  12/4/1860. 

Children : 

124131— Frederick  Biddle  Halsey,  b.  2/27/1893. 

124132— Elizabeth  Halsey,  b.  11/17/1894. 

124133 — Millicent  Halsey,  b.  10/16/1896. 

Married,  6/25/1925 : 

Clarence  Prentice  May,  b.  11/12/1885. 

1241 34 — Francis  Yarnall  Halsey,  b.  7/3/1902. 


12521 — Joseph  Rhoads,  son  of  Jonathan  E.  and  Rebecca  (Garrett) 
Rhoads,  born  4/3/1857 ;  married,  7/5/1882,  Harriet  E.  Masters,  born 
2/7/1858. 

Child : 

125211— J.  Edgar  Rhoads,  b.  9/11/1883. 

Married,  9/28/1909: 

Edith  Chambers,  b.  10/27/1886. 


12523 — George  A.  Rhoads,  son  of  Jonathan  E.  and  Rebecca  (Gar¬ 
rett)  Rhoads,  born  8/6/1860;  married,  6/19/1890,  Frances  C.  L. 
Tatum,  daughter  of  John  R.  Tatum;  born  9/18/1861. 

Children : 

125231 — Thomas  Garrett  Rhoads,  b.  4/15/1891,  d.  5/20/1891. 
125232 — Elizabeth  Tatum  Rhoads,  b.  6/24/1892. 

125233 — Rebecca  Garrett  Rhoads,  b.  3/12/1895. 

1252 34 — Eleanor  Rhoads,  b.  11/25/1897. 

125235 — Lucy  Richardson  Rhoads,  b.  11/2/1901. 

125236 — Marion  Rhoads,  b.  7/4/1903. 

125237 — John  Tatum  Rhoads,  b.  7/5/1907,  d.  7/30/1907. 
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12524 — Dr.  Edward  G.  Rhoads,  son  of  Jonathan  E.  and  Rebecca 
(Garrett)  Rhoads,  born  2/18/1863,  died  1/24/1926;  married, 
11/16/1892,  Margaret  Ely  Paxson,  born  12/21/1863. 

Children : 

125241— Ruth  Ely  Rhoads,  b.  7/6/1894. 

125242— Esther  Biddle  Rhoads,  b.  11/26/1896. 

125243— Edward  G.  Rhoads,  Jr.,  b.  10/11/1898,  d.  3/7/1899. 
125244— Caroline  Paxson  Rhoads,  b.  2/18/1900. 

125245 — Jonathan  E.  Rhoads,  b.  5/9/190 7. 


12525 — John  Biddle;  Rhoads,  son  of  Jonathan  E.  and  Rebecca 
(Garrett)  Rhoads,  born  7/19/1865,  died  9/20/1911;  married, 
5/24/1894,  Alice  Carter  Evans,  born  7/24/1872. 

Children : 

125251 — Mary  Harlan  Rhoads,  b.  3/10/1898. 

125252 — Charles  Edward  Rhoads,  b.  11/7/1903. 

125253 — George  Ashbridge  Rhoads,  Jr.,  b.  8/10/1907. 

125254 — Hannah  Carter  Rhoads,  b.  11/6/1911. 


12527 — William  Evans  Rhoads,  son  of  Jonathan  E.  and  Rebecca 
(Garrett)  Rhoads,  born  1/31/1870;  married,  9/21/1899,  Ruth  Evans, 
born  8/23/1877,  died  4/10/1915.  He  married,  second,  1/31/1917, 
Grace  Evans,  born  1/3/1874. 

Children : 

125271 — Grace  Evans  Rhoads,  Jr.,  b.  7/3/1900. 

125272— Philip  Garrett  Rhoads,  b.  4/20/1902. 

125273— Elizabeth  Rhoads,  b.  12/10/1903. 

125274— James  Elliott  Rhoads,  b.  4/15/1905,  d.  6/27/1905. 

125275 — Thomas  Garrett  Rhoads,  b.  12/4/1907. 

125276 — Richard  Harlan  Rhoads,  b.  10/6/1909. 

125277 — Katharine  Biddle  Rhoads,  b.  9/22/1912. 
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12528 — Elizabeth  Rhoads,  daughter  of  Jonathan  E.  and  Rebecca 
(Garrett)  Rhoads,  born  2/14/1872;  married,  7/2/1896,  Robert  R. 
Tatnall,  born  2/4/1870. 

Children : 

125281— Mary  Wister  Tatnall,  b.  4/7/1897. 

Married,  6/19/1920: 

Roger  Pennock,  b.  9/18/1895. 

125282— Edward  Tatnall,  b.  1/6/1899,  d.  5/25/1914. 

125283 — Frances  Rhoads  Tatnall,  b.  5/6/1903. 

125284 — Charles  Rhoads  Tatnall,  b.  7/31/1904. 

125285 — Joseph  Richardson  Tatnall,  b.  3/28/1908,  d.  5/10/1910. 


12542 — Alfred  Cope  Garrett,  son  of  Philip  C.  and  Elizabeth 
(Cope)  Garrett,  born  11/3/1867;  married,  6/18/1896,  Eleanor  Evans, 
born  1/2/1873. 

Children : 

125421 — Eleanor  Wister  Garrett,  b.  8/27/1898. 

Married,  10/11/1919: 

Edward  Rice,  Jr.,  b.  10/23/1893. 

125422 — Thomas  Cresson  Garrett,  b.  10/16/1903. 

125423 — Philip  Cresson  Garrett,  b.  10/16/1903. 

125424 — Alfred  Cope  Garrett,  Jr.,  b.  10/26/1908,  d.  2/5/1909. 


12551 — Mary  Rhoads  Garrett,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Hannah 
Rhoads  (Haines)  Garrett,  born  12/13/1867;  married,  10/18/1900, 
Henry  Stokes  Williams,  born  1/28/1853;  died  11/1/1924. 

Children : 

125511 — Elizabeth  Garrett  Williams,  b.  8/22/1901,  d.  6/23/1908. 
125512— Margaret  Rhoads  Williams,  b.  7/21/1903. 

125513 — Frances  Garrett  Williams,  b.  2/3/1905. 

1255 Id — Mary  Garrett  Williams,  b.  1/11/1910. 
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12552— Francks  Biddle  Garrett,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Hannah 
Rhoads  (Haines)  Garrett,  born  3//11/1872;  married  10/3/1894, 
Thomas  Franklin  Branson,  born  7/10/1869. 

Children : 

125521— Mary  Garrett  Branson,  b.  1/25/1896. 

125522 — Frances  Garrett  Branson,  b.  2/27/1898. 

Married,  6/8/1918: 

Daniel  Schneck  Keller,  b.  8/15/1894,  d.  9/28/1918. 

125523 — Thomas  Franklin  Branson,  Jr.,  b.  11/16/1901,  d. 
2/25/1921. 

125524 — John  Biddle  Garrett  Branson,  b.  11/13/1906. 


12651— William  Biddle,  son  of  John  W.  and  Mary  (Hewes) 
Biddle,  born  5/28/1863;  married,  10/8/1885,  Caroline  C.  Scattergood, 
of  West  Chester,  born  8/19/1862. 

Child : 

126511— John  W.  Biddle,  Jr.,  b.  10/5/1887,  d.  4/18/1905. 


12652 — James  G.  Biddle,  son  of  John  W.  and  Mary  (Hewes) 
Biddle,  born  10/13/1868;  married,  10/11/1894,  Mary  Hutton,  born 
9/11/1869,  died  10/17/1925. 

Children : 

126521 — Elizabeth  R.  Biddle,  b.  3/22/189 7. 

Married,  9/22/1923: 

D.  Robert  Yarnall,  b.  6/20/1878. 

126522 — Mary  Hewes  Biddle,  b.  8/10/1898. 

Married,  3/27/1924: 

John  Stephens  Sinclair,  b.  4/6/1897. 

126523— Dorothy  Biddle,  b.  1/25/1900. 

126524 — Rebecca  Hutton  Biddle,  b.  6/8/1901. 

126525 — Addison  Hutton  Biddle,  b.  12/11/1903,  d.  3/3/1912. 
126526— Ruth  Biddle,  b.  11/6/1906. 
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12671 — Elizabeth  S.  Biddle,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Katherine 
(Harned)  Biddle,  born  6/25/18 66;  married,  11/5/1890,  Samuel  R. 
Carter,  born  7/2/1863. 

Child : 

126711 — Katherine  Biddle  Carter,  b.  9/20/1896. 


12911  Marie  Louise  BiddlE-Cope,  daughter  of  James  and  Marie 
Louise  (Saunders)  Biddle-Cope,  born  7/24/1875 ;  married,  12/12/1897, 
Edward  Douglas  Smith,  born  5/16/1870. 

Children : 

129111 — Aubrey  Douglas  Smith,  b.  7/11/1890. 

129112 — Eric  Douglas  Smith,  b.  8/7/1902. 


12912  Frances  Margaret  Biddle-Cope,  daughter  of  James  and 
Marie  Louise  (Saunders)  Biddle-Cope,  born  9/29/18 77;  married,  Baron 
Alberto  Calenda  di  Tavani,  born  11/11/1865. 

Children : 

129121— Irene  Louise  Enrichetta  Calenda  di  Tavani,  b.  5/19/1903. 

129122— Gladys  Margaret  Nora  Calenda  di  Tavani,  b.  9/3/1905  d. 
10/4/1912. 


12914— John  Stephen  Biddle-Cope,  son  of  James  and  Marie 
Louise  (Saunders)  Biddle-Cope,  born - /1881 ;  married, - ,  Eliza¬ 

beth  Moore,  grand-daughter  of  Sir  Emanuel  Moore,  of  Cork. 

At  a  very  early  age  John  Stephen  Biddle-Cope  took  a  great  interest 
in  navigation  and  all  things  relating  to  the  sea.  He  entered  Eastman’s 
Laval  Academy  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  When  twelve  years  old  he 
passed  all  the  examinations  for  the  Naval  Training  Ship  “Britannia,” 
but  when  his  sight  was  tested  one  eye  was  found  defective,  caused  by  a 
severe  attack  of  measles,  and  he  was  disqualified.  He  was  then  sent 
to  Sir  Edmund  Currie’s  celebrated  school  for  boys  to  prepare  for 
Oxford,  but  when  he  came  to  matriculate,  he  begged  his  father  to  allow 
him  to  take  up  the  study  of  civil  engineering.  He  had  a  practical  mind 
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and  had  excelled  in  athletics.  His  father  refused  his  request,  where¬ 
upon  John  Stephen  started  for  British  Columbia  with  very  little  in  his 
pocket.  He  worked  for  a  time  on  a  farm,  and  with  strict  economy,  put 
himself  through  the  Marine  School  at  Vancouver.  He  was  for  several 
years  captain  of  boats  on  the  Gulf  of  Georgia  and  gained  the  reputation 
of  being  a  skilled  navigator. 

When  the  Boer  War  broke  out  he  joined  the  Canadian  Rifles,  but 
upon  reaching  Africa,  being  a  fearless  horseman,  he  joined  Baden 
Powell’s  mounted  troopers  and  remained  with  him  until  the  end  of  the 
war.  When  the  World  War  broke  out  he  joined  the  Canadian  Navy, 
and  for  many  months  his  ship  was  engaged  in  watching  for  submarines 
off  the  east  coast  of  Canada.  Later  he  was  appointed  first  officer  on  a 
large  ship  sent  out  to  collect  supplies  for  the  Allies.  The  ship  went 
round  the  world  and  reached  Marseilles  just  as  the  Armistice  was 
signed.  On  their  arrival  officers  and  crew  were  ill  with  ptomaine  poison 
from  bad  meat,  and  John  Stephen  nearly  died.  He  finally  reached  his 
home  in  Vancouver  with  his  health  wrecked  and  with  his  sight  threat¬ 
ened.  Six  months  later  he  received  a  good  post  on  the  steamship 
“Empress  of  Asia,”  plying  between  Vancouver  and  China.  The  great 
strain  of  bridge  duty  at  night  began  to  tell,  however,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  he  was  in  hospital  threatened  with  blindness.  Still  in  his 
prime,  with  the  loss  of  one  eye  and  dim  sight  in  the  other,  he  is  bravely 
clearing  land  he  had  bought  and  starting  a  small  farm. 

A.  C.  G.  (12542) 

Children : 

129141— Gladys  Elizabeth  Biddle-Cope,  b.  9/11/1906. 

129142 — Alfred  James  Biddle-Cope,  b.  12/8/1907. 

129143 — Beatrice  May  Biddle-Cope,  b.  5/2/1909. 

129144 — Arthur  Thomas  Moore  Biddle-Cope,  b.  3/10/1911. 


12.10.11 — Edward  Biddle:  Clay,  son  of  Esther  Foster  (Biddle)  and 
Edward  C.  Clay,  born  6/12/1886;  married,  10/31/1924,  Katherine 
Gossler,  born  6/2/1900. 

Child : 

12.10.111- — Edward  Biddle  Clay,  Jr.,  b.  8/16/1925. 
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19211 — Anna  Biddle,  daughter  of  Charles  M.  and  Hannah 
(Mcllvain)  Biddle,  born  11/24/1869,  died  1/6/1926;  married, 
11/23/1893,  Joshua  Woolston  Atlee,  born  2/1/186 7. 

Children : 

192111— Clara  Atlee,  b.  3/19/1896. 

192112— Charles  Biddle  Atlee,  b.  7/27/1898. 

Married  1/30/1925: 

Annabel  Davis,  b.  1/30/1898. 


19215 — Charles  Miller  Biddle,  Jr.,  son  of  Charles  M.  and 
Hannah  (Mcllvain)  Biddle,  born  8/14/1878;  married,  10/17/1904, 
Anna  Haines  Lippincott,  born  12/27/1879. 

Children : 

192151 — Anna  Lippincott  Biddle,  b.  9/18/1908. 

192152— Charles  Miller  Biddle,  b.  3/9/1911. 

192153 — Samuel  Lippincott  Biddle,  b.  12/8/1915. 


19216 — Robert  Biddle,  2d,  son  of  Charles  M.  and  Hannah 
(Mcllvain)  Biddle,  born  2/19/1880,  died  10/12/1918;  married, 
11/19/1908,  Marian  Scull,  born  7/24/1877. 

Robert  Biddle,  2d,  possessed  an  unusually  strong  personality, 
unlimited  energy  and  perseverance,  a  keen  sense  of  humor,  a  sunny  dis¬ 
position,  and  by  his  friends  was  known  as  “the  man  with  a  smile.”  A 
co-worker  said  of  him:  “His  clearness  of  vision,  vigor  in  action,  fear¬ 
lessness  of  mind,  courtesy  of  bearing,  optimism  of  spirit,  made  him  a 
master  of  men.”  “The  shortest  life  is  longest  if  ’tis  best.”  Measured 
in  accomplishment  and  influence  his  life  was  long  and  full.  He  was 
stricken  by  the  terrible  scourge  of  influenza  that  ravished  the  country 
at  the  close  of  the  World  War  in  1918. 

H.  Mcl.  B.  (19214) 

Children : 

192161— Marian  Scull  Biddle,  b.  11/23/1909. 

192162 — Robert  Biddle,  3d,  b.  2/2/1912. 

192163— Richard  Scull  Biddle,  b.  12/26/1913. 

192164— Laura  Biddle,  b.  5/7/1918. 
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ROBERT  BIDDLE,  2D  (19216) 


19222 — Mary  Biddle,  daughter  of  Henry  Canby  and  Anna  Mary 
(Mcllvain)  Biddle,  born  3/19/1879;  married,  3/31/1902,  Nathan 
Myers  Fitler,  born  11/2/1878. 

Children : 

192221 — Nathan  Myers  Fitler,  Jr.,  b.  6/26/1903. 

Married,  6/5/1924: 

Elsie  Reeves  MacEwan,  b.  5/24/1903. 

192222 — Henry  Biddle  Fitler,  b.  6/3/1905. 

192223— Ralston  Biddle  Fitler,  b.  5/26/1909. 

192224— Faith  Fitler,  b.  12/15/1911. 


19223 — Henry  Canby  Biddle,  Jr.,  son  of  Henry  C.  and  Anna 
Mary  (Mcllvain)  Biddle,  born  4/11/1880;  married,  4/21/1908,  Marga¬ 
ret  Seton  Fleming,  born  10/26/1887. 

Children : 

192231 — Margaret  Seton  Biddle,  b.  4/11/1909,  d.  12/9/1918. 
192232 — Henry  Canby  Biddle,  3d,  b.  9/18/1911. 

192233 — Frederic  Fleming  Biddle,  b.  8/1/1915,  d.  4/20/1916. 
192234 — Mary  Augusta  Biddle,  b.  11/5/1917. 


19224 — Lilian  Biddle,  daughter  of  Henry  C.  and  Arina  Mary 
(Mcllvain)  Biddle,  born  7/11/1881;  married,  1/5/1909,  Walter  Page, 
born  6/6/1875. 

Children : 

192241— Jean  Biddle  Page,  b.  10/6/1909. 

192242 — Barbara  Page,  b.  3/1/1912. 

192243— Walter  Biddle  Page,  b.  10/30/1917. 


19231 — Edna  Helen  Frishmuth,  daughter  of  John  C.  W.  and 
Hannah  M.  (Biddle)  Frishmuth,  born  8/16/1883;  married,  4/14/1904, 
Clarence  Cecil  Fitler,  born  8/27/1882,  d.  12/12/1925. 

Children : 

192311 — John  Frishmuth  Fitler,  b.  4/25/1906,  d.  9/26/1906. 
192312— Margaret  Heiskil  Fitler,  b.  10/30/1907. 

192313 — Edna  Hope  Fitler,  b.  1/23/1911,  d.  3/8/1911. 
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19232 — John  Coffin  Whitney  Frishmuth,  Jr.,  son  of  John  C. 
W.  and  Hannah  (Biddle)  Frishmuth,  born  12/25/1884;  married, 
5/30/1908,  May  Butler  Oberteuffer,  born  7/15/1888. 

Children : 

192321 — John  Coffin  Whitney  Frishmuth,  3d,  b.  9/30/1909. 

192322 — Ann  Whitney  Frishmuth,  b.  12/17/1917. 


19233 — Robert  Biddee  Frishmuth,  son  of  John  C.  W.  and 
Hannah  (Biddle)  Frishmuth,  born  12/23/1899,  died  8/31/1923; 
married,  12/11/1912,  Theodora  Townsend,  born  10/10/1894. 

Children : 

192331 — -Robert  Biddle  Frishmuth,  Jr.,  b.  3/12/1914. 

192332 — Theodora  Patricia  Frishmuth,  b.  12/12/1919. 


19234 — Clarice  Frishmuth,  daughter  of  John  C.  W.  and  Hannah 
(Biddle)  Frishmuth,  born  5/12/1891;  married,  11/16/1916,  Percy 
Allen  Ransome,  born  10/21/1888. 

Children : 

192341—  John  Dawson  Ransome,  b.  11/16/1920. 

192342 — Percy  Allen  Ransome,  b.  9/18/1923. 


19311 — Lucy  Biddle,  daughter  of  Clement  M.  and  Lydia  (Cooper) 
Biddle,  born  9/26/1861 ;  married,  9/25/1884,  J.  Reece  Lewis,  born 
4/14/1856,  died  10/8/1898. 

Children : 

193111 — Lydia  Cooper  Lewis,  b.  7/20/1885. 

Married,  3/17/1918: 

John  Rickman,  b.  4/10/1891. 

193112— Clement  Biddle  Lewis,  b.  6/27/1888. 

Married,  11/2/1912: 

Barbara  Lou  Stover,  b.  11/24/1890. 
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19313 — Robert  Biddle,  son  of  Clement  M.  and  Lydia  (Cooper) 
Biddle,  born  5/31/1867;  married,  10/3/1889,  Helen  Clayton  Conard, 
born  11/4/1865. 

Children : 

193131 — Mary  Conard  Biddle,  b.  10/31/1890. 

Married,  6/6/1921 : 

Harold  Jardine  Fink,  b.  8/5/1891. 

193132 — Helen  Roberta  Biddle,  b.  7/ 25/1896. 

Married,  9/23/1922: 

William  Grier  Porter,  b.  12/12/1892. 


19314 — Caroline  Cooper  Biddle,  daughter  of  Clement  M.  and 
Lydia  (Cooper)  Biddle,  born  3/13/1871 ;  married,  5/22/1894,  J. 
Lawrence  Lippincott,  born  7/ 20/1866. 

Children : 

193141 — Lucy  Lippincott,  b.  12/21/1896. 

Married,  4/28/1923. 

Charles  Singleton  Mears,  b.  6/2/189 7. 

193142 — Clement  Biddle  Lippincott,  b.  2/16/1899,  d.  7/10/1900. 
193143 — Caroline  Biddle  Lippincott,  Jr.,  b.  11/19/1906. 


19316 — Clement  M.  Biddle,  son  of  Clement  M.  and  Lydia 
(Cooper)  Biddle,  born  8/22/1876;  married,  11/28/1900,  Grace  Anna 
Brosius,  born  4/18/1877. 

Children : 

193161 — Elizabeth  Brosius  Biddle,  b.  8/14/1903. 

193162— Caroline  Cooper  Biddle,  b.  2/1/1906. 

193163— Clement  M.  Biddle,  Jr.,  b.  5/8/1909. 

193164 — Grace  Anna  Biddle,  b.  9/27/1912. 


19322 — Helen  Biddle  Griscom,  daughter  of  Clement  A.  and 
Frances  Canby  (Biddle)  Griscom,  born  10/9/1866;  married, 
6/20/1889,  Samuel  Bettle,  born  10/15/1864. 

Child : 

193221 — Griscom  Bettle,  b.  2/19/1890. 

Married,  10/2/1915: 

Dorothy  Ball,  b.  3/7/1889. 
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19323 — Clement  Acton  Griscom,  son  of  Clement  A.  and  Frances 
Canby  (Biddle)  Griscom,  born  6/20/1868,  died  12/31/1919;  married, 
9/18/1889,  Genevieve  Sprigg  Ludlow,  born  7/27/1868. 

Children : 

193231 — Ludlow  Griscom,  b.  6/17/1890. 

193232 — Acton  Griscom,  b.  8/13/1891. 

193233 — Joyce  Olive  Griscom,  b.  2/27/1893,  d.  12/2/1897. 


19324 — Rodman  Ellison  Griscom,  son  of  Clement  A.  and 
Frances  Canby  (Biddle)  Griscom,  born  10/21/1870;  married. 
2/17/1897,  Anne  Starr,  born  6/25/1870,  died  6/14/1919. 

Children : 

193241 — Clement  Acton  Griscom,  b.  3/13/1899. 

Married,  8/11/1923: 

Olga  Lihme,  4/5/1902. 

193242 — Mary  Starr  Griscom,  b.  6/24/1901. 

193243 — Rodman  Ellison  Griscom,  b.  12/17/1904. 


19325 — Lloyd  Carpenter  Griscom,  son  of  Clement  A.  and  Frances 
Canby  (Biddle)  Griscom,  born  11/4/1872;  married  11/2/1901,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Duer  Bronson,  born  4/13/1876,  died  11/16/1914. 

Children : 

193251 — Bronson  Winthrop  Griscom,  b.  6/2/190 7. 

193252 — Lloyd  Preston  Griscom,  b.  2/5/1914. 


19332 — Isaac  Biddle  Thomas,  son  of  George  B.  and  Helen 
(Biddle)  Thomas,  born  6/26/1872,  died  9/1/1920;  married, 
12/17/1907,  Elizabeth  Minerva  Utley,  born  10/18/1880. 

Children : 

193321— Elizabeth  Utley  Thomas,  b.  10/1/1910. 

193322 — Edward  Utley  Thomas,  b.  2/3/1912. 
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19333 — Rachel  Miller  Thomas,  daughter  of  George  B.  and 
Helen  (Biddle)  Thomas,  born  4/21/1875;  married,  9/23/189 7,  John 
Wood  Logan,  born  12/28/1872. 

Children : 

193331 — John  Wood  Logan,  Jr.,  b.  9/8/1898. 

193332 — Helen  Biddle  Logan,  b.  12/24/1900. 

Married,  6/20/1925: 

Harry  William  Need,  b.  6/26/1894. 

193333 — George  Thomas  Logan,  b.  2/23/1908. 


19342 — Helen  Biddle  Wood,  daughter  of  Howard  and  Mary 
(Biddle)  Wood,  born  12/22/1872 ;  married,  10/20/1906,  Frank  Nor¬ 
man  MacLeod,  born  6/4/1866. 

Child : 

193421 — Helen  Wood  MacLeod,  b.  8/20/1909. 


19343 — Alan  Wood,  son  of  Howard  and  Mary  (Biddle)  Wood, 
born  3/1/1874;  married,  10/20/1910,  Elizabeth  Fitzsimmons  Read, 
born  12/20/1880. 

Children : 

193431 — Alan  Wood,  b.  4/24/1912,  d.  3/16/1913. 

193432 — Harleston  Read  Wood,  b.  10/18/1913. 

193433 — Elizabeth  Stoney  Wood,  b.  5/27/1915,  d.  5/20/1917. 
19343d — Catharine  Vaux  Wood,  b.  1/18/1917. 


19344 — Howard  Wood,  Jr.,  son  of  Howard  and  Mary  (Biddle) 
Wood,  born  9/20/1876;  married,  11/7/1914,  Phoebe  Ingersoll  Wilmer, 
born  6/29/1889. 

Children : 

193441 — Alice  Grey  Wood,  b.  10/12/1915. 

193442 — Howard  Wood,  b.  9/10/1916. 

193443 — Harry  Wilmer  Wood,  b.  1/8/1919. 

193444 — Phoebe  Wood,  b.  3/13/1923. 


106 


19345 — Clement  Biddle  Wood,  son  of  Mary  (Biddle)  and  Howard 
Wood,  born  7/13/1878;  married,  8/9/1924,  Emily  Winsor  Philler,  born 
8/25/1886. 

Child : 

193451 — Clement  Biddle  Wood,  Jr.,  b.  9/3/1925. 


19347 — Rachel  Biddle  Wood,  daughter  of  Howard  and  Mary 
(Biddle)  Wood,  born  1/29/1882;  married,  4/12/1909,  William  Bond 
Read,  born  4/2/1877. 


Children : 

193471 — Mary  Biddle  Read,  b.  2/21/1910. 

193472— William  Bond  Read,  Jr.,  b.  5/12/1911,  d.  12/19/1913. 
193473 — Anne  Stoney  Read,  b.  3/9/1914. 

193474 — Howard  Wood  Read,  b.  2/4/1916. 

193475 — Rachel  Wood  Read,  b.  11/16/1917. 

193476 — Benjamin  Huger  Read,  b.  9/14/1925. 


19353 — Eleanor  Poultney  Biddle  Williams,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Hannah  N.  (Biddle)  Williams,  born  1/23/188 8;  married, 
7/29/1909,  Lawrence  H.  Wilbur,  born  1/29/1886. 

Child : 

193531— Eleanor  Biddle  Williams  Wilbur,  9/6/1910. 


19354 — Charlotte  Biddle  Williams,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Hannah  N.  (Biddle)  Williams,  born  12/12/1892;  married,  1/15/1916, 
Herbert  L.  Fenner,  born  2/14/1891,  died  6/16/1 92 1 ;  married,  second, 
12/4/1923,  Almet  Francis  Jenks,  Jr.,  born  4/18/1892. 

Child : 

193541 — Anne  Williams  Fenner,  b.  4/13/1918. 
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19511 — Edward  Taggart  Biddle,  son  of  William  W.  and  Mary 
(Taggart)  Biddle,  born  4/9/1875;  married,  11/18/1902,  M.  Ann'a 
Mcllvain  Miller,  born  2/22/1871. 

Children : 

195111 — George  Deblee  Biddle,  b.  8/3/1905. 

195112 — Mary  Taggart  Biddle,  b.  7/1/1907. 

195113— John  Miller  Biddle,  b.  12/15/1909. 


19512 — William  Canby  Biddle,  son  of  William  W.  and  Mary 
(Taggart)  Biddle,  born  9/11/1877;  married,  1/15/1 921 ,  Margaret 
Bullard,  born  5/25/1884. 

Child : 

195121 — Charles  Canby  Biddle,  b.  10/7/1921,  d.  10/13/1921. 


19514 — Howard  Biddle,  son  of  William  W.  and  Mary  (Taggart) 
Biddle,  born  2/9/1882;  married,  first,  10/16/1906,  Gertrude  E.  Meade, 
from  whom  he  was  divorced  6/16/1912 ;  he  married,  second,  4/19/1913, 
Myra  Herbert  Rastall,  born  12/20/1887,  died  10/12/1918.  Married, 
third,  12/20/1924,  Ethel  Fay  Worthington,  born  12/31/1889. 

Child : 

195141— William  Walton  Biddle,  2d,  b.  5/7/1914. 


19531 — Lydia  Pen  nock  Biddle,  daughter  of  Francis  C.  and  Sarah 
(Pennock)  Biddle,  born  9/16/1874;  married,  10/21/1897,  Austin 
Crenshaw  Leeds,  born  1/21/1872. 

Child: 

195311 — Margaret  Biddle  Leeds,  b.  1/1/1902. 

Married,  2/14/1926: 

Edward  Garrett  Pennock,  b.  4/2/1902. 
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19532 — Mary  Canby  Biddle,  daughter  of  Francis  C.  and  Sarah 
(Pennock)  Biddle,  born  9/1/1890;  married,  6/2/1917,  Arthur  Kirk- 
bride  Hulme,  born  5/20/1891. 

Child : 

195321 — Dorothy  Kirkbride  Hulme,  b.  5/17/1918. 
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SIXTH  GENERATION 


124133 — Miixicent  Halsey,  daughter  of  James  Biddle  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (  Yarnall)  Halsey,  born  10/16/1896 ;  married,  6/25/1925,  Clarence 
Prentice  May,  born  11/12/1885. 

Child : 

1241331 — Millicent  May,  b.  4/10/1926. 


125211 — J.  Edgar  Rhoads,  son  of  Joseph  and  Harriet  (Masters) 
Rhoads,  born  9/11/1883;  married,  9/29/1919,  Edith  Chambers,  born 
10/27/1886. 

Children : 

1252111— Joseph  Rhoads,  Jr.,  b.  7/7/1910. 

1252112 — Anna  Chambers  Rhoads,  b.  7/7/1912. 

1252113 — John  Biddle  Rhoads,  b.  9/11/1913. 

1252114 — Ruth  Chambers  Rhoads,  b.  5/19/1916. 

1252115— Edith  Rhoads,  b.  10/7/1923. 

1252116 — Marguerite  Rhoads,  b.  9/6/1925. 


125281 — Mary  Wister  Tatnall,  daughter  of  Robert  R.  and 
Elizabeth  (Rhoads)  Tatnall,  born  4/7/1897 ;  married,  6/19/1920,  Roger 
Pennock,  born  9/18/1895. 

Children : 

1252811 — Edward  Tatnall  Pennock,  b.  12/10/1921. 

1252812 — Roger  Pennock,  Jr.,  b.  4/4/1923. 

1252813 — Elizabeth  Rhoads  Pennock,  b.  8/30/1924. 
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125421 — Eleanor  Wister  Garrett,  daughter  of  Alfred  Cope  and 
Elizabeth  (Cope)  Garrett,  born  8/27/1898;  married,  10/11/1919, 
Edward  Rice,  Jr.,  born  10/23/1893. 

Children : 

1254211 — Eleanor  Evans  Rice,  b.  8/16/1921. 

1254212 — Joan  Frances  Rice,  b.  4/25/1923. 

1254213 — Elizabeth  Cope  Rice,  b.  9/7/1924. 


125522 — Frances  Garrett  Branson,  daughter  of  Thomas  F.  and 
Frances  (Garrett)  Branson,  born  2/27/1898;  married,  6/8/1918,  Daniel 
Schneck  Keller,  born  8/15/1894,  died  9/28/1918. 

Child : 

1255221 — Frances  Daniel  Keller,  b.  4/3/1919. 


126521 — Elizabeth  R.  Biddle,  daughter  of  James  G.  and  Mary 
(Hutton)  Biddle,  born  3/22/189 7 ;  married  9/22/1923,  D.  Robert 
Yarnall,  born  6/20/1 878. 

Child : 

1265211— David  Robert  Yarnall,  Jr,  b.  2/11/1925. 


192221 — Nathan  Myers  Fitler,  Jr,  son  of  Nathan  Myers  and 
Mary  (Biddle)  Fitler,  born  6/26/190 3;  married,  6/5/1924,  Elsie 
Reeves  MacEwan,  born  5/24/1903. 

Child : 

1922211 — Caroline  Fennimore  Fitler,  b.  4/14/1925. 
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193111 — Lydia  Cooper  Lewis,  daughter  of  J.  Reece  and  Lucy 
(Biddle)  Lewis,  born  7/20/1885;  married,  3/17/1918,  John  Rickman, 
born  4/10/1891. 

Child : 

1931111 — Lucy  Rickman,  b.  7/28/1921. 


193112 — Clement  Biddle  Lewis,  son  of  J.  Reece  and  Lucy 
(Biddle)  Lewis,  born  6/27/1888;  married,  11/2/1912,  Barbara  Lou 
Stover,  born  11/24/1890. 

Children : 

1931121 — Barbara  Stover  Lewis,  b.  8/3 1/1913. 

1931122 — Eleanor  Stover  Lewis,  b.  8/31/1913. 

1931123 — J.  Reece  Lewis,  b.  5/29/1916. 

1931124 — Clement  Biddle  Lewis,  Jr.,  b.  6/6/1923. 


193131 — Mary  Conard  Biddle,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Helen 
Clayton  (Conard)  Biddle,  born  10/31/1890;  married,  6/6/1921,  Harold 
Jardine  Fink,  born  8/5/1891. 

Children : 

1931311— Mary  Biddle  Fink,  Jr.,  b.  2/23/1922. 

1931312 — Harold  Jardine  Fink,  Jr.,  b.  2/27/1926. 
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193132 — Helen  Roberta  Biddle,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Helen 
Clayton  (Conard)  Biddle,  born  7/ 25/1896;  married,  9/23/1922, 
William  Grier  Porter,  born  12/12/1892. 

Child : 

1931321- — Helen  Conard  Porter,  b.  3/22/1924. 


193221 — Griscom  BettlE,  son  of  Samuel  and  Helen  (Griscom) 
Bettle,  born  2/19/1890;  married,  10/2/1915,  Dorothy  Ball,  bom 
3/7/1889. 

Children : 

1932211 — Griscom  Bettle,  b.  9/28/1916. 

1932212 — Frances  Biddle  Bettle,  b.  1/4/1918. 

1932213 — Dorothy  Gill  Bettle,  b.  11/12/1919. 

1932214— Daniel  Offiey  Bettle,  b.  8/23/1921. 


193332 — Helen  Logan,  daughter  of  Rachel  Miller  (Thomas),  and 
John  Wood  Logan,  born  12/24/1900;  married,  6/20/1925,  Harry 
William  Need,  born  6/26/1894. 

Child : 

1933321— Harry  William  Need,  Jr.,  4/2/1926. 
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ADDITIONAL  RECORDS 
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INDEX 


Atlee,  Anna  (Biddle) . 

Atlee,  Annabel  (Davis)... 

Atlee.  Charles  Biddle . 

Atlee,  Clara . 

Atlee,  Joshua  Woolston. ... 

Baird,  Elizabeth  M.  (Bid¬ 
dle)  . . . 

Baird,  Matthew  . 

Ball,  Dorothy  (Bettle).... 

Bettle,  Daniel  Offley . 

Bettle,  Dorothy  (Ball).... 

Bettle,  Dorothy  Gill . 

Bettle,  Frances  Biddle . 

Bettle,  Griscom  . . . 

Bettle,  Griscom  . 

Bettle,  Helen  (Griscom)... 

Bettle,  Samuel  . 

Biddle,  Addison  Hutton... 

Biddle,  Adelaide  . 

Biddle,  Adelaide  M.  (Stark) 
Biddle,  Adelaide  (Steel)... 
Biddle,  Ann  P.  (Hopkins). 

Biddle,  Anna  . 

Biddle,  Anna  . 

Biddle,  Anna  (Atlee) . 

Biddle,  Anna  Haines  (Lip- 

pincott)  . 

Biddle,  Anna  Lippincott.  . . 
Biddle,  Anna  Mary  (Mcll- 

vain)  . 

Biddle,  Anna  (Miller) . 

Biddle,  Anne  . 

Biddle,  Anne  (Stirling)... 
Biddle,  Anne  (Tatum)  .... 

Biddle,  Annie  E . 

Biddle,  Canby  . 

Biddle,  Caroline  Cooper 

(Lippincott)  . 

Biddle,  Caroline  Cooper . . . 
Biddle,  Caroline  C.  (Scat- 

tergood)  . 

Biddle,  Charles  Canby . 

Biddle,  Charles  Miller . 

Biddle,  Charles  Miller . 

Biddle,  Charles  Miller,  Jr. 

Biddle,  Clement  . 

Biddle,  Clement  . 

Biddle,  Clement  Miller.... 
Biddle,  Clement  Miller. .  . . 
Biddle,  Clement  Miller,  Jr. 


Number 

19211 

192112 

192111 


1231 


1932214 

1932213 

1932212 

193221 

1932211 

19322 

126525 

1743 

1744 


172 

196 

19211 


192151 


196 

1954 

1.10 

1741 

1952 

19314 

193162 


195121 

1921 

192152 

19215 

19 

195 

1931 

19316 

193163 


Page 

84, 100 
100 
100 
100 
84,100 


51 

51 

104, 113 
113 
104, 113 
113 
113 
104, 113 
113 
88, 104 
88, 104 
97 
61 
61 
85 
46,  51 

48 

49 
84, 100 

84, 100 
100 

64,  85 
49,  61 
49 
69,  93 
45 
61 
69 

88, 104 
104 

78,  97 
108 
64,  82 
100 
84,100 
45,  48 
49,  67 
67,  86 
88, 104 
104 
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JBiddle,  Dorothy  . 

Biddle,  Edward  C . 

Biddle,  Edward  John . 

Biddle,  Edward  Taggart... 

Biddle,  Elizabeth  . 

Biddle,  Elizabeth  . . . .  ^ _ 

Biddle,  Elizabeth  Brosius.. 
Biddle,  Elizabeth  (Canby). 
Biddle,  Elizabeth  Canby 

(Ritter)  . 

Biddle,  Elizabeth  Cresson 

(Garrett)  . 

Biddle,  Elizabeth  Hannah 

(Halsey)  . 

Biddle,  Elizabeth  (Harned) 

Biddle,  Elizabeth  M . 

Biddle,  Elizabeth  Parrish 

(Frishmuth)  . 

Biddle,  Elizabeth  (Rowan) 
Biddle,  Elizabeth  R.  (Yar- 

nall)  . 

Biddle,  Elizabeth  S.  (Car¬ 
ter)  . 

Biddle,  Emily  . 

Biddle,  Emily  A.  (Leavitt) 
Biddle,  Esther  Foster 

.(Clay)  . . 

Biddle,  Ethel  Fay  (Worth¬ 
ington)  . 

Biddle,  Ferris  . 

Biddle,  Frances  (Garrett). 
Biddle,  Frances  Canby 

(Griscom)  . 

Biddle,  Frances  Garrett  .... 
Biddle,  Francis  Cadwallader 
Biddle,  Frederic  Fleming.. 

Biddle,  George  Deblee _ 

Biddle,  Gertrude  Evelyn 

(Meade)  . 

Biddle,  Grace  Anna  (Bro¬ 
sius)  . 

Biddle,  Grace  Anna . 

Biddle,  Hannah  (Mcllvain) 
Biddle,  Hannah  Mcllvain.. 
Biddle,  Hannah  Miller 

(Frishmuth)  . 

Biddle,  Hannah  Nicholson 

(Williams)  . 

Biddle,  Helen  C.  (Conard) 
Biddle,  Helen  Elsie . 


Number 

126523 

127 

1273 

19511 

175 

1263 

193161 


12.10.4 

1241 

1231 

1924 

126521 

12671 

1243 


12.10.1 


19513 

125 

1932 

1245 

1953 

192233 

195111 


193164 

19214 

1923 

1935 

19213 


Page 

97 

47,  58 
60 

92, 108 
48 
58 
104 

45,  46 

61 

46,  56 

51,  71 
58,  78 
51 

64,  85 

45,  47 

97,111 

80,  98 
51 
60 

61,  82 

92, 108 
92 

46,  52 

67,  88 
51 

69,  93 
102 
108 

92, 108 

88, 104 
104 
64,  82 
84 

64,  85 

67,  92 
88, 104 
84 


Number 

Page 

Number 

Page 

Biddle,  Helen  R . 

12673 

80 

Biddle,  Mary  C  o  n  a  r  d 

Biddle,  Helen  Roberta 

(Fink)  . 

193131 

104, 112 

(Porter)  . 

193132 

104, 113 

Biddle,  Mary  Drinker . 

1246 

51 

Biddle,  Helen  (Thomas)  . . 

1933 

67,  89 

Biddle,  Mary  (Fitler) . 

19222 

85, 102 

Biddle,  Henry . 

194 

49 

Biddle,  Mary  Foster 

Biddle,  Henry . 

1264 

58 

(Neill)  . 

12.10.3 

61 

Biddle,  Henry  Canby . 

1922 

64,  85 

Biddle,  Mary  Harned . 

12672 

80 

Biddle,  Henry  Canby,  Jr.. 

19223 

85, 102 

Biddle,  Mary  (Hewes).... 

58, 

76 

Biddle,  Henry  Canby,  3d . . 

192232 

102 

Biddle,  Mary  Hewes  (Sin- 

Biddle,  Henry  Drinker.... 

1242 

51 

clair)  . 

126522 

97 

Biddle,  Hetty  Drinker . 

1244 

51 

Biddle,  Mary  (Hutton)... 

78, 

97 

Biddle,  Hetty  Foster . 

1271 

60 

Biddle,  Mary  Taegart . 

195112 

108 

Biddle,  Hetty  H.  (Foster) 

47,  58 

Biddle,  Mary  (Wood) . 

1934 

67, 

89 

Biddle,  Howard  . 

19514 

92, 108 

Biddle,  Myra  Herbert 

Biddle,  Hugh  Mcllvain. ... 

19221 

85 

(Rastall)  . 

92, 

108 

Biddle,  James  Canby . 

124 

46,  51 

Biddle,  Owen  . 

1 

9, 

45 

Biddle,  James  Garrett . 

12652 

78,  97 

Biddle,  Owen,  2d... . 

17 

45, 

47 

Biddle,  Jane  (Marsh) . 

48 

Biddle,  Owen,  3d . 

174 

48, 

61 

Biddle,  Jane . 

11 

45 

Biddle,  Philip  G . 

1266 

58 

Biddle,  Jane  (Edge) . 

45 

Biddle,  Rachel  (Miller)... 

49, 

64 

Biddle,  John  . 

12 

45,  46 

Biddle,  Rebecca  . 

173 

48 

Biddle,  John  . 

12.10 

47,  60 

Biddle,  Rebecca  (Cope)... 

129 

47, 

60 

Biddle,  John  . 

171 

48 

Biddle,  Rebecca  G . 

1262 

58 

Biddle,  John,  Jr . 

12.10.2 

61 

Biddle,  Rebecca  Hutton.... 

126524 

97 

Biddle,  John  W . 

1265 

58,  76 

Biddle,  Rebecca  Owen 

Biddle,  John  Miller . 

195113 

108 

(Thomson)  . 

13 

45 

Biddle,  John  W.,  Jr . 

126511 

97 

Biddle,  Richard  Scull . 

192163 

100 

Biddle,  Joseph . 

123 

46 

Biddle,  Robert  . 

18 

45 

Biddle,  Joseph . 

1232 

51 

Biddle,  Robert  . 

192 

49, 

61 

Biddle,  Katharine  T. 

Biddle,  Robert,  2d . 

19216 

84, 100 

(Harned)  . 

58,  78 

Biddle,  Robert  . 

19313 

88,104 

Biddle,  Laura  . 

192164 

100 

Biddle,  Robert,  3d . 

192162 

100 

Biddle,  Lillian  (Page).... 

19224 

85, 102 

Biddle,  Robert  Ralston.... 

19225 

85 

Biddle,  Lucy  (Lewis) . 

19311 

88, 103 

Biddle,  Ruth  . 

126526 

97 

Biddle,  Lydia  (Cooper)... 

67,  86 

Biddle,  Sally  (Drinker)... 

46, 

51 

Biddle,  Lvdia  . 

19315 

88 

Biddle,  Samuel  . 

121 

46 

Biddle,  Lydia  P  e  n  n  o  c  k 

Biddle,  Samuel  . 

1261 

58 

(Leeds)  . 

19531 

93, 108 

Biddle,  Samuel  . 

1267 

58, 

78 

Biddle,  M.  Anna  Mcllvain 

Biddle,  Samuel  Lippincott. 

192153 

100 

(Miller)  . 

92, 108 

Biddle,  Sarah  . 

14 

45 

Biddle,  Margaret  . 

128 

47 

Biddle,  Sarah  . 

122 

46 

Biddle,  Margaret  (Bullard) 

92, 108 

Biddle,  Sarah  Jane . 

1742 

61 

Biddle,  Margaret  S  e  t  o  n 

Biddle,  Sarah  (Lavery)... 

48 

(Fleming)  . 

85, 102 

Biddle,  Sarah  (Morris) 

Biddle,  Margaret  Seton. ... 

192231 

102 

(Tyson)  . 

45 

Biddle,  Marian  (Scull).... 

84, 100 

Biddle,  Sarah  (Parke).... 

45 

Biddle,  Marian  Scull . 

192161 

100 

Biddle,  Sarah  (Pennock).. 

69, 

93 

Biddle,  Martha  . 

191 

49 

Biddle,  Susan  Townsend 

Biddle,  Martha  Canby . 

1925 

64 

(Walton)  . 

49, 

67 

Biddle,  Martha  Mcllvain.. 

19212 

84 

Biddle,  Susan  Walton  (Cad- 

Biddle,  Marv  Ann  (Thomp- 

wallader)  . 

49, 

67 

son ) 

48  61 

Biddle,  Tacy  . 

15 

45 

Biddle,  Mary  Augusta . 

192234 

102 

Biddle,  Thomas  . 

16 

45 

Biddle,  Mary  Betts  (Tag- 

Biddle,  William  . 

126 

46, 

56 

gart)  . 

69,  92 

Biddle,  William  . 

12651 

78, 

97 

Biddle,  Mary  Blaikie  (Fos- 

Biddle,  William  Canby.... 

193 

49, 

64 

ter)  . 

47,  60 

Biddle,  William  Canby.... 

19312 

88 

Biddle,  Mary  (Canby)  .... 

45,  48 

Biddle,  William  Canby.... 

19512 

92,108 

Biddle,  Mary  Canby 

Biddle,  William  Foster.... 

1272 

60 

(Hulme)  . 

19532 

93, 109 

Biddle,  William  Walton... 

1951 

69, 

92 

122 


Biddle,  William  Walton,  2d 
Biddle-Cope,  Alfred  Cope. 
Biddle-Cope,  Alfred  James 
Biddle-Cope,  Anthony  Cyp¬ 
rian  Prosper . 

Biddle-Cope,  Arthur 

Thomas  Moore . 

Biddle-Cope,  Beatrice  May. 
Biddle-Cope,  Elizabeth 

(Moore)  . 

Biddle-Cope,  Frances  Mar¬ 
garet  (Calenda  di  Tavani) 
Biddle-Cope,  Gladys  Eliza¬ 
beth  . 

Biddle-Cope,  Gladys  Mary 

Isabel  . 

Biddle-Cope,  James  Canby. 
Biddle-Cope,  John  Stephen. 
Biddle-Cope,  Marie  Louise 

(Smith)  . 

Biddle-Cope,  Marie  Louise 

(Saunders)  . 

Branson,  Frances  Biddle 

(Garrett)  . 

Branson,  Frances  Garrett 

(Keller)  . . . 

Branson,  John  Biddle  Gar¬ 
rett  . 

Branson,  Mary  Garrett.... 
Branson,  Thomas  Franklin. 
Branson,  Thomas  Franklin, 

Jr . . . 

Bronson,  Elizabeth  Duer 

(Griscom)  . 

Brosius,  Grace  Anna  (Bid¬ 
dle)  . 

Bullard,  Margaret  (Biddle) 

Cadwallader,  Susan  Wal¬ 
ton  (Biddle)  . . 

Calenda  di  Tavani,  Baron 

Albert  . 

Calenda  di  Tavani,  Irene 

Louise  Enrichetta . 

Calenda  di  Tavani,  Frances 
Margaret  (Biddle-Cope). 
Calenda  di  Tavani,  Gladys 

Margaret  Nora . 

Canby,  Elizabeth  (Biddle) 

Canby,  Mary  (Biddle) . 

Carter,  Elizabeth  S.  (Bid¬ 
dle)  . 

Carter,  Katherine  Biddle.. 

Carter,  Samuel  R . 

Chambers,  Edith  (Rhoads) 

Clay,  Edward  Biddle . 

Clay,  Edward  Biddle,  Jr.. 

Clay,  Edward  C . 

Clav,  Esther  Foster  (Bid¬ 
dle)  . 


Number 

Page 

Number 

Page 

195141 

108 

Clay,  Gladys  Mary . 

12.10.12 

82 

12913 

81 

Clay,  Katherine  (Gossler) 

82,  99 

129142 

99 

Conard,  Helen  C.  (Biddle) 

88, 104 

Cope,  Alfred  . 

47,  60 

12916 

82 

Cope,  Elizabeth  W.  (Gar- 

rett)  . 

54,  72 

129144 

99 

Cope,  Rebecca  (Biddle)... 

129 

47,  60 

129143 

99 

Cooper,  Lydia  (Biddle).... 

67,  86 

81,  98 

Davis,  Annabel  (Atlee) . . . 

100 

12912 

81,  98 

Drinker,  Sally  (Biddle) . . . 

46,  51 

129141 

99 

Edge,  Jane  (Biddle) . 

45 

Evans,  Alice  Carter 

12915 

81 

(Rhoads)  . 

72,  95 

1291 

60  80 

Evans,  Eleanor  (Garrett). 

74,  96 

12914 

81  98 

Evans,  Grace  (Rhoads)... 

72,  95 

Evans,  Ruth  (Rhoads).... 

72,  95 

12911 

81,  98 

Fenner,  Anne  Williams.... 

193541 

107 

60,  80 

Fenner,  Charlotte  Biddle 

(Williams)  . 

19354 

92, 107 

12552 

76,  97 

Fenner,  Herbert  L . 

92 

Fink,  Harold  Jardine . 

104,112 

125522 

97,  111 

Fink,  Harold  Jardine,  Jr.. 

1931312 

112 

Fink,  Mary  Biddle,  Jr . 

1931311 

112 

125524 

97 

Fink,  Mary  Conard  (Bid- 

125521 

97 

die)  . 

193131 

104,112 

76,  97 

Fitler,  Caroline  Fennimore. 

1922211 

111 

Fitler,  Clarence  Cecil . 

85 

125523 

97 

Fitler,  Edna  Helen  (Frish- 

muth)  . 

19231 

85, 102 

88, 105 

Fitler,  Edna  Hope . 

192313 

102 

Fitler,  Elsie  Reeves 

88, 104 

(MacEwen)  . 

102,111 

92, 108 

Fitler,  Faith  . 

192224 

102 

Fitler,  Henry  Biddle . 

192222 

102 

Fitler,  Tohn  Frishmuth. . . . 

192311 

102 

49,  67 

Fitler,  Margaret  Heiskil. .. 

192312 

102 

Fitler,  Mary  (Biddle) . 

19222 

85, 102 

81,  98 

Fitler,  Nathan  Myers . 

85, 102 

Fitler,  Nathan  Myers,  Jr.. 

192221 

111 

129121 

98 

Fitler,  Ralston  Biddle . 

192223 

102 

Fleming,  Margaret  Seton 

12912 

81,  98 

(Biddle)  . 

85, 102 

Foster,  Hetty  H.  (Biddle) 

47,  58 

129122 

98 

Foster,  Mary  Blaikie  (Bid- 

45 

die)  . 

47,  60 

45,  48 

Foulke,  Frances  Biddle 

(Garrett)  . 

12541 

74 

12671 

80,  98 

Foulke,  J.  Roberts . 

74 

126711 

98 

Frishmuth,  Ann  Whitney.. 

192322 

103 

80,  98 

Frishmuth,  Anna  Biddle.. 

19241 

85 

94,110 

Frishmuth,  Charles  Sey- 

12.10.11 

82,  99 

mour  . 

19242 

85 

12.10.111 

99 

Frishmuth,  Clarice  (Ran- 

61 

som)  . 

19234 

85, 103 

Frishmuth,  Edna  Helen 

12.10.1 

61,  82 

(Fitler)  . 

19231 

85, 102 

123 


Frishmuth,  Elizabeth  Par¬ 
rish  (Biddle) . 

Frishmuth,  Hannah  Miller 

(Biddle)  . 

Frishmuth,  John  Coffin 

Whitney  . 

Frishmuth,  John  Coffin 

Whitney,  Jr . 

Frishmuth,  John  Coffin 

Whitney,  3d . 

Frishmuth,  Mary  Grandom 
Frishmuth,  May  Butler 

(Oberteuffer)  . 

Frishmuth,  Robert  Biddle. 
Frishmuth,  Robert  Biddle, 

Jr . 

Frishmuth,  Theodora  Pa¬ 
tricia  . 

Frishmuth,  Theodora 
(Townsend)  . 

Garrett,  Alfred  Cope . 

Garrett,  Alfred  Cope,  Jr... 
Garrett,  Eleanor  (Evans). 
Garrett,  Eleanor  W  i  s  t  e  r 

(Rice)  . 

Garrett,  Elizabeth  Biddle.. 
Garrett,  Elizabeth  Cresson 

(Biddle)  . 

Garrett,  Elizabeth  W. 

(Cope)  . 

Garrett,  Frances . 

Garrett,  Frances  (Biddle). 
Garrett,  Frances  Biddle 

(Branson)  . 

Garrett,  Frances  Biddle 

(Foulke)  . 

Garrett,  Hannah  Rhoads 

(Haines)  . 

Garrett,  Hetty  Biddle . 

Garrett,  John  Biddle . 

Garrett,  Martha  H . 

Garrett,  Mary  Rhoads 

(Williams)  . 

Garrett,  Philip  Cresson... 
Garrett,  Phillip  Cresson... 
Garrett,  Rebecca  Cresson 

(Rhoads)  . 

Garrett,  Sarah  Biddle . 

Garrett,  Thomas  Cresson . . 
Garrett,  Thomas  Cresson.. 
Gossler,  Katherine  (Clay). 

Gri  scorn,  Acton  . 

Griscom,  Anne  (Starr).... 
Griscom,  Bronson  Winthrop 
Griscom,  Clement  Acton.. 
Griscom,  Clement  Acton.. 
Griscom,  Clement  Acton.. 
Griscom,  Elizabeth  Duer 
(Bronson)  . 


Number 

1924 

1923 

19232 

192321 

19242 

19233 
192331 
192332 


12542 

125424 


125421 

1251 


1253 
1245 

12552 

12541 

1258 

1255 

1256 

12551 

1254 
125423 

1252 

1257 

125422 

193232 

193251 

19323 

193241 


Page 

64,  85 

64,  85 

64,  85 

85, 103 

103 

85 

85, 103 
85, 103 

103 

103 

85, 103 

74,  96 
96 

74,  96 

96,111 

54 

46,  56 

54,  72 
54 
51 

76,  97 

74 

54,  74 
54 

54,  74 
54 

76,  96 
54,  72 
96 

54,  71 
54 

46,  52 
96 

82,  99 
105 
88, 105 
105 
67,  88 
88, 105 
105 


88, 105 


—  O.  1  au^.v.3  U  a  il  u  y 

(Biddle)  . . 

Griscom,  Frances  Canby... 
Griscom,  Genevieve  Sprigg 

(Ludlow)  . 

Griscom,  Helen  Biddle 

(Bettle)  . 

Griscom,  John  Acton . 

Griscom,  Joyce  Olive . 

Griscom,  Lloyd  Carpenter.. 
Griscom,  Lloyd  Preston . . . 

Griscom,  Ludlow  . 

Griscom,  Mary  Starr . 

Griscom,  Olga  (Lihme)... 
Griscom,  Rodman  Ellison . . 
Griscom,  Rodman  Ellison.. 

Haines,  Hannah  Rhoads 

(Garrett)  . . . 

Halsey,  Edward  Biddle... 

Halsey,  Elizabeth  . 

Halsey,  Elizabeth  Biddle.. 
Halsey,  Elizabeth  Hannah 

(Biddle)  . 

Halsey,  Elizabeth  (Yar- 

nall)  . 

Halsey,  Francis  Yarnall... 
Halsey,  Frederick  Biddle.. 
Halsey,  Hetty  Biddle...*.. 

Halsey,  James  Biddle . 

Halsey,  Mary  Matilda . 

Halsey,  Mary  Scott  (Mont¬ 
gomery)  . 

Halsey,  Millicent  . 

Halsey,  Millicent  (May)  . . 
Halsey,  Walter  Benedict... 
Halsey,  William  Biddle... 
Halsey,  Rev.  William  Fred¬ 
erick  . 

Harned,  Elizabeth  (Biddle) 

Harned,  Katharine  T . 

Hewes,  Mary  (Biddle).... 
Hopkins,  Ann  P.  (Biddle) 
Hulme,  Arthur  Kirkbride. 
Hulme,  Dorothy  Kirkbride 
Hulme,  Mary  Canby  (Bid¬ 
dle)  . 

Hutton,  Mary  (Biddle)... 

Jenks,  Almet  Francis,  Jr.. 
Jenks,  Charlotte  Biddle 
(Williams)  (Fenner)  ... 

Keller,  Daniel  Schneck.... 
Keller,  Frances  Daniel.... 
Keller,  Frances  Garrett 
(Branson)  . 

Lavery,  Sarah  (Biddle).. 
Leavitt,  Emily  A.  (Biddle) 


Number 

Page 

T 

1932 

67,  88 

19326 

88 

88,  105 

19322 

88, 104 

19321 

88 

193233 

105 

19325 

88, 105 

193252 

105 

193231 

105 

193242 

105 

105 

19324 

88, 105 

193243 

105 

54,  74 

12416 

71 

124132 

94 

12415 

71 

1241 

51,  71 

71,  94 

124134 

94 

124131 

94 

12418 

71 

12413 

71,  94 

12412 

71 

71 

12417 

71 

124133 

94, 110 

12414 

71 

12411 

71 

51,  71 
58,  78 
58,  78 
58,  76 
46,  51 
93, 109 

195321 

109 

19532 

93,109 
78,  97 

92 

19354 

92, 107 

97,  111 

1255221 

111 

125522 

97,111 

48 

60 

124 


Number  Page 

Leeds,  Austin  Crenshaw..  93,108 

Leeds,  Lydia  Pennock  (Bid¬ 
dle)  .  19531  93,108 

Leeds,  Margaret  Biddle 

(Pennock)  .  195311  108 

Lewis,  Barbara  Stover....  1931121  112 

Lewis,  Barbara  Lou  (Sto¬ 
ver)  .  103,  112 

Lewis,  Clement  Biddle .  193112  1  03,  112 

Lewis,  Clement  Biddle,  Jr..  1931124  112 

Lewis,  Eleanor  Stover .  1931122  112 

Lewis,  J.  Reece .  88 

Lewis,  J.  Reece .  1931123  112 

Lewis,  Lucy  (Biddle) .  19311  88,103 

Lewis,  Lydia  Cooper  (Rick¬ 
man)  . 193111  103,112 

Lihme,  Olga  (Griscom) . . .  105 

Lippincott,  Anna  Haines 

(Biddle)  .  84, 100 

Lippincott,  Caroline  Cooper 

(Biddle)  .  19314  88,104 

Lippincott,  Caroline  Biddle, 

Jr .  193143  104 

Lippincott,  Clement  Biddle.  193142  104 

Lippincott,  J.  Lawrence _  88, 104 

Lippincott,  Lucy  (Mears)..  193141  104 

Logan,  George  Thomas....  193333  106 

Logan,  Helen  Biddle .  193332  106,113 

Logan,  John  Wood .  89, 106 

Logan,  John  Wood,  Jr....  193331  106 

Logan,  Rachel  Miller 

(Thomas)  .  19333  89,106 

Ludlpw,  Genevieve  Sprigg 

(Griscom)  .  88, 105 

MacEwan,  Elsie  Reeves 

(Fitler)  .  102,111 

MacLeod,  Frank  Norman. .  90, 106 

MacLeod,  Helen  (Wood)..  19342  90,106 
MacLeod,  Helen  Wood....  193421  106 

Marsh,  Jane  (Biddle) .  48 

Masters,  Harriet  E. 

(Rhoads)  .  71,  94 

Mcllvain,  Anna  Mary 

(Biddle)  .  64,  85 

Mcllvain,  Hannah  (Biddle)  64,  82 

May,  Clarence  Prentice. ...  94 

May,  Millicent  .  1241331  110 

May,  Millicent  (Halsey)..  124133  94,110 
Meade,  Gertrude  Evelyn 

(Biddle)  .  92, 108 

Mears,  Charles  Singleton..  104 

Mears,  Lucy  (Lippincott).  193141  104 

Miller,  Anna  (Biddle) .  49,  61 

Miller,  M.  Anna  Mcllvain 

(Biddle)  .  92, 108 

Miller,  Rachel  (Biddle)...  49,  64 

Montgomery,  Mary  Scott 

(Halsey)  .  71 


Number  Page 

Moore,  Elizabeth  (Biddle- 

Cope)  .  81,  98 

Morgan,  Frances  Biddle 

(Williams)  .  19352  92 

Morgan,  Randall  .  92 

Need,  Harry  William .  106, 113 

Need,  Harry  William,  Jr...  1933321  113 

Neill,  John .  61 

Neill,  Mary  Foster  (Biddle)  12.10.3  61 

Oberteuffer,  May  Butler 

(Frishmuth)  .  85, 103 

Page,  Barbara  .  192242  102 

Page,  Jean  Biddle .  192241  102 

Page,  Lillian  (Biddle) .  19224  85,102 

Page,  Walter  .  85 

Page,  Walter  Biddle .  192243  102 

Parke,  Sarah  (Biddle)....  45 

Parke,  Thomas  .  45 

Paxson,  Margaret  Ely 

(Rhoads)  .  71,  95 

Pennock,  Edward  Garrett..  108 

Pennock,  Edward  Tatnall. .  1252811  110 

Pennock,  Elizabeth  Rhoads  1252813  110 

Pennock,  Margaret  Biddle 

(Leeds)  .  195311  108 

Pennock,  Mary  W  i  s  t  e  r 

(Tatnall)  .  125281  96,110 

Pennock,  Roger  .  96, 110 

Pennock,  Roger,  Jr .  1252812  110 

Pennock,  Sarah  (Biddle)..  69,  93 

Philler,  Emily  Windsor 

(Wood)  .  90, 107 

Porter,  William  Grier .  104,113 

Porter,  Helen  Conard .  1931321  113 

Porter,  Helen  Roberta  (Bid¬ 
dle)  .  193132  104, 113 

Ransom,  Clarice  (Frish¬ 
muth)  .  19234  85, 103 

Ransom,  John  Dawson....  192341  103 

Ransom,  Percy  Allen .  192342  103 

Ransom,  Percy  Allen .  85 

Rastall,  Myra  Herbert  (Bid¬ 
dle)  .  92, 108 

Read,  Anne  Stoney .  193473  107 

Read,  Benjamin  Huger....  193476  107 

Read,  Elizabeth  Fitzsim¬ 
mons  (Wood)  .  90, 106 

Read,  Howard  Wood .  193474  107 

Read,  Mary  Biddle .  193471  107 

Read,  Rachel  Miller 

(Wood)  .  19347  90,107 

Read,  Rachel  Wood .  193475  107 

Read,  William  Bond .  90 

Read,  William  Bond,  Jr...  193472  107 

Rhoads,  Alice  Carter 

(Evans)  .  72,  95 


125 


Number 

Page 

Number 

Page 

Rhoads,  Anna  Chambers . . . 

1252112 

110 

Rickman,  Lydia  Cooper 

Rhoads,  Caroline  Paxson . . 

125244 

95 

(Lewis)  . 

193111 

103, 112 

Rhoads,  Charles  Edward... 

125252 

95 

Ritter,  Elizabeth  C  a  n  b  y 

Rhoads,  Edith  . 

1252115 

110 

(Biddle)  . 

12.10.4 

61 

Rhoads,  Edith  (Chambers) 

94,110 

Ritter,  Neilson  J . 

61 

Rhoads,  Dr.  Edward  G. ... 

12524 

71,  95 

Rowan,  Elizabeth  (Biddle). 

45,  47 

Rhoads,  Edward  G.,  Jr _ 

125243 

95 

Rhoads,  Eleanor  . 

125234 

95 

Saunders,  Marie  Louise 

Rhoads,  Elizabeth  . 

125273 

95 

(Biddle-Cope)  . 

60,  80 

Rhoads,  Elizabeth  (Tat- 

Scattergood,  Caroline  C. 

nail)  . 

12528 

72,  96 

(Biddle)  . 

78,  97 

Rhoads,  Elizabeth  Tatum.. 

125232 

95 

Scull,  Marian  (Biddle).... 

84, 100 

Rhoads,  Esther  Biddle . 

125242 

95 

Sinclair,  John  Stephens.... 

97 

Rhoads,  Frances  G . 

12526 

72 

Sinclair,  Mary  H  e  w  e  s 

Rhoads,  Frances  C.  L. 

(Biddle)  . 

126522 

97 

(Tatum)  . 

71,  94 

Smith,  Aubrey  Douglas... 

129111 

98 

Rhoads,  George  Ashbridge. 

12523 

71,  94 

Smith,  Edward  Douglas . . . 

81,  98 

Rhoads,  George  Ashbridge, 

Smith,  Eric  Douglas . 

129112 

98 

Jr . 

125253 

95 

Smith,  Marie  Louise  (Bid- 

Rhoads,  Grace  (Evans)... 

72,  95 

dle-Cope)  . 

12911 

81,  98 

Rhoads,  Grace  Evans,  Jr.. 

125271 

95 

Stark,  Adelaide  M.  (Bid- 

Rhoads,  Hannah  Carter . . . 

125254 

95 

die)  . 

1744 

61 

Rhoads,  Harriet  E.  (Mas- 

Stark,  James,  Jr . 

61 

ters)  . 

71,  94 

Starr,  Anne  (Griscom) .... 

88,105 

Rhoads,  James  Elliott . 

125274 

95 

Steel,  Adelaide  (Biddle)... 

85 

Rhoads,  ].  Edgar . 

125211 

94, 110 

Stirling,  Anne  (Biddle)  . . . 

1954 

69,  93 

Rhoads,  John  Biddle . 

12525 

72,  95 

Stirling,  Clement  Biddle. . . 

19541 

93 

Rhoads,  John  Biddle . 

1252113 

110 

Stirling,  Edmund  . 

69,  93 

Rhoads,  John  Tatum  . 

125237 

95 

Stover,  Barbara  Lou 

Rhoads,  Jonathan  Evans... 

54,  71 

(Lewis)  . 

103, 112 

Rhoads,  Tonathan  E . 

125245 

95 

Rhoads,  Joseph  . 

12521 

71,  94 

Taggart,  Mary  Betts  (Bid- 

Rhoads,  Toseph,  Jr . 

1252111 

110 

die)  . 

69,  92 

Rhoads,  Katharine  Biddle.. 

125277 

95 

Tatnall,  Charles  Rhoads... 

125284 

96 

Rhoads,  Lucy  Richardson.. 

125235 

95 

Tatnall,  Edward . 

125282 

96 

Rhoads,  Marguerite  . 

1252116 

110 

Tatnall,  Elizabeth  (Rhoads) 

12528 

72,  96 

Rhoads,  Marion  . 

125236 

95 

Tatnall,  Frances  Rhoads... 

125283 

96 

Rhoads,  Mary  Harlan . 

125251 

95 

Tatnall,  Joseph  Richardson 

125285 

96 

Rhoads,  Margaret  Ely  (Pax- 

Tatnall,  Mary  Wister  (Pen- 

son)  . 

71,  95 

nock)  . 

125281 

96,110 

Rhoads,  Philip  Garrett. .  . . 

125272 

95 

Tatnall,  Robert  R . 

72,  96 

Rhoads,  Rebecca  Cresson 

Tatum,  Frances  C.  L. 

(Garrett)  . 

1252 

54,  71 

(Rhoads)  . 

71,  94 

Rhoads,  Rebecca  Garrett... 

125233 

95 

Tatum,  John  . 

45 

Rhoads,  Richard  Harlan. . . 

125276 

95 

Thomas,  Edward  Utley. .  . . 

193322 

105 

Rhoads,  Ruth  Chambers... 

1252114 

110 

Thomas,  Elizabeth  Utley  . 

193321 

105 

Rhoads,  Ruth  Elv . 

125241 

95 

Thomas,  Elizabeth  Minerva 

Rhoads,  Ruth  (Evans).... 

72,  95 

(Utley)  . 

89, 105 

Rhoads,  Thomas  Garrett. . . 

12522 

71 

Thomas,  Frances  Canbv. . . 

19331 

89 

Rhoads,  Thomas  Garrett... 

125231 

94 

Thomas,  George  Brinton.. 

67 

Rhoads,  Thomas  Garrett. . . 

125275 

95 

Thomas,  Helen  (Biddle)  . . 

1933 

67,  89 

Rhoads,  William  Evans... 

12527 

72,  95 

Ihomas,  Isaac  Biddle . 

19332 

89, 105 

Rice,  Edward,  Jr . 

96,111 

Thomas,  Rachel  Miller 

Rice,  Eleanor  Evans . 

1254211 

111 

(Logan)  . 

19333 

89, 106 

Rice,  Eleanor  Wister  (Gar- 

Thompson,  Mary  Ann  (Bid- 

rett)  . 

125421 

96,  111 

die)  . 

48,  61 

Rice,  Elizabeth  Cope . 

1254213 

111 

Thomson,  Hannah  . 

47 

Rice,  Joan  Frances . 

1254212 

111 

Thomson,  Peter  . 

45 

Rickman,  John  . 

103, 112 

Thomson,  Rebecca  Owen 

Rickman,  Lucy . 

1931111 

112 

(Biddle)  . 

13 

45 
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Thomson,  Sarah  Biddle 

(Upton)  . 

Townsend,  Theodora  (Frish- 

muth)  . 

Tyson,  Sarah  (Morris) 
(Biddle)  . 

Upton,  Sarah  Biddle 

(Thomson)  . 

Upton,  Smith  . 

Utley,  Elizabeth  Minerva 
(Thomas)  . 

Walton,  Susan  Townsend 

(Biddle)  . 

Wilbur,  Eleanor  Biddle 

Williams  . 

Wilbur,  Eleanor  Poultney 

(Williams)  . 

Wilbur,  Lawrence  H . 

Williams,  Charles  . 

Williams,  Charlotte  Biddle 

(Fenner)  (Jenks)  . 

Williams  Eleanor  Poultney 

(Wilbur)  . 

Williams,  Elizabeth  Garrett 
Williams,  Frances  Biddle 

(Morgan)  . 

Williams,  Frances  Garrett. 
Williams,  Hannah  Nichol¬ 
son  (Biddle)  . 

Williams,  Henry  Stokes... 
Williams,  Margaret  Rhoads 
Williams,  Mary  Garrett... 
Williams,  Mary  Rhoads 

(Garrett)  . 

Williams,  William  Biddle.. 


Number 

Page 

131 

47 

85, 103 

45,  48 

131 

47 

47 

89, 105 

49,  67 

193531 

107 

19353 

92, 107 
92, 107 
67 

19354 

92, 107 

19353 

92, 107 

125511 

96 

19352 

92 

125513 

97 

1935 

67,  92 
74,  96 

125512 

96 

125514 

96 

12551 

76,  96 

19351 

92 

Number  Page 


Wilmer,  Phoebe  Ingersoll 

(Wood)  .  90,  106 

Wood,  Alan .  193431  106 

Wood,  Alan,  3d .  19343  90,106 

Wood,  Alice  Grey .  193441  106 

Wood,  Biddle  .  19341  90 

Wood,  Catharine  Vaux. ...  193434  106 

Wood,  Clement  Biddle .  19345  90, 107 

Wood,  Clement  Biddle,  Jr.  193451  107 

Wood,  Dorothy  .  19349  90 

Wood,  Elizabeth  Fitzsim¬ 
mons  (Read)  .  *  90, 106 

Wood,  Elizabeth  Stoney...  193433  106 

Wood,  Emily  Windsor 

(Philler)  .  90, 107 

Wood,  Harleston  Read....  193432  106 

Wood,  Harry  Wilmer .  193443  106 

Wood,  Helen  Biddle 

(MacLeod)  .  19342  90,106 

Wood,  Howard  .  67 

Wood,  Howard  .  19344  90, 106 

Wood,  Howard  .  193442  106 

Wood,  Marion  Biddle .  19348  90 

Wood,  Mary  (Biddle) .  1934  67,  89 

Wood,  Owen  Biddle .  19346  90 

Wood,  Phoebe  .  193444  106 

Wood,  Phoebe  Ingersoll 

(Wilmer)  .  90,  106 

Wood,  Rachel  Biddle 

(Read)  .  19347  90,  107 

Worthington,  Ethel  Fay 

(Biddle)  .  92, 108 

Yarnall,  D.  Robert .  97,  111 

Yarnall,  David  Robert,  Jr..  1265211  HI 
Yarnall,  Elizabeth  (Halsey)  71,  94 

Yarnall,  Elizabeth  R.  (Bid¬ 
dle)  .  126521  97,111 
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